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I would like first of all to take this 
opportunity  to  extend  my  most 
respectful  wishes  to  Their  Impe-
rial  Majesties 
the  emperor 
akihito and em-
press  Michiko, 
as  well  as  to  all 
members  of  the 
distinguished 
Imperial  Family. 
I would also like 
on behalf of Mauritanian govern-
ment  and  people  to  express  my 
heartfelt condolences to the Japa-
nese government and people after 
the  deadly  earthquake  of  March 
11 that struck the east coast of Ja-
pan, with its disastrous aftermath 
and the Fukushima nuclear crisis. 
The Mauritanian government and 
people  reacted  with  deep  com-
passion through the prompt mes-
sage of sympathy from H.e. Presi-
dent  Mohamed  ould  abdel  aziz 
of  the  Islamic  republic  of  Mau-
ritania addressed to His Imperial 
Majesty  emperor  akihito,  along 
with  an  official  assistance  aid  to 
support construction efforts. 

I  further  wish  to  convey  my 
sincere  gratitude  to  the  editors 
of  The  Japan  Times  for  giving 
me  once  more  the  opportunity 
to address their readers.

Since the inauguration of H.e. 
aziz  as  president  of  the  republic 
on  aug.  5,  2009,  Mauritania  has 
achieved  resolute  progress  to-
ward  good  governance  by  fight-
ing relentlessly against the chaos 
and nepotism that has long been 
affecting the efficiency of our ad-

ministration.  Furthermore,  the 
president  has  stated  firmly  his 
determination to fight against ter-
rorism, and the human and drug 
trafficking phenomenon that have 
been recurrent here and there re-
cently in the Sahel region.

on the political level, a freshly 
ended,  successful  political  dia-
logue  between  the  presidential 
majority  and  opposition  parties 
has concluded on the signing of 
a  very  comprehensive  political 
accord  that  will  surely  help  to 
strengthen  the  trust  among  na-
tional political stakeholders and 
would  contribute  to  reinforce 
the  democratic  experience  in 
the country.

on  the  economic  level  and 
within  the  context  of  the  inter-
national economic crisis, the im-
provement of our peoples’  living 
conditions  is  a  central  priority 
that has already led to the imple-
mentation of important programs 
to fight poverty by providing uni-
versal access to essential services. 

In  this  regard,  the  Mauritanian 
government has  launched many 
infrastructure  projects  to  build 
paved  roads,  hospitals,  schools, 
etc.  Furthermore,  tremendous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  bring 
clean water and electricity to ev-
ery single household, taking into 
account  environmental  protec-
tion,  mainly  in  the  fight  against 
desertification. 

The  repatriation  of  our  fellow 
citizens  who  where  refugees  in 

Senegal, combined with a consen-
sual  resolution  of  the  humanitar-
ian issues through compensation, 
contributed  much  to    the  further 
strengthening of national unity and 
social cohesion in the country.

at the international and region-
al level, Mauritanian diplomacy in 
the last couple of years has been 
very  active.  The  president  of  the 
republic  in  his  capacity  as  chair 
of  the  african  Union  Heads  of 
States  panel  worked  tirelessly  to 
help  the  international  commu-
nity in its efforts to find solutions 
to both the Ivory Coast and Libya 
crisis, adding to this Mauritanian, 
eminently constructive, contribu-
tion  to  world  peace  efforts  in  its 
capacity of chair of the aU Peace 
and Security Council.

Given  its  highly  strategic  geo-
graphical  position  at  the  cross-
roads  of  north  and  sub-Saharan 
africa,  as  well  as  its  important 
potential  in  terms  of  mining  and 
fishing  resources,  Mauritania  of-
fers  nowadays  expanding  invest-
ment opportunities thanks to the 
launch of oil exploitation in 2006, 
added  to  many  other  prospects 
in  iron  ore  that  are  going  on  the 
Taoudeni  basin,  but  also  some 
huge discoveries in other rare met-
als, such as gold, that would very 
soon  lift  Mauritania  to  the  ranks 
of the top african gold producers.

The  doing  business  program 
adopted in conjunction with the 
World bank shall lead to a better 
business  environment  and  en-
hance the visibility of investment 
opportunities in our country.

In the tourism area, Mauritania 
has four cities — Chinguetti, oua-
dane, oualata and Tichitt — reg-
istered  as  UneSCo  World  Heri-

tage sites, with the banc d’arguin 
national Park, another registered 
site,  offering  africa’s  largest  pro-
tected maritime zone. Mauritania 
offers  tourists  a  rich  and  diverse 
panorama that can be enjoyed in 
absolute tranquility.

by joining the barcelona pro-
cess  and  becoming  a  founding 
member  of  the  Mediterranean 
Union, Mauritania’s involvement 
in the Mediterranean prosperity 
sphere is strengthening its pres-
ence  in  an  era  of  good  gover-
nance and in a deep-rooted de-
mocracy that favors both growth 
and investment.

our country stands resolutely 
committed  toward  economic 
liberalism  and  the  realization, 
within the given time, of the U.n. 
Millennium development Goals 
through  the  implementation  of 
an  appropriate  strategy  to  com-
bat poverty and illiteracy.

Its action in this field is stimu-
lated by the assistance of friendly 
nations such as Japan, which re-
mains one of the main contribu-
tors  to  public  development  aid 

in Mauritania. In this regard, the 
Mauritanian  government  and 
people  acknowledge  greatly  the 
positive  impacts  of  Japanese  of-
ficial  development  assistance 
(oda)  on  our  vital  sectors,  such 
as  food  security,  environmental 
protection,  fisheries,  health,  etc. 
Mauritania  also  welcomes  the 
expanding  presence  of  Japanese 
private investment in the country.

The  creation  on  oct.  1  by 
Japanese  nationals  of  a  Japa-
nese  –Mauritanian  friendship 
association  will  undoubtedly 
contribute  to  further  enhancing 
the relationship between our two 
respective people.

Known for  its commitment to 
the  virtues  of  peace  and  toler-
ance, Mauritania greatly appreci-
ates the values of peace, consen-
sus, friendship and human pros-
perity that constitute the basis of 
Japan’s international role.

among  other  things,  Mauri-
tania appreciates very much the 
decision  of  Japanese  authorities 
to keep on with the Tokyo Inter-
national  Conference  for  african 

development  (TICad)  process, 
confirmed by the recent declara-
tion of Prime Minister yoshihiko 
noda  in  front  of  the  66th  U.n. 
General  assembly  to  organize 
TICad v by 2013. 

The  exchange  of  high-level 
visits between the two countries, 
such as the visit to Mauritania of 
then Parliamentary vice Minister 
for Foreign affairs Makiko Kikuta 
in  January  2011  and  the  recent 
successful visit of our Minister of 

Foreign affairs H.e. Hamadi ould 
baba ould Hamadi, adding to the 
visit last december of the Mauri-
tanian  minister  of  fisheries  and 
maritime economy to Japan, dur-
ing which the fisheries agreement 
was  renewed,  have  contributed 
tremendously  to  the  reinforce-
ment of our bilateral relations.

I am convinced that Mauritania 
can  count  on  Japan’s  continued 
support and friendship as we con-
tinue our nation-building effort.

fostering an era of good governance, deep-rooted democracy

H.E. President of Mauritania 
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz

Industry: Located in northern Mauritania, the town of Zouerat is a 
center for iron ore mining. AkemI shIgA

UnesCO adds two to heritage list
Denpasar  Indonesia Afp-JIJI
Chinese shadow puppetry and belgian aging rituals, both passed 
down through the generations, were added Saturday to UneSCo’s 
list of “intangible cultural heritage” of humanity.

Chinese shadow puppetry is a form of theater acted by colorful 
silhouette figures made from leather or paper, accompanied by 
music and singing and manipulated by puppeteers using rods. The 
plays are performed against a backlit cloth screen. Skills are passed 
down through families and troupes.

The age set rituals of Leuven in belgium are a decade-long rite of 
passage for men who share the same birth year, centering on the 10 
years leading up to a man’s 50th birthday. Participants form a group 
at the age of 40 and take part in social and cultural activities that 
culminate in a celebration around the city’s statue of the prophet 
abraham. each group has an older “godfather” to guide them and 
chooses its own medal, flag and uniform.

UneSCo has chosen 47 items since last year including Indian 
Chhau dance, which enacts episodes from epics including the 
Mahabharata and ramayana and human towers built by members 
of amateur groups named Castells in Spain.

study gives hope on warming effects
Washington  Afp-JIJI
High levels of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere may have less of 
an impact on the rate of global warming than feared, a new study 
says. The authors of the study, funded by the U.S. national Science 
Foundation, stressed that increases in atmospheric carbon dioxide 
will nonetheless have multiple serious impacts.

but the more severe estimates, such as those put forth by the 
United nations’ Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, are 
unlikely, the researchers found in their study, published in the 
journal Science. The 2007 IPCC report estimated that surface 
temperatures could rise by 2.4 to 6.4 degrees.

“When you reconstruct sea and land surface temperatures from 
the peak of the last ice age 21,000 years ago — which is referred to 
as the Last Glacial Maximum — and compare it with climate model 
simulations of that period, you get a much different picture,” said 
lead author andreas Schmittner, an oregon State University 
researcher. “If these paleoclimatic constraints apply to the future, as 
predicted by our model, the results imply less probability of 
extreme climatic change than previously thought.”

Scientists have long struggled to quantify “climate sensitivity,” or 
how the earth will respond to projected increases in carbon 
dioxide, the main greenhouse gas. Schmittner noted that many 
previous studies only looked at periods spanning from 1850 to 
today, thus not taking into account paleoclimatic data.

The researchers based their study on ice age land and ocean 
surface temperatures obtained by examining ice cores, bore holes, 
seafloor sediments and other factors. They only found very small 
differences in ocean temperatures between then and now. “yet the 
planet was completely different — huge ice sheets over north 
america and northern europe, more sea ice and snow, different 
vegetation, lower sea levels and more dust in the air,” Schmittner 
said. “It shows that even very small changes in the ocean’s surface 
temperature can have an enormous impact elsewhere, particularly 
over land areas at mid- to high-latitudes.” He warned that use of 
fossil fuels could lead to similar warming of sea surfaces today.

82 prisoners escape from Brazil jail
Brasilia  Afp-JIJI
eighty-two prisoners, most of them serving sentences for murder, 
robbery and drug trafficking, escaped from a prison in northeastern 
brazil, police said Saturday. 

The inmates escaped late Friday through a hole in the roof of a 
building at the barreiras jail in bahia state, city police Chief 
Joaquim rodrigues told reporters. “It was raining heavily at the 
time, and none of the guards heard a strange noise,” he said. 
authorities were alerted after locals saw many men running in 
disarray from the jail.

The prison has a capacity of just 28 inmates, but 170 men had 
been crammed in the jail, according to local media. none of the 
escaped prisoners had yet been recaptured, a city official said.

In BrIef

Cape Canaveral  florida
Ap

a  supersize  rover  zoomed  to-
ward  Mars  on  an  8½-month, 
570-million-km  journey  Sat-
urday,  the  biggest  and  best-
equipped  robot  ever  sent  to  ex-
plore another planet.

naSa’s  six-wheeled,  one-
armed  wonder,  Curiosity,  will 
reach  Mars  next  summer  and 
use  its  jackhammer  drill,  rock-
zapping laser machine and other 
devices  to  search  for  evidence 
that  earth’s  next-door  neighbor 
might  once  have  been  home  to 
the teeniest forms of life.

More  than  13,000  invited 
guests  jammed  the  Kennedy 
Space Center on Saturday morn-
ing to witness naSa’s first launch 
to  Mars  in  four  years,  and  the 
first  flight  of  a  Martian  rover  in 
eight years.

Mars fever gripped the crowd. 
naSa astrobiologist Pan Conrad, 
whose  carbon  compound-seek-
ing  instrument  is  on  the  rover, 
wore a blouse emblazoned with 
rockets,  planets  and  the  words, 
“next stop Mars!” 

The  1-ton  Curiosity  —  3  me-
ters  long,  2.7  meters  wide  and 
2.1 meters tall at its mast — is a 
mobile,  nuclear-powered  labo-
ratory holding 10 science instru-
ments  that  will  sample  Martian 
soil and rocks, and with unprec-
edented skill analyze them right 
on the spot.

naSa’s Mars exploration pro-
gram  director  calls  it  “the  mon-
ster truck of Mars.”

“It’s  an  enormous  mission. 
It’s equivalent of three missions, 
frankly,  and  quite  an  undertak-
ing,”  said  the  program  director, 
doug  McCuistion.  “Science  fic-
tion  is  now  science  fact.  We’re 
flying to Mars. We’ll get it on the 
ground and see what we find.”

The  primary  goal  of  the  $2.5 
billion mission is to see whether 
cold, dry and barren Mars might 
have been hospitable for micro-
bial  life  once  upon  a  time  —  or 
might even still be conducive to 
life now. no actual life detectors 
are on board;  rather,  the  instru-
ments will hunt for organic com-
pounds.

Curiosity’s 2.1-meter arm has 
a jackhammer on the end to drill 
into  the  Martian  red  rock,  and 
the 2.1-meter mast on the rover 
is  topped  with  high-definition 
and laser cameras.

With  Mars  a  goal  for  astro-
nauts,  naSa  will  use  Curios-
ity  to  measure  radiation  at  the 

red  planet.  The  rover  also  has 
a  weather  station  on  board  that 
will  provide  temperature,  wind 
and  humidity  readings;  a  com-
puter  software  app  with  daily 
weather updates is planned.

no previous Martian rover has 
been so sophisticated.

The world has launched more 
than  three  dozen  missions  to 
the  ever-alluring  Mars,  which  is 
more  like  earth  than  the  other 
planets. yet fewer than half those 
quests have succeeded.

Just two weeks ago, a russian 
spacecraft  ended  up  stuck  in 
orbit  around  earth,  rather  than 
en  route  to  the  Martian  moon 
Phobos.

“Mars  really  is  the  bermuda 
Triangle  of  the  solar  system,” 
said  naSa’s  Colleen  Hartman, 
assistant associate administrator 
for science. “It’s the death planet, 
and the United States of america 
is  the  only  nation  in  the  world 
that has ever landed and driven 
robotic explorers on the surface 
of Mars. and now we’re set to do 
it again.”

Curiosity’s arrival next august 
will be particularly hair-raising.

In a spacecraft  first,  the rover 
will be lowered onto the Martian 
surface via a jet pack and tether 
system  that  is  similar  to  the 
sky  cranes  used  to  lower  heavy 
equipment into remote areas on 
earth.

Curiosity  is  too  heavy  to  use 
air  bags  like  its  much  smaller 
predecessors,  Spirit  and  oppor-
tunity, did in 2004. besides,  this 
new  way  should  provide  for  a 
more accurate landing.

astronauts will need to make 
similarly  precise  landings  on 
Mars one day.

Curiosity  will  spend  a  mini-
mum  of  two  years  roaming 
around  Gale  Crater,  chosen 
from  among  more  than  50  po-
tential  landing  sites  because  it 
is  so  rich  in  minerals.  Scientists 
said if there is any place on Mars 
that might have been ripe for life, 
it may well be there.

The  rover  should  go  farther 
and  work  harder  than  any  pre-
vious  Mars  explorer  because  of 
its power source: 4.8 kg of radio-
active  plutonium.  The  nuclear 
generator  was  encased  in  sev-
eral protective layers in case of a 
launch accident.

naSa  expects  to  put  at  least 
19 km on the odometer once the 
rover sets down on the surface.

McCuistion  anticipates  being 
blown away by the never-before-
seen  vistas.  “Those  first  images 

are  going  to  just  be  stunning,  I 
believe.  It  will  be  like  sitting  in 
the  bottom  of  the  Grand  Can-
yon,” he said.

This  is  the  third  astronomi-
cal mission to be launched from 
Cape  Canaveral  by  naSa  since 
the  retirement  of  the  venerable 
space  shuttle  fleet  this  summer. 
The Juno probe is en route to Ju-
piter, and twin spacecraft named 
Grail will arrive at earth’s moon 
on new year’s eve and day.

Unlike  Juno  and  Grail,  Cu-
riosity  suffered  development 
programs and came in two years 
late  and  nearly  $1  billion  over 
budget.  Scientists  involved  in 
the  project  noted  Saturday  that 
the  money  is  being  spent  on 
earth, not Mars, and the mission 
is costing every american about 
the price of a movie.

“I’ll  leave  you  to  judge  for 
yourself  whether  or  not  that’s 
a  movie  you’d  like  to  see,”  said 
California  Institute  of  Technol-
ogy’s  John  Grotzinger,  the  proj-
ect  scientist.  “I  know  that’s  one 
I would.”

naSa launches huge rover to seek traces of life on Mars
1-ton Curiosity is a mobile, nuclear-powered lab 
holding 10 instruments to sample soil and rocks

Up and away: A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket carrying NASA’s Mars Science Laboratory Curiosity rover lifts off from Cape 
Canaveral Air Force Station in Florida on Saturday. Ap 

Red planet rover comes over: A “sky crane” lowers the Mars Science Laboratory Curiosity rover onto 
the surface of Mars in this NASA/JPL-Caltech illustration. Ap
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