
THE JAPAN TIMES  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011  5

world

Palau independence day

Johnson Toribiong 
PRESIDENT, THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU

On behalf of government and the 
people of the Republic of Palau, 
I extend our most cordial greet-
ings to Their Imperial Majesties 
Emperor Akihito and Empress 
Michiko, and to wish them contin-
ued best of health and happiness.

The people of Palau cherish 
this friendship with the people of 
Japan and were greatly disturbed 
by the tragedies of March 11. Our 
people felt the suffering of the 
Japanese people as the suffering 
of their own brothers and sisters.

On behalf of the people of 
Palau, I would like to express 
my heartfelt condolences to the 
victims of the March 11 disaster 
and those who were affected by 
the typhoon in the Kinki region 
from Sept. 1 to 3. 

Considering all that Japan has 
done for Palau, our people felt 
deeply honored to help, conduct-
ing fundraising drives led by the 
government and holding prayer 
vigils for the people in affected re-
gions of Japan. While these contri-
butions are small on a world scale, 
our people were deeply honored to 
provide the assistance within the 
limits of their resources. The Japa-
nese are strong, resilient and hard-
working people. The unrelenting 
fighting spirit of the Nadeshiko Ja-
pan,  women’s soccer team, which 
made Japan the world champion, 
even during such a trying time, is 
a colorful illustration of Japan’s re-
silience with which we are certain 
that the Tohoku region will soon 
rise and rebuild beyond its former 
glory. As we have witnessed, Japan 

has demonstrated its resilience 
and ability to rise from hardship 
through its past troubles, becom-
ing a stable and robust economic 
power. 

Palau is truly fortunate to have 
a strong friendship with Japan. As 
we mark the 17th anniversary of 
our independence, we pay tribute 
to those whose contributions had 
been instrumental in the building 
of our nation. In this respect, I of-
fer special recognition and grati-
tude to the government and the 
people of Japan for the generous 
support and assistance extended 
to Palau over the years. Palau has 
received various forms of assis-
tance from Japan, including capi-
tal infrastructure improvements 
through Japanese official devel-
opment assistance (ODA), hu-
manitarian assistance from Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) volunteers and exchange 
training programs. Currently, un-
der the Japanese government’s 
Cool Earth initiative, our airport 
facility is nearing completion of 
its solar power installation, and 
under the Pacific Environment 
Community (PEC) initiative, the 
island of Peleliu will receive solar 
power and a seawater desalina-

tion plant that will augment the 
island’s source of water supply. 
These contributions help advance 
the quality of life for our people, 
improve administration and gov-
ernance of our nation, and ac-
celerate the growth of the private 
sector, which are critical to making 
Palau a self-sufficient nation. Even 
during this time of the reconstruc-
tion of the Tohoku region, Japan 
continues to extend assistance 
through seminars and training, 
and people-to-people exchange 
such as the Japan Exchange and 
Teaching (JET) Program in which 
Palau has a participant hosted by 
Hyogo Prefecture.

Our economy continues to rely 
on the tourism industry as the 
main revenue stream for the gov-
ernment and Japanese tourists 
constitute the main visitors to our 
islands. We welcome more Japa-
nese tourists and businesses, and 
in this connection, I invite the Jap-
anese to develop our private sector 
even further by investing in Palau. 
While Japanese investment in the 
tourism industry is extensive, there 
is enough room for more invest-
ment and expansion of this and 
other sectors of our economy, and 
in this regard I welcome Japanese 

corporations and individual busi-
nessmen contemplating overseas 
expansion of their business enter-
prises to consider Palau. I appreci-
ate all the Japanese visitors who 
grace our islands for vacation. They 
are most welcome as they are truly 
goodwill ambassadors promoting 
friendship and good will between 
our people.

I welcome investment in agri-
culture, aquaculture, fisheries or 
other business ventures as well as 
the establishment of retirement 
homes and communities for se-
nior Japanese. Indeed, Palau of-
fers many investment opportuni-
ties and I encourage, invite and 

welcome you to avail yourselves 
of this opportunity to help make 
Palau a close and lasting devel-
opment partner of Japan. 

Finally, I congratulate Prime 
Minister Yoshihiko Noda for his 
election. I am looking forward to 
working with him in the upcom-
ing sixth Pacific Islands Leaders 
Meeting (PALM 6) in Okinawa 
next summer for the common 
interests of Japan and the Pacific 
region. I sincerely hope His Ex-
cellency will find time during his 
term to visit our island nation as 
our most special guest.

May God bless Japan and the 
Republic of Palau.

Nation honored 
to help Japan Minoru Francisco Xavier Ueki

AMBASSADOR OF PALAU

On the occasion of the 17th an-
niversary of the independence 
of the Republic of Palau, I extend 
the most cordial 
and respectful 
greetings of the 
people of Palau 
to Their Impe-
rial Majesties 
Emperor Akihi-
to and Empress 
Michiko, and 
our wishes for their lasting health.

I also convey greetings and 
congratulations of the people of 
Palau to H.E. Yoshihiko Noda, 
the prime minister, and mem-
bers of his Cabinet, and the gov-
ernment and people of Japan. 

We celebrate Oct. 1 every year 
to recommit ourselves to the vi-
sions of our forefathers, who as-

pired for an independent and 
sovereign nation. It is a time to 
look back over the past 16 years to 
see what we have achieved in the 
process and in this respect, I con-
vey our profound gratitude to the 
government and people of Japan 
for their generous and enduring 
support since Palau’s indepen-
dence in 1994. Japan had been a 
major development partner and 
generous benefactor, making ex-
tensive contribution that include 
installation of needed capital in-
frastructure and providing vari-
ous humanitarian services that 
are crucial for development. Pa-
lau attaches special value to this 
warm partnership with Japan. 
Because of this close partnership, 
the people of Palau were greatly 
distressed at the tragic loss of lives 
due to the March 11 earthquake 
and tsunami. In this respect, I re-
iterate our heartfelt condolences 

to the people of Japan, especially 
bereaved families of victims of 
the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
I also convey our deepest condo-
lences and sympathies to victims 
of recent typhoons and extend our 
prayers for their speedy recovery. 

Palau is a thriving democracy 
under the new and dynamic 
leadership of President John-
son Toribiong, who became the 
eighth leader of the Republic of 
Palau in January 2009. 

Since independence in 1994, 
Palau continues to face daunt-
ing challenges of expanding its 
tourism-driven economy to a 
self-sustaining level, accelerate 
expansion of other sectors of 
the economy, and to enhance 
benefits and participation of our 
people in the economic growth.

May God bless beautiful Japan 
and its people, and the Republic 
of Palau and its people.

Becoming a thriving democracy

Natural beauty: A rock arch rises from the ocean near Koror, Palau. PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY

Open a little wider: A U.S. Army specialist scans the eyes of an Afghan man with the Automated Biometric Identification System in 
Turkham Nangarhar near Afghanistan’s border with Pakistan on Wednesday. AFP-JIJI

Kabul
THE WASHINGTON POST

Let the battle of the war stats 
begin.

The U.S.-led coalition Thurs-
day released estimates of the 
violence in Afghanistan that 
painted a picture of improving 
security this summer, particu-
larly in areas of the south where 
NATO has concentrated the bulk 
of its troops. The number of “en-
emy-initiated attacks” dropped 
17 percent across the country 
from June to August compared 
with the same period last year, 
according to the NATO figures.

The data stand in contrast to 
a bleaker assessment released 
by the United Nations this week. 
The U.N. report said the average 
monthly number of “security in-
cidents,” such as gunbattles and 
roadside bombings, was 39 per-
cent higher through August this 
year compared with the same 
period last year. In those eight 
months, the coalition noted a 2 
percent drop in enemy attacks 
over last year.

The U.N. also reported that the 
number of civilians killed and 
wounded was 15 percent higher 
in the first half of this year than 
the same period last year.

The two batches of statistics 
represent strands of the compet-
ing narratives this summer in Af-
ghanistan. The U.S. military has 
tended to be more optimistic 
that military progress was turn-
ing the tide against the Taliban, 
while the United Nations, non-
governmental organizations and 
Afghan officials have been more 
pessimistic about the state of the 
decade-long conflict.

The statistics in the two re-
ports were difficult to compare 
directly because the coalition 
and the United Nations measure 
violence differently.

The coalition does not count 
as “security incidents” some of 
the things that the United Nations 
tallies, such as assassinations, ar-
rests and weapons caches found, 
said German Brig. Gen. Carsten 
Jacobson, a NATO spokesman.

“Approximately 25 percent of 
the total U.N. security incidents 

are event types that ISAF does 
not include in its definition of se-
curity events,” Jacobson told re-
porters Thursday, referring to the 
NATO-led International Security 
Assistance Force. The coalition 
said its data cover about 80 per-
cent of the country and focused 
on where troops are deployed.

Over the past several years, 
violence has risen in the sum-
mer months and dropped in the 
winter, when it is more difficult 
for insurgents to cross Afghani-
stan’s snowy mountain passes. 
But the trend in 2011 has been 
different, coalition officials said. 
For the first time since 2007, the 
months from May through Au-
gust were less violent than the 
same months the year before, 
the officials said.

The greatest declines were 
found in NATO’s regional com-
mand southwest, which in-
cludes Helmand Province, the 
initial focus of the 30,000 ad-
ditional troops U.S. President 
Barack Obama dispatched to 
Afghanistan. In that part of the 
country, enemy-initiated attacks, 

which include roadside bomb-
ings, gunfire and mortar attacks, 
dropped 39 percent from June 
to August this year over last year, 
a “marked and consistent prog-
ress,” said Lt. Col. Bret Van Pop-
pel, who specializes in tracking 
statistics for the coalition.

By contrast, this category of 
violence showed a 15 percent 
increase in eastern Afghanistan 
this summer over the last, ac-
cording to the coalition. In that 
area, along the border with Paki-
stan, “we see a continued chal-
lenge in our security situation,” 
Van Poppel said.

The coalition did not specify 
the numbers of attacks. But ac-
cording to its graphics, which 
was to be published online Fri-
day, it counted more than 3,000 
enemy attacks across the country 
in August; there were more than 
4,000 in August last year. In Au-
gust 2008, about 1,000 insurgent 
attacks occurred.

The U.N. report put the aver-
age monthly number of security 
incidents at 2,108 from January 
to August.

With different criteria for measuring violence, coalition data paint rosier picture than U.N. report

Battle of statistics rages in Afghanistan

Assad backers threaten U.S. envoy
Beirut AP
Angry supporters of Syrian President Bashar Assad’s regime hurled 
tomatoes and eggs at the U.S. ambassador to Syria on Thursday as 
he entered the office of a leading opposition figure and then tried to 
break into the building, trapping him inside for three hours.

The Obama administration blamed the Syrian government for the 
attack in Damascus, saying it was part of an ongoing, orchestrated 
campaign to intimidate American diplomats in the country.

Ambassador Robert Ford, an outspoken critic of Assad’s 
crackdown on the six-month-old revolt against the regime, has 
angered Syrian authorities before by showing support for the 
uprising. The latest incident promises to raise tensions even further.

Ford came under attack by about 100 Assad supporters as he 
arrived for the meeting with Hassan Abdul-Azim, who heads the 
outlawed Arab Socialist Democratic Union party. Abdul-Azim is a 
strong critic of Assad’s regime and was briefly detained by 
authorities earlier this year.

 

Germany to return Namibian skulls
Berlin AFP-JIJI
Germany was to face up to a bloody chapter of its colonial past 
Friday when it handed back 20 skulls spirited away after what many 
historians call the first genocide of the 20th century.

A delegation of 55 Namibians is in Berlin to attend the solemn 
ceremony to receive the remains that they hope will be just a first 
step toward a greater reckoning with Germany’s brief but brutal 
African adventure a century ago.

The skulls are among an estimated 300 taken to Germany after a 
massacre of indigenous Namibians at the start of the last century 
during an anticolonial uprising in what was then called South West 
Africa, which Berlin ruled from 1884 to 1915.

Incensed by German settlers stealing their land, cattle and 
women, the Herero people launched a revolt in January 1904, with 
warriors butchering 123 German civilians over several days. The 
Nama tribe joined the uprising in 1905.

The imperial German colonial rulers responded ruthlessly. Gen. 
Lothar von Trotha signed a notorious extermination order against 
the Hereros.

Rounded up in prison camps, captured Namas and Hereros died 
from malnutrition and severe weather. Dozens were beheaded after 
their death and their skulls sent to German researchers in Berlin for 
“scientific” experiments.

Up to 80,000 Hereros lived in Namibia when the uprising began. 
Afterward, only 15,000 remained.

Mexico denies vigilante group exists
Mexico City THE WASHINGTON POST
Top Mexican security officials said Thursday that there is no 
evidence that vigilante paramilitary groups are operating in Mexico, 
countering video boasts by a shadowy group of masked men who 
asserted responsibility for the torture-murder of 35 alleged drug 
cartel members last week.

A group calling itself the Zeta Killers said it dumped the half-
naked, bound and beaten corpses of 11 women and 24 men at a 
busy intersection in the tourist zone of Veracruz last week.

The bodies spilled out of two abandoned trucks just a block from 
the hotel where Mexico’s state and federal prosecutors were 
gathering for a meeting. Eleven other bodies were scattered around 
the coastal city a day later.

In a video released this week to local media and posted on the 
Internet, the Zeta Killers said that “our only objective is the Zetas,” 
the criminal organization founded by former Mexican Special 
Forces soldiers who now specialize in arms, drugs, sex and human 
trafficking.

In the video, the Zeta Killers vowed that the vigilantes would not 
kidnap or extort ordinary residents. The video showed dozens of 
heavily armed, burly men, their faces covered with black masks, 
posing for the camera and promising to work for the people.

IN BRIEF

Dubai United Arab Emirates
AFP-JIJI

A Bahraini court Thursday 
sentenced a protester to death 
for killing a policeman after a 
crackdown on proreform ral-
lies, and jailed 20 Shiite medics 
charged with trying to over-
throw the regime.

Ali Yusof al-Taweel was sen-
tenced to death and another pro-
tester, Ali Mahdi, to life in prison 
for running over policeman 
Ahmed al-Mreyssi in a Shiite area 
of Manama during unrest after 
the demonstrations were crushed 
in mid-March, military general 
prosecutor Yusof Flaifel said.

Thirteen medics were sen-
tenced to 15 years in jail for their 
roles in protests, two others to 
10 years and five to five years, 
including several women, he 
added, as cited by the BNA state 
news agency.

London-based advocacy 
group Amnesty International 
termed the verdicts against the 
medics a “travesty of justice.”

The National Safety Court 
was set up under a three-month 
quasi-emergency law declared 
by King Hamad ahead of the 
crackdown on the protests led by 
the Shiite majority of the Sunni-
ruled Persian Gulf nation.

The medics all worked at the 
Salmaniya Medical Complex in 
Manama, which was stormed by 
security forces after they drove 
protesters on March 16 out of 
the nearby Pearl Square — the 
focal point of protests inspired 
by uprisings that have swept the 
Arab world.

The medics included 13 doc-
tors, one dentist, nurses and 
paramedics.

BNA said the medics were 
tried for “forcefully occupying 
SMC . . . possessing unlicensed 
arms (one AK-47) and knives, 
incitement to overthrow the 
regime, seizing medical equip-
ment, detaining policemen, and 
spreading false news.”

They were also accused of 
“inciting hatred for the regime 
and insulting it, instigating ha-

tred against another sect and 
obstructing the implementation 
of law, destroying public prop-
erty and taking part in gather-
ings aimed at jeopardizing the 
general security and committing 
crimes,” BNA said.

“All these acts were done with 
a terrorist aim,” it added.

“These are simply ludicrous 
charges against civilian profes-
sionals who were working to 
save lives amid very trying cir-
cumstances,” said Amnesty In-
ternational’s Philip Luther.

“It appears that the real rea-
son for targeting these health 
workers was the fact that they 
denounced the government 
crackdown on protesters in in-
terviews to international media,” 
he added.

 The 20 medics, many of whom 
had gone on hunger strike, were 
released on bail on Sept. 8. They 
were among a group of 47 med-
ics rounded up in the wake of the 
brutal crackdown on the protests, 
which also targeted Shiite villages 
across the gulf archipelago.

Many medics say they were 
tortured in custody.

Ali al-Ekri, one of the doctors 
jailed for 15 years, said the sen-
tence was expected because their 
case had become “politicized.”

“We never called for the re-
gime to step down. We are pro-
fessionals, we did our job,” he 
insisted.

 Shiite opposition member and 
former lawmaker Matar Matar, 
who was himself detained for 
about three months, said Taweel 
and Mahdi were made to confess 
to running over the policeman 
under torture, adding he shared 
a cell with them.

“They were in the same cell 
with me,” he said. “They told me 
that they were forced to confess, 
reconstruct the crime scene of 
the running over, and to sign 
prewritten statements.

“They said the same to the 
Bahrain Commission of Inquiry 
in my presence,” he added. “We 
expect the commission to have a 
role. All these confessions were 
made under torture.” 

Medics jailed 
for supporting 
Bahrain rallies
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