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Former Beatle Paul McCartney points to his new wife, 
American Nancy Shevell, after their wedding at Marylebone 
Town Hall, London, on Sunday. McCartney and Shevell 
emerged joyously from a 45-minute civil marriage ceremony 
to be showered with confetti from adoring fans.  ap

Spain national day

Miguel Navarro
aMbassador of spaiN

today  we  cel-
ebrate  spain’s 
national  day. 
Oct.  12  marks 
the  date  of  the 
discovery  of 
america  by 
christopher co-
lumbus in 1492. 
this  event  changed  the  view 
of  the  world  and  brought  con-
tinents  and  civilizations  closer 
together. 

On this day, I have the honor 
of  conveying  greetings  from  the 
spanish royal Family to the Im-
perial Family. 

as His Majesty King Juan car-
los  I  said  during  his  state  visit 
to Japan in 2008, spaniards and 
Japanese  have  maintained  both 
a  dialogue  and  a  mutual  admi-
ration that date back almost 500 
years.

In 2013, we are going to com-

memorate the 400th anniversary 
of  the  Keicho  embassy’s  visit  to 
King  Phillip  III  of  spain  and  we 
will contribute to this anniversa-
ry with a year of spain in Japan. 

I  would  also  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  our  pro-
found  sympathy  and  solidarity 
with the victims of the triple di-
sasters of March 11 in tohoku. I 
wish  to  convey  to  the  people  of 
Japan  our  profound  admiration 
and  respect  for  their  response 
to  one  of  the  worst  instances  of 
devastation  in  Japanese  history. 
the Japanese nation has given us 
all a lesson in courage and social 
responsibility,  reconfirming  its 
deeply  rooted  traditional  values 
of public spirit, solidarity, dignity 
and resilience. 

as a token of our recognition, 
the  Prince  of  asturias  (spanish 
crown  Prince)  award  for  con-
cord  2011,  our  most  prestigious 
international  prize,  has  been 
given to the “Heroes of Fukushi-
ma.” the prize selection commit-

tee chose them as the collective 
embodiment  of  the  highest  hu-
man  values.  these  anonymous 
heroes, who have devoted them-
selves  to  containing  the  terrible 
effects  of  the  nuclear  accident 
triggered by the tsunami, are the 
personification of sacrifice. 

relations  between  spain  and 
Japan  cover  many  fields,  and 
have  become  increasingly  rich 
and  fruitful.  the  38  Hispanic 
societies  that  have  been  consti-
tuted across Japan have been an 
important factor in this process. 

spain  has  undergone  a  pro-
cess  of  considerable  economic 
and  technological  moderniza-
tion over the past 25 years since 
becoming  a  member  of  the  eu-
ropean Union. Over 80 Japanese 
companies  have  played  a  very 
important role in this process, in-
vesting in spain since the 1980s 
in key areas. 

as a member of the eU, spain 
will continue to support efforts to 
develop  new  frameworks  of  co-

operation to foster free trade and 
political cooperation with Japan. 

renewable  energy  is  one  of 
the  areas  in  which  spain  has 
made the most progress in gain-
ing a leading international posi-
tion.  In  this  field,  cooperation 
between spain and Japan is rela-
tively advanced and the possibil-
ities  of  joint  projects  have  great 
potential. Japanese and spanish 
companies  are  jointly  building 
the  largest photovoltaic plant  in 
the world in australia. 

this  year,  the  Japan-spain 
symposium,  which  will  take 
place  in  sendai,  will  focus  on 
highly  relevant  issues  such  as 
disaster  prevention  and  urban 
planning, renewable energy and 
energy saving. It will provide an-
other  opportunity  for  opening 
new paths of cooperation. 

I  would  like  to  finish  by 
thanking  the  Japan  times  for 
this opportunity to broadly out-
line  the  state  of  our  relations 
with Japan. 

Honoring the personification of sacrifice
Beirut
ap

syria’s  top  sunni  Muslim  cleric 
has  warned  Western  countries 
against  military  intervention  in 
syria  and  threatened  to  retali-
ate with suicide bombings in the 
United  states  and  europe  if  his 
country comes under attack.

Western countries have shown 
no willingness to open a Libyan-
style  military  campaign  against 
the  regime  of  President  bashar 
assad,  who  has  launched  a 
bloody crackdown on the seven-
month uprising against his rule, 
and natO’s chief said last week 
the  alliance  has  “no  intention 
whatsoever”  of  intervening  in 
syria.

still,  the  prospect  of  such  an 
intervention  seems  to  have  rat-
tled  the assad regime, although 
publicly,  officials  say  they  are 
confident  there  will  be  no  such 
thing  because  no  one  wants  to 
foot the bill.

In  a  speech  late  sunday, 
Grand  Mufti  ahmad  badred-
dine Hassoun, a state-appointed 
cleric and assad loyalist, issued a 
clear warning to the West.

“I say to all of europe, I say to 
america,  we  will  set  up  suicide 
bombers  who  are  now  in  your 
countries,  if  you  bomb  syria  or 
Lebanon,”  Hassoun  said  in  a 
speech late sunday. “From now 
on an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.”

Hassoun spoke to a delegation 
of  Lebanese  women  who  came 
to offer their condolences for his 
son’s  death  by  unknown  gun-
men  earlier  this  month.  “don’t 
come  near  our  country,  I  beg 
you,” Hassoun said.

the  international  communi-
ty’s unwillingness to get directly 
involved  stems  from  a  mix  of 
international political complica-
tions, worries over unleashing a 
civil  war  and  plausible  risks  of 
touching off a wider Middle east 
conflict with archfoes Israel and 
Iran in the mix.

Hassoun’s  comments  follow 
another  warning  by  syrian  For-
eign  Minister  Walid  Moallem, 
who told the international com-
munity sunday not to recognize 
a  new  umbrella  council  formed 
by  the  opposition,  threatening 
“tough  measures”  against  any 
country that does so.

senior cleric threatens West with 
suicide bombings if syria attacked

London
ap

defense  Minister  Liam  Fox  ac-
knowledged Monday that he had 
met with a friend who worked as 
an  industry  consultant  40  times 
since  taking  his  post,  including 
on overseas visits.

a  government  inquiry  is  ex-
amining  whether  Fox  broke 
government  rules  in  allowing 
his  friend  and  best  man,  adam 

Werritty,  access  to  britain’s  de-
fense  Ministry  buildings,  over-
seas trips and sensitive details of 
his schedule.

the  minister,  who  last  week 
insisted  allegations  against  him 
were  “baseless,”  told  lawmakers 
that over the last 16 months Wer-
ritty had visited him at the minis-
try on 22 occasions and had been 
present during 18 trips overseas.

Fox has previously said in re-
sponse to questions that Werritty 

had not traveled overseas as part 
of  official  delegations,  but  did 
not elaborate. He told the House 
of commons on Monday that he 
had actually often met his friend 
during  visits  aboard,  when  they 
were  present  at  the  same  inter-
national  conferences,  or  during 
personal  downtime  on  trips  to 
other countries.

He  said  Werritty  had  also 
joined his family holidays.

“I  accept  that  it  was  a  mis-

take  to  allow  the  distinction  to 
be  blurred  between  my  profes-
sional  responsibilities  and  per-
sonal  loyalties  to  a  friend,”  Fox 
told  the  House  of  commons  in 
a statement.

Opposition  lawmakers  have 
demanded  to  know  whether 
Werritty,  who  previously  ran  a 
now-defunct  defense  consul-
tancy  called  security  Futures, 
profited from his ties to Fox.

Fox  confirmed  that,  without 

the  knowledge  of  government 
officials,  Werritty  had  fixed  a 
meeting  in  dubai  in  June  with 
Harry boulter, chief executive of 
Porton capital investment fund, 
to discuss possible business with 
the ministry.

Fox  said  he  should  not  have 
had  a  meeting  with  a  potential 
commercial  supplier  without  a 
ministry  official  present.  “this 
was  entirely  my  fault  and  I  take 
full responsibility for it,” Fox said.

U.K. defense minister apologizes for ‘blurring’ line of access

Liam Fox

World’s biggest virus found off Chile
Paris afp-JiJi
a virus found in the sea off chile is the biggest in the world, 
harboring more than 1,000 genes, surprised scientists reported 
Monday.

the genome of Megavirus chilensis is 6.5 percent bigger than the 
dna code of the previous virus record-holder, Mimivirus, isolated 
in 2003. Viruses differ from bacteria in that they are usually far 
smaller and cannot reproduce on their own, needing to penetrate a 
host cell in which to replicate.

but M. chilensis is such a giant that it surpasses many bacteria in 
size and is genetically the most complex dna virus ever described.

It was taken from seawater sampled close to the shore of Las 
cruces, chile. Its host organism is unknown.

dna viruses include pox viruses and herpes viruses, but M. 
chilensis “doesn’t seem to be harmful for humans,” said Jean-
Michel claverie, of France’s national center for scientific research. 
the study appears in a U.s. journal, Proceedings of the national 
academy of sciences.

Chavez to return to Cuba for tests
Caracas ap
President Hugo chavez said Monday he will return to cuba next week 
to undergo a series of medical tests to evaluate his cancer treatment. 
“I’ll be in cuba next week because they have to conduct very rigorous 
examinations that are possible thanks to cuban technology,” chavez 
said during a telephone interview broadcast on state television.

chavez said he is undergoing constant treatment, exercising and 
meeting with doctors as part of his efforts to recuperate. He said he 
even sunbathes under the caribbean sun.

the president, who finished what he described as his fourth and 
final round of chemotherapy in cuba last month, said he is “under 
constant observation of my doctors” while attending to day-to-day 
government tasks. chavez underwent surgery in cuba in June to 
remove a tumor from his pelvic region.

Tusk re-forms polish government
Warsaw ap
Prime Minister donald tusk took his first steps toward building a 
new government Monday after his centrist ruling party became the 
country’s first ever to win re-election since the collapse of 
communism in 1989.

results of sunday’s election show that his pro-european party 
can maintain a narrow majority in Parliament with its small 
coalition partner — a sign of deepening stability in the nation of 38 
million.

as well as being the first time in 22 years of Poland’s 
postcommunist history that a ruling party has won a second 
consecutive term, civic Platform’s success brought an end to a 
string of defeats for incumbent governments in europe.

In another first, Palikot’s Movement, a new leftwing party that 
opposes the church’s influence in political life in this conservative 
and mainly catholic country, entered Parliament as the third 
largest force.

Cape Verde ex-president honored
Johannesburg ap
a $5 million award for good leadership in africa that was withheld 
the previous two years because of a lack of qualified candidates was 
finally bestowed Monday to cape Verde’s former president for 
promoting democracy and development on his archipelago.

the Mo Ibrahim Prize committee said that during his decade in 
power, Pedro Verona Pires had helped lead the tiny nation off the 
west coast of africa out of poverty. and he left at the end of his 
second term in office earlier this year, dismissing the possibility of 
removing term limits from the constitution.

“cape Verde is now seen as an african success story, 
economically, socially and politically,” the prize citation said.

the prize was created in 2007 but this is only the third time it has 
been presented, with the committee saying other years that no 
leaders met the criteria. the prize is open only to democratically 
elected heads of state who have left office in the past three years.

In BrIef

New York
afp-JiJi

Occupy Wall street protesters say 
they  want  to  stay  independent 
but, like it or not, their movement 
found  itself  being  dragged  by 
democrats and republicans into 
the political mainstream Monday.

What started as a ragtag camp 
in Lower Manhattan to draw at-
tention  to  corporate  greed  and 
corruption is now into its fourth 
week — and commanding major 
national attention.

democrats,  desperate  to  re-
connect  to  their  grassroots  as 
disillusionment  with  President 
barack Obama grows, are excited.

and  republicans,  whose  tea 
party  movement  has  dominat-
ed  the  populist  debate  during 
Obama’s  presidency,  show  dis-
tinct signs of being rattled.

Initially,  politicians  were  slow 
to react to protesters who seemed 
to  come  from  nowhere.  Unlike 
the tea party, they had no links to 
established parties, donors, news 
organizations,  or  anything  at  all: 
they  were  leaderless  and  even 
placards were homemade.

now,  democratic  politicians 
are  acting  practically  as  if  they 
thought  up  the  idea  in  the  first 
place.

the  party’s  congressional 
campaign  committee,  which 

oversees attempts to win back a 
majority  in the House of repre-
sentatives, tweeted and emailed 
in support Monday.

It  upbraided  the  “out-of-
touch”  republican  majority 
leader eric cantor  for his warn-
ing Friday about “growing mobs” 
and  “the  pitting  of  americans 
against americans.”

as democrats attempt to woo 
protestors, republicans are pay-
ing them no less a political com-
pliment — by blasting them.

aside  from  cantor’s  “mobs” 
warning,  the  tea  Party  express 
issued  a  statement  —  attached 
to an appeal for funds — calling 
comparisons  between  Occupy 
Wall  street  and  its  own  move-
ment “insulting.”

“the  only  commonality  that 
we have  is  that we are both op-
posed  to  the  bailouts  of  Wall 
street — and that is it.”

the  protestors  themselves 
seem  determined  to  adhere  to 
their guiding principles.

even 24 days into their 24-hour-
a-day  protest,  the  demonstrators 
resolutely  refuse  to  name  any 
concrete  goal,  whether  a  policy 
change,  a  resignation  or  strike. 
they  say  that  simply  giving  ordi-
nary  americans  a  chance  to  ex-
press dissatisfaction with the elite’s 
power and ordinary people’s grow-
ing hopelessness will bear fruit.

Wall street protesters hit  
chord, except tea party’s

Cairo
THe WasHiNgToN posT

as coptic christians mourned the 
death of protesters slain by secu-
rity forces, egypt’s military leaders 
faced unprecedented public anger 
Monday and growing doubt about 
their ability to oversee a promised 
transition to democracy.

Government  officials  vowed 
to  investigate  the  causes  of  the 
worst  violence  since  President 
Hosni  Mubarak’s  ouster  in  Feb-
ruary. but a growing body of evi-
dence,  including  video  footage 
and eyewitness reports, suggests 
that  military  forces  opened  fire 
on  unarmed  protesters  and  de-
liberately drove hulking armored 
vehicles into crowds of civilians.

Muslims  and  christians  who 
attended a funeral for the victims 
of  sunday  night’s  crackdown 
chanted angrily for the dismissal 
of  the  country’s  military  chief, 
Field  Marshal  Mohamed  Hus-
sein tantawi.

the  bloodshed,  in  which  at 
least  25  people  were  killed  and 
more than 300 wounded, marked 
the  most  powerful  blow  to  the 
military’s  image  as  the  protec-
tors  of  the  revolution,  a  status  it 
earned  by  showing  restraint  in 
the face of a popular uprising.

since  it  assumed  control  of 
egypt on Feb. 11, the military has 
been criticized for governing er-
ratically and failing to uphold the 
democratic principles that fueled 
the  revolution.  soldiers  have 
been blamed for using excessive 
force  in  some  instances  and  for 
failing to intervene in others.

“the army realizes that its forc-
es committed a massacre against 
a religious minority,” said Hossam 
bahgat, head of the egyptian Ini-
tiative for Personal rights. “there 
is no telling what will follow.”

Perhaps  the  most  troubling 
lesson from sunday’s unrest was 
the  ease  with  which  simmering 
sectarian  tensions  and  a  mob 
mentality  could  unleash  chaos 
in a country ruled for decades as 
a police state.

that  dynamic  poses  a  dilem-
ma  for  the  military  leadership, 
which must balance its desire to 
maintain  stability  with  a  pledge 
to  oversee  a  democratic  transi-
tion.  some  observers  fear  that 
commanders could use the rising 
tension  as  a  pretext  to  delay  the 
shift to civilian rule and rely more 
heavily on authoritarian tactics.

sunday’s  events  and  other  re-
cent steps by the military, includ-
ing its indecision on the electoral 
process,  show  that  its  leaders 
are  still  learning  how  to  govern, 
said  adel  Iskandar,  an  egyptian-
american  who  teaches  commu-
nications and contemporary arab 
studies at Georgetown University: 
“a  lot  of  people  believe  that  this 
is the second phase of the revolu-
tion, and the next institution to be 
confronted is the military.”

Prime  Minister  essam  sharaf 
said that the violence was a fur-
ther  setback  to  what  the  coun-
try’s  leaders  had  acknowledged 
has  been  a  difficult  transition 
to democracy. In a televised ad-
dress  late  sunday,  he  blamed 
the  unrest  on  “hidden  hands, 

domestic and foreign,” resorting 
to  a  line  egypt’s  interim  rulers 
have  used  in  recent  months  to 
try  to absolve  themselves of  the 
country’s woes.

the military council said Mon-
day that  it would not allow a rift 
to grow between the military and 
the people.  It said  it would form 
a  committee  to  investigate  the 
incident and take the “necessary 
precautions to stabilize security,” 
and  it  promised  to  hand  over 
power  to  a  civilian  government. 
the  statement  appeared  to  be  a 
response  to  critics  who  accused 
the military of using the violence 
as an excuse to prolong its rule.

the  White  House  said  Mon-
day  that  President  Obama  was 
concerned about the violence. as 
egypt moves toward civilian rule, 
“the rights of minorities, includ-
ing  copts,  must  be  respected,” 
said  press  secretary  Jay  carney, 
adding  that  the  clashes  “should 
not  stand  in  the  way  of  timely 
elections and a continued transi-
tion to democracy that is peace-
ful, just and inclusive.”

but  in  the  coptic  christian 
cathedral in the abbasiya district 
of the capital, where the funeral 
was held Monday afternoon, an-
ger and dismay were palpable.

a woman who lost her fiance 
collapsed in grief. a father wept 
as he reached for his son’s coffin 

as  pallbearers  carried  it  down 
the  aisle.  bloodied  clothes  were 
passed  through  the  crowd  as 
thousands  cried,  condemned 
the  military  and  called  on  God 
for help.

copts,  who  are  roughly  10 
percent  of  the  population,  said 
the  crackdown  exacerbated  the 
feeling that they are second-class 
citizens, a sentiment held before 
and after egypt’s revolution.

Mubarak’s  regime  protected 
christian  churches  and  clamped 
down  on  fundamental  Islamist 
groups, keeping religious tensions 
subdued. sunday’s unrest, coming 
after  recent  attacks  on  churches, 
underscored copts’ vulnerability.

“We  are  persecuted  by  the 
state,”  said  sila  abd  al  nour,  a 
coptic priest. “Islamists attacked 
us,  and  the  army  did  nothing. 
they  ran  us  over  with  their  ve-
hicles and shot at us.”

state television, controlled by 
egypt’s military rulers, also came 
under  fire  Monday  for  coverage 
that  activists  and  human  rights 
workers  said  incited  violence. 
broadcasters  called  on  “honest 
egyptians”  to  take  to  the  streets 
to defend the military from what 
anchors  described  as  coptic 
christian  assailants,  a  call  that 
appeared to resonate with egyp-
tians  who  thronged  downtown 
wielding clubs and chanting pro-
Islamic slogans.

Evidence suggests military fired on civilians

egyptian prime 
minister promises 
probe into unrest

Kabul
ap

beatings, electric shocks and oth-
er forms of torture were adminis-
tered  to  suspected  taliban  fight-
ers in some afghan-run detention 
centers,  the  U.n.  said  Monday, 
even as the U.s. and others have 
spent  billions  of  dollars  training 
the police and security services.

the  abuse  was  not  the  result 
of  afghan  government  policy, 
but  of  individual  actions  that 
were  mostly  ignored  by  the  se-
curity  services,  according  to  the 
74-page U.n. report.

although  afghan  security  of-
ficials have long been suspected 
of  torturing  detainees  to  elicit 
information and confessions, the 
report for the first time confirms 
the  practice  and  outlines  much 
of the abuse.

It found that detainees in 47 fa-
cilities in 24 provinces run by the 
afghan  national  Police  and  the 
directorate  of  security  suffered 
interrogation  techniques  that 
constituted  torture  under  both 
international and afghan law.

the  natO-led  international 
military  coalition  announced 
last  month  that  it  had  stopped 
transferring  detainees  to  16  of 
the  facilities.  natO  was  taking 
action  to  help  fix  the  problem 
before  resuming  the  transfers, 
the report said.

International  organizations 
and  governments  have  spent 
years  trying  to  bring  good  gov-
ernance  and  rule  of  law  to  af-
ghanistan, a goal  that has taken 
on  added  significance  following 
a  decision  to  hand  over  secu-
rity  responsibilities  to  the  af-
ghan  government  by  the  end  of 

2014 — when all foreign combat 
troops are to leave the country.

according  to  the  U.n.  report, 
the torture allegations could un-
der U.s. law endanger american 
funding to some security servic-
es.  the  U.s.  provides  the  over-
whelming  majority  of  the  cash 
currently  flowing  into  training 
and mentoring programs.

It  said  the  torture  allegations 
“could  also  trigger  application” 
of  a  1997  law  that  bars  the  U.s. 
government  from  providing 
funding,  weapons  or  training  to 
any unit of the security forces of 
a country if the U.s. secretary of 
state determines there is credible 
evidence that it “has committed 
gross human rights violations.”

the law would not be applied, 
however,  if  the  U.s.  determined 
that  action  was  being  taken  to 
solve the problem.

One  such  step,  it  said,  would 
include bringing to justice “those 
officials  responsible  for  torture 
and ill-treatment.”

the U.n. said afghan security 

ministries cooperated with the in-
vestigation and have taken mea-
sures  to  stop  the  abuse  after  be-
ing shown the report. they have 
opened investigations, reassigned 

personnel  and  have  indicated 
that  those  responsible  will  be 
suspended  from  their  positions 
and in serious cases, prosecuted.

drafted  by  the  U.n.’s  afghan 
mission, known as UnaMa, the 
report  was  based  on  interviews 
with 379 detainees from October 
2010 to august 2011.

Most  of  the  detainees  were 
“suspected of being taliban fight-
ers, suicide attack facilitators, pro-
ducers  of  improvised  explosive 
devices, and others implicated in 
crimes associated with the armed 
conflict in afghanistan.”

torture methods included sus-
pending  people  by  their  wrists, 
beating the soles of the feet, elec-
tric  shocks,  twisting  detainees’ 
genitals and removing toenails.

UnaMa  said  the  torture 
aimed to obtain information and 
confessions,  which  it  said  are 
often  the  sole  form  of  evidence 
submitted  in  afghan  criminal 
trials. 

U.n. says detainees tortured in afghanistan
Report faults individuals but not government policy

Dark days: Afghan prisoners look out of a window at a Kabul 
prison in May 2003.  ap

‘The army realizes that 
its forces committed a 
massacre against a 
religious minority. 
There is no telling what 
will follow.’
said HossaM baHgaT
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