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Qatar national day

Yousef Mohamed Bilal
AMBAssAdor of the stAte of 
QAtAr

dec. 18, the national day of the 
State of Qatar,  is a special occa-
sion that revives 
the  feelings  of 
glory and pride, 
renews  the 
commitment  to 
the  homeland 
and  embodies 
the  cohesion 
between  our 
wise  leadership and the people. 
This  glorious  event  provides  an 
opportunity to pay homage and 
show reverence to the founder of 
the  State  of  Qatar,  Sheikh  Jasim 
bin mohamad bin Thani, for his 
role  to  surmount  the  challeng-
es  of  building  the  unity  of  our 
country. 

On  this  auspicious  occasion, 
I  am  privileged  to  express,  on 
behalf  of  the  government  and 
people  of  the  State  of  Qatar, 
our  deepest  respect  and  cordial 
greetings to Their Imperial maj-
esties emperor akihito and em-
press  michiko,  members  of  the 

Imperial Family, the government 
and friendly people of Japan. 

The  commemoration  of  our 
national  day  this  year  comes 
amid  tremendous  transforma-
tions  and  outstanding  achieve-
ments  taking  place  in  Qatar. 
Thanks  to  the  vision  and  wise 
leadership  of  His  Highness 
emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani  and  the  efforts  of  his 
trusted  heir  apparent,  Sheikh 
Tamim  bin  Hamad  al-Thani, 
our  country  has  secured  no-
table  advances  in  all  spheres 
of life, and entered a significant 
phase  of  comprehensive  politi-
cal, social and economic devel-
opments.

economically,  Qatar  has  a 
durable,  robust  and  rapidly 
growing economy, underpinned 
by the hydrocarbon wealth, sta-
ble  political  environment  and 
sound  strategic  plans.  Qatar’s 
gross  domestic  product  (GdP) 
growth  reached  16.6  percent  in 
real  terms  in  2010  and  is  pro-
jected  to  grow  by  a  further  20 
percent  in  2011,  prompting  the 
International  monetary  Fund 
(ImF) to classify our economy as 

the  fastest-growing,  one  of    the 
most  competitive  and  the  most 
stable in the world. The impres-
sive  economic  boom  in  Qatar 
has created an unstoppable mo-
mentum for building a prosper-
ous and more vibrant country in 
the region. 

Qatar is politically stable due 
to the strong trust by the popu-
lation  in  the  wise  leadership,  a 
safe  environment  and  a  good 

distribution  of  the  country’s 
wealth  among  the  population. 
Our leadership is committed to 
accomplish  the  country’s  con-
stitutional  goals  and  to  hold 
the  advisory  council  elections, 
which  will  serve  as  a  spring-
board  for  building  a  modern 
state  that  is  capable  of  dealing 
with  the  challenges  of  the  new 
era and draw a brighter pathway 
for our future.

While  continuing  the  daunt-
ing  task  of  building  a  fully  de-
veloped country, our leadership 
also  remained  preoccupied  by 
the  complicated  situations  in 
the  region.  Qatar  has  always 
been  keen  to  take  advantage  of 
its good relations with all parties 
to try healing the rifts among the 
countries and mediate in resolv-
ing some conflicts and problems 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace 
and stability in the region.

With  regard  to  the  unprec-
edented  political  unrest  that 
resulted  in  heavy  casualties  in 
some arab countries, Qatar has 
chosen  to  align  itself  with  the 
arab people in their struggle to 
attain  their  legitimate  rights  of 

freedom,  justice  and  democra-
cy.  Qatar  strongly  believes  that 
the adoption of the political and 
economic reforms that meet the 
wishes  and  aspirations  of  the 
people  is  the  only  guarantor  of 
stability of all arab countries.

Japan,  as  a  longtime,  good 
friend  to  the  arab  world,  re-
mained  concerned  with  the 
volatile  situation  in  the  region, 
despite  its  momentous  task  to 
cope  with  the  consequences  of 
the Great east Japan earthquake 
and tsunami. 

The  devastation  caused  by 
the  march  11th  earthquake 
and  tsunami  in  Japan  immedi-
ately evoked heartfelt sympathy 
in  Qatar  toward  our  Japanese 
friends. 

I would like to once again ex-

press  my  deepest  condolences 
to  the  government  and  friendly 
people of Japan, for the massive 
loss  of  lives  from  the  disaster. 
What  is  heartening,  however,  is 
that  the  Japanese  people  were 
able  to  demonstrate  their  com-
mon  resilience  and  determina-
tion to overcome the impacts of 
the crisis and to quickly recover 
from  the  disaster  and  emerge 
stronger.

Qatar was one of the countries 
that  rushed  to  alleviate  the  suf-
fering  of  our  friendly  Japanese 
people  from  the  calamity.  H.e. 
Khalid bin mohamed al-attiyah, 
then the minister of international 
cooperation, visited Japan short-
ly after the disaster to convey the 
condolences  of  the  government 
and people of Qatar. 

To demonstrate the great im-
portance  our  country  attaches 
to Japan and its friendly people, 
Qatar’s  leadership  decided  to 
donate $100 million to help re-
build some of the regions hit by 
the  disaster.  a  special  fund  has 
already  been  established  to  ac-
complish  a  number  of  projects 
that  will  benefit  many  of  those 
affected. Qatar has also pledged 
to meet all Japan’s energy needs 
on the background of the nucle-
ar crisis at the Fukushima power 
plant.  This  symbolizes  the  in-
terdependence  and  closer  co-
operation with Japan, as one of 
our  most  important  economic 
partners. 

Qatar-Japan  relations  are 
strengthening  in  a  steadfast 
pace.  The  next  year  will  mark 

the  40th  anniversary  of  the  es-
tablishment  of  the  diplomatic 
relations between the two coun-
tries;  both  sides  are  committed 
to  celebrate  this  historic  occa-
sion in a way that befits its status 
and  significance.  The  event  will 
provide  a  chance  for  reaffirm-
ing  friendship,  reviewing  past 
achievements  and  exploring 
new  avenues  for  forging  a  far-
reaching  and  multidimensional 
partnership. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  express 
my deepest appreciation to The 
Japan  Times  for  giving  me  this 
opportunity to address its distin-
guished  readers  on  this  happy 
occasion  and  I  would  like  to 
express  my  best  wishes  for  all 
to  have  a  happy,  peaceful  and 
prosperous new year.

stability, trust at heart of Qatar’s fast growth, progress

Celebration: Young students join in a parade on the occasion of the National Day of Qatar. eMBAssY of QAtAr

Modern skyline: Many skyscrapers have been built in Qatar in recent years and many more are planned in the near future in the capital 
Doha. eMBAssY of QAtAr

Foreign policy 
The  State  of  Qatar,  since  its  es-
tablishment,  has  been  pursuing 
the prevalence of peace, security 
and stability in all corners of the 
globe,  based  on  the  conviction 
that  they  are  closely  tied  to  po-
litical and economic stability. To 
achieve these goals, Qatar sanc-
tions the united nations’ efforts 
to  uphold  peace  in  the  world, 
and  maintains  close  ties  of  col-
laboration with peace-loving na-
tions and individuals. Qatar has 
adhered to the principle of good 
relations  with  its  neighbors  and 
all  countries,  and  has  contrib-
uted to international peace, sta-
bility, security and prosperity.  It 
extends generous financial assis-
tance to developing countries in 
asia and africa, and contributes 
financially  to  various  regional 
and  international  charities  and 
aid funds.

Qatar  adopts  a  set  of  princi-

ples as a basis for peace and se-
curity in the middle east and the 
World at large. Foremost among 
these  principles  is  the  absten-
tion from using or threatening to 
use  military  force  by  one  coun-
try against territorial  integrity of 
another.  Instead,  Qatar  always 
advocates  settling  disputes  by 
peaceful  means,  including  re-
gional  or  international  arbitra-
tion and dialogue. 

being  a  founding  member  of 
the  Gulf  cooperation  council 
(Gcc),  Qatar’s  foreign  policy 
places  a  special  focus  on  sup-
porting  the  Gcc,  and  works 
hard toward the promotion and 
consolidation of relations among 
member  states.  The  objective  is 
to  help  Gcc  states  realize  their 
common  objectives  of  attain-
ing  integration  in  various  fields. 
Qatar  also  seeks  to  strengthen 
pan-arab  solidarity  through 
mutual  trust  and  communica-

tion  between  individual  arab 
countries, and spare no effort to 
advance the interests of the arab 
world as whole. 

Qatar  is  a  member  of  the 
League  of  arab  States  (LaS), 
the  Gcc,  the  Organization  of 
Petroleum  exporting  countries 
(OPec), the united nations, the 
Organization  of  Islamic  coop-
eration  (OIc),  the  non-aligned 
movement,  the  World  Trade 
Organization  (WTO),  as  well  as 
other regional and international 
organizations.

Economy of Qatar
The Qatari economy is one of the 
most rapidly growing economies 
in  the  world.  The  real  gross  do-
mestic product (GdP) grew at an 
impressive  rate  of  15.7  percent 
during  the  last  five  years  (2006-
2010). The rate was 16.6 percent 
in 2010 and is projected by Qatar 
national  bank  to  rise  to  20  per-

cent this year.
The rapid economic growth is 

made possible by the expansion 
in  the production and export of 
liquefied natural gas, petroleum, 
petrochemicals  and  related 
products.

The  Qatari  government  has 
continued  to  develop  the  coun-
try’s  massive  hydrocarbon  re-
serves  while  at  the  same  time 
implementing  a  program  with 
the aim of diversifying the econ-
omy  through  the  development 
and  promotion  of  the  private 
sector’s industries, financial ser-
vices and tourism.

Increases in export earnings in 
recent  years,  due  to  the  expan-
sion of production capacity of oil 
and natural gas, has given Qatar 
a  per  capita  income  that  ranks 
among the highest in the world. 
Per  capita  income  in  2010  was 
$76,160  and  the  International 
monetary Fund (ImF) estimates 

it will soar to $109,900 by the end 
of  this  year.  The  ImF  says  the 
surge  in  per  capita  income  will 
push Qatar in the world ranking, 
too,  catapulting  it  to  the  no. 2 
spot after Luxembourg.

The government strategy is to 
use  the  vast  oil  and  gas  wealth 
to  create  opportunities  for  all. 
It has committed to massive in-
vestments  in  infrastructure  ex-
pansion  in  a  variety  of  sectors 
including  energy,  health,  edu-
cation,  transport  and  tourism. 
Qatar is planning $225 billion of 
investment  in  the  period  2011-
2016.  This  is  in  the  runup  to  its 
hosting  of  the  2022  FIFa  World 
cup  soccer  tournament,  and 
rooted  in  the  model  of  sustain-
able  development  envisaged  in 
Qatar  national  Vision  for  2030. 
Investment in developing a first-
class  infrastructure  will  be  ac-
celerated  in  preparation  to  host 
the World cup event. The largest 

project  is  the  $29  billion  metro 
and rail project. It will be imple-
mented in three phases, with the 
completion  scheduled  for  2022. 
Other  focal areas  include roads, 
industrial  zones  and  informa-
tion  and  communications  tech-
nology.

Qatar’s  oil  and  condensates 
reserves  as  of  december  2010 
were estimated at 26 billion bar-
rels. This is 1.9 percent of proven 
world  oil  reserves  and  ranks 
Qatar  13th  globally.  Total  crude 
oil, condensates and natural gas 
liquids production in 2010 were 
around  1.6  million  barrels  per 
day,  of  which  800,000  barrels 
was crude oil and the remainder 
condensates  and  nGL.  at  the 
current  production  pace,  total 
reserves  of  crude  oil  and  con-
densates are expected to last for 
around  45  years.  On  the  other 
hand, Qatar’s proven natural gas 

Current highlights of the state of Qatar’s foreign policy, economy
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Qatar national day

Fumio Kawaguchi
Chairman, Japan-Qatar 
Friendship assoCiation

On  behalf  of 
the  Japan-Qa-
tar  Friendship 
a s s o c i a t i o n 
(JQFa),  I  would 
like  to  offer  my 
sincere  con-
gratulations  to 
His  Highness 
emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani,  His  Highness  Sheikh 
Tamin bin Hamad al-Thani, the 
heir apparent, and the people of 
the  State  of  Qatar  on  their  40th 
national day.

It  is  said  that  confucius,  the 
great  chinese  thinker,  men-

tioned  he  was  free  from  vacil-
lation  at  the  age  of  40,  a  state 
known as “fuwaku” in Japanese. 
The  State  of  Qatar  steadily  pro-
ceeded in constructing its coun-
try,  centering  on  the  energy 
sector. The country achieved 77 
million tons per year of liquefied 
natural  gas  (LnG)  production 
capacity  last  year  and  succeed-
ed in establishing its position as 
the  largest  LnG  exporter  in  the 
world  even  before  reaching  the 
age  of  40.  moreover,  in  areas  of 
diplomacy,  economy,  culture 
and education the State of Qatar 
did  make  great  success  under 
the  distinguished  leadership 
of  His  Highness.  now,  nobody 
doubts  that  the  State  of  Qatar 
has  become  the  county  that  is 

a  “small  but  great  power  in  the 
middle  east”  with  the  highest 
economic  growth  rates  in  the 
world.

Taking  this  opportunity,  we 
would  like  to  express  our  sin-
cere  appreciation  to  the  sup-
port extended to Japan from the 
State of Qatar with respect to the 
Great  east  Japan  earthquake, 
which  occurred  on  march  11. 
His Highness decided to gener-
ously  donate,  on  behalf  of  the 
people  and  the  government  of 
the  State  of  Qatar,  $100  million 
as  a  contribution  to  Japan’s  re-
construction  efforts  following 
the  earthquake.  In  this  regard, 
I  would  like  to  express  my  pro-
found appreciation on behalf of 
the  JQFa.  I  sincerely  hope  that 

such  a  huge  contribution  will 
reach every sufferer at the earli-
est opportunity. Immediately af-
ter the earthquake struck, Japan 
received the kind offer from the 
State of Qatar for its readiness to 
extend every possible assistance. 
Furthermore,  we  welcome  and 
appreciate  the  initiatives  of  the 
State of Qatar through Qatargas 
to  supply  Japan  with  an  addi-
tional  4  million  tons  of  LnG  to 
resolve  the  shortage  of  energy 
due  to  this  disaster,  so  that  Ja-
pan  can  continue  to  carry  out 
promptly  and  smoothly  its  re-
construction efforts. 

We  will  celebrate  the  40th 
anniversary  of  Qatar-Japan  dip-
lomatic  relations  next  year.  The 
relationship  between  our  two 

countries  has  already  reached 
the  stage  of  the  age  of  40,  and 
is  very  stable  and  reliable.  We, 
the  JQFa,  intend  to  further  en-
deavor  to  deepen  bilateral  ties 
and  establish  multilayered  rela-
tionships  through  exchange  in 
various fields, including culture, 
education,  sports  and  medi-
cal  care.  I  hope  many  Japanese 
people  will  visit  doha  next  year 
to  celebrate  the  40th  anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations and 
many  people  all  over  the  world 
will  visit  doha  for  various  pur-
poses,  including  the  18th  con-
ference  of  Parties  to  the  united 
nations Framework convention 
on climate change (cOP18) via 
the  new  international  airport  in 
doha.

deepen bilateral ties to enhance relationship

reserves  are  the  third-largest  in 
the  world  after  russia  and  Iran, 
and  are  estimated  at  25  trillion 
cu. meters. These reserves would 
translate  into  14  percent  of  the 
world total and will be sufficient 
to  support  planned  production 
for more than 200 years. 

Qatar Financial Center
The  Qatar  Financial  center 
(QFc)  is  a  financial  and  busi-
ness complex established by the 
government  of  Qatar  in  2005  to 
attract  international  financial 
services  and  multinational  cor-
porations  to  grow  and  develop 
the market for financial services 
in the region. The QFc provides 
access  to  over  $140  billion  of 
investment  in  Qatar  over  the 
next five years as well as over $1 
trillion  in  planned  investment 
across the Gcc. 

The  QFc  aims  to  help  all 
QFc-licensed  firms  generate 
new  and  sustainable  revenue 
streams.  It  provides  access  to 
local  and  regional  investment 
opportunities.  business  can  be 
transacted inside or outside Qa-
tar,  in  local  or  foreign  currency. 
uniquely, this allows businesses 
to  operate  both  locally  and  in-
ternationally.  Furthermore,  the 
QFc  allows  100  percent  owner-
ship  by  foreign  companies,  and 
all  profits  can  be  remitted  out-
side  of  Qatar.  The  business  en-
vironment  created  by  the  QFc 
enables firms to quickly establish 
a physical presence in Qatar and 
the region.

The  QFc  provides  a  world-
class  business  environment  for 
undertaking  financial  services 
and  also  promotes  revenue-
generating  opportunities  inter-
nationally.  The  QFc  provides  a 
familiar  international  legal  and 
business  infrastructure  that  is 
separate  from  the  host  Qatari 
systems.

Education City
The  970-hectare  multi-institu-
tional  education  city  is  being 
set  up  under  the  aegis  of  the 
Qatar  Foundation  for  educa-
tion,  Science  and  community 
development, which was estab-
lished  in  1995  by  His  Highness 
emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani.  The  facility  includes 
higher  educational  institutions 
at  the  university  level,  special-
ized  training  in  design  arts  and 
languages, and sporting facilities.

The  Qatar  Foundation  has 

signed a number of agreements 
with world-renowned education-
al institutions to set up branches 
of their institutions in the educa-
tion city in Qatar. The first such 
agreement was signed with cor-
nell  university  for  establishing 
the  Weill  cornell  medical  col-
lege-Qatar.  as  part  of  the  Weill 
cornell  medical  college-Qatar, 
there is also a proposal to set up 
a hospital with a 250 to 300 bed 
capacity. 

The other leading educational 
institutions  represented  in  Qa-
tar  are  Georgetown  university’s 
Welsh School of Foreign Servic-
es, Texas a&m university, which 
offers engineering degree cours-
es,  carnegie  mellon  university, 
which  offers  undergraduate 
programs  in  computer  science 
and business, northwestern uni-
versity,  which  offers  bachelor’s 
degrees  in  communication  and 
journalism, college of north at-
lantic  and  canadian  bureau  of 
International education, among 
others.

Sports in Qatar
Qatar embraces sports as part of 
its rich culture and heritage, and 
has engaged in an extraordinary 
range  of  sporting  activities  that 
are propelling the country to the 
forefront  of  the  nations  of  the 
middle  east.  Qatar  views  sports 
as  a  means  to  forge  friendship 
and  to  enhance  relations  with 
the  nations  worldwide.  Qatar 
also  has  a  vision  of  becoming 
a  leading  country  in  bringing 
the  world  together  and  improv-
ing  relations  between  nations 
through sports.

Qatar has already crossed sev-
eral  milestones  in  hosting  and 
organizing  major  international 

sports events. The country host-
ed  a  successful  FIFa  under-20 
World  cup  in  1995.  The  15th 
asian  Games  were  successfully 
held in Qatar in 2006. In January 
of  this  year,  the  country  hosted, 
for  the  second  time  after  the 
1988 edition,  the asian Football 
cup,  which  was  won  by  Japan. 
The  country  has  invested  $2.8 
billion in sporting infrastructure, 
turning the capital city doha into 
one of the most modern sporting 
cities of the world, and confirm-
ing its readiness to host even big-
ger sports events for the world.

dec. 2, 2010, however, marked 
a  new  dawn  of  history  and  an 
exciting  era  for  the  State  of  Qa-
tar. after competing with Japan, 
South  Korea,  australia  and  the 
united  States  to  host  the  2022 
World  cup,  Qatar  succeeded 
in  wining  the  majority  of  votes, 
becoming the first nation in the 
middle east and the arab world 
to host this prestigious and most 
celebrated  international  soccer 
tournament.  according  to  the 
words  of  H.e.  Sheikh  moham-
med bin Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani,  chairman  of  Qatar  2022: 
“Qatar  2022  is  a  bid  on  behalf 
of  the  whole  region.  The  first 
global sports event in the middle 

east provides an opportunity for 
greater understanding and unity 
between  the  arab  and  Western 
worlds and can inspire enthusi-
astic  support  from  football  fans 
young  and  old  across  the  entire 
region.”

Relations with Japan
The  State  of  Qatar  enjoys  ex-
cellent  bilateral  relations  with 
Japan.  The  relationship,  which 
was  started  at  the  diplomatic 
level in may 1972, grew in cover-
age and scale, and over the years 
expanded  to  incorporate  politi-
cal, economic, educational, and 
science and technology forms of 
cooperation.

The two sides have made tire-
less efforts to boost and enhance 
the existing ties of friendship and 
collaboration.  Foremost  among 
these  is  the  creation  of  the 
Qatar-Japan,  and  Japan-Qatar 
friendship  associations,  and  the 
Japan  Parliamentary  League  for 
Friendship with Qatar. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  bilat-
eral  relations  in  general  and 
economic ties in particular were 
elevated to new heights with the 
launching of the joint economic 
committee  in  november  2006. 
The Qatar-Japan Joint economic 
committee  holds  annual  meet-
ings  at  the  ministerial  level  to 
discuss  topics  such  as  energy, 
the  business  environment  and 
investment,  among  other  issues 
of mutual interest. The commit-
tee  held  its  sixth  annual  meet-
ing  in  October  in  Tokyo,  with 
the  participation  of  the  Qatari 
deputy Premier and chief of the 
amiri  diwan  H.e.  abdulla  bin 
Hamad al-attiyah, and H.e. mo-
hammed Saleh abdulla al-Sada, 
minister of energy and industry, 
along with Foreign minister H.e. 
Koichiro  Genba  and  minister 
of  economy,  Trade  and  Indus-
try  H.e.  yukio  edano.  besides 
the  annual  meetings,  another 
regular  event,  the  Joint  Qatari-
Japanese  energy  Seminar,  is  or-

ganized  under  the  aegis  of  the 
joint  committee.  The  seminar 
is  held  twice  a  year  since  early 
2009 in doha and Tokyo, and the 
participants  of  both  countries 
exchange views and information 
on various energy-related issues. 

The  economic  partnership 
has continued to be strong over-
all.  Japan  has  been  the  no. 1 
trade partner for the State of Qa-
tar  over  the  past  few  years.  Last 
year,  32  percent  of  the  value  of 
Qatar’s exports and 5 percent of 
its imports were transacted with 
Japan. Trade relations also grew 
in magnitude with the volume of 
trade  surging  from  $11.7  billion 
in  2005  to  $17.5  billion  in  2009, 

and jumping again by 30 percent 
to $22.7 billion in 2010.

Trade  and  investment  in  en-
ergy  constitute  the  backbone 
of  the  strategic  economic  part-
nership.  Qatar  is  a  reliable  and 
stable  supplier  of  crude  oil  and 
natural  gas  resources  to  Japan. 
In 2010, for example, Qatar sup-
plied  Japan  with  158.88  million 
barrels of oil, representing about 
12 percent of Japan’s total crude 
oil imports, in addition to 11 per-
cent  and  27  percent  of  Japan’s 
total  needs  of  liquefied  natural 
gas and liquefied petroleum gas 
respectively,  making  Qatar  the 
fourth biggest energy supplier to 
Japan.

Qatar  is  also  benefiting  from 
Japanese investment and exper-
tise  in  various  large-scale  proj-
ects. currently, there are over 40 

Japanese companies with offices 
in  Qatar,  and  their  focus  is  on 
the  construction,  shipping  and 
energy sectors.

Various forms of cooperation continue to drive relations with Japan
ContinuEd FRom pagE 4

Sandy scenery: much of Qatar consists of low, barren plains of 
desert. embassy oF Qatar

marketplace: the newly restored, traditional-style Souq Waqif is a 
major tourist attraction in doha, selling garments, spices and 
handicrafts, as well as being home to many restaurants and art 
galleries. embassy oF Qatar

Folklore: men get ready to perform a rhythmic group dance. embassy oF Qatar
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