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Jan. 1, the national day of Cuba,  
marks  the  53rd  anniversary  of 
the  Triumph  of  the  revolution. 
On  such  a  sig-
nificant  date  for 
my  country,  I 
have  the  honor 
to convey on be-
half  of  the  peo-
ple  and  govern-
ment  of  Cuba 
the most sincere 
wishes  for  peace  and  prosper-
ity  to  Their  Imperial  Majesties 
Emperor  akihito  and  Empress 
Michiko  and  other  members  of 
the  Imperial  Family,  as  well  as 
to  the  government  and  people 
of Japan.

The  terrible  disaster  that  af-

fected  Japan  on  March  11  was 
known in Cuba with stupor and 
pain.  President  of  Cuba  raúl 
Castro  paid  a  visit  to  the  Japa-
nese  ambassador  in  Havana  to 
express Cuba’s deep sorrow and 
solidarity  with  Japan,  and  the 
conviction  that,  as  in  other  dif-
ficult  moments  in  their  history, 
the  Japanese  people  will  over-
come adversity.

The  year  just  concluded  has 
been  momentous  for  Cuba. 
The sixth Congress of  the Com-
munist  Party  was  held  in  april, 
the culmination of a very broad 
and democratic national debate 
about the complex and very dif-
ficult economic and social prob-
lems  prevailing  in  the  country 
and  the  necessary  measures  to 
overcome  them.  The  Congress 
adopted  the  road  map  for  the 

period  2011-2015  with  dras-
tic  changes  in  all  sectors  and 
spheres  of  social  and  economic 
activities to ensure the continuity 
of our socialist system of  justice 
for all. 

These  decisions  that  are  al-
ready  being  implemented  com-
pact the central apparatus of the 
state  while  decentralizing  func-
tions to provincial and municipal 
governments,  and  transferring 
multiple services and productions 
to individual small and medium-
size private enterprises.

Those  changes  occur  in  the 
midst  of  an  acute  international 
economic  and  financial  crisis 
aggravated  in  the  case  of  Cuba 
by the permanence of the illegal 
and  cruel  economic,  commer-
cial  and  financial  blockade  ap-
plied  for  more  than  50  years  by 
successive  u.S.  administrations 
against  the  Cuban  people  with 
the declared purpose of causing 
serious  harm  to  the  normal  de-
velopment  of  our  economy,  the 
damages  of  which  amount  to 
more than $975 billion.

For  20  consecutive  years,  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the 
international  community  at  the 
united  nations  General  assem-
bly  condemns  that  blockade 
and its extraterritorial character, 
including the vote of Japan, sup-
port the Cuban people know and 
appreciate.

The  changes  being  put  in 
place  maintain  and  improve 
free  and  universal  services  in 
the  areas  of  health,  education 
and social programs at the time 
of  further  development  of  the 
economic sector. 

In the agriculture sector, more 
than 1 million hectares of vacant 
land  have  been  leased  in  usu-
fruct  to  those  who  requested 
it  for  productive  purposes,  of 
which  approximately  150,000 
farmers  have  benefited  to  this 
date. Simultaneously, the neces-
sary financial facilities have been 
established  by  opening  credits 
and  other  banking  services.  ac-
cess  to  scientific  support  has 
also  been  provided  in  order  to 
continue  increasing  production 
and  decreasing  dependence  on 
external supplies.

Large investments for the de-
velopment of the oil and gas in-
dustry  and  its  byproducts  have 
been  prioritized,  extending  the 
existing  refining  capacities  and 
building new refineries and pet-
rochemical complexes.

Current  levels  of  inland  oil 
and  gas  extraction  meet  half  of 
the  national  requirements  and 
new technologies for higher lev-
els of extraction are been sought. 
at  the  same  time,  hydrocarbon 
exploration  and  exploitation 

projects  are  being  conducted 
in  our  exclusive  maritime  eco-
nomic  zone  with  the  participa-
tion  of  a  group  of  well-known 
companies.

The high technological devel-
opment  and  prestige  achieved 
by Japanese companies special-
ized  in  the  petrochemical  area 
are known and highly valued in 
Cuba. We invite them to actively 
participate in that sector as well 
as  in  the  nickel  industry  and 
mining projects in general.

Large  and  expensive  wa-
terworks  are  being  built  in  the 
country  to  ensure  the  supply  of 
the precious liquid to the popu-
lation,  agriculture  and  indus-
try  by  incorporating  systems  of 
greater efficiency, which demand 
cutting-edge technology and ad-
vanced,  specialized  equipment 
that can be provided by Japanese 
companies.

Tourism  shows  a  continued 
and sustained increase and acts 
as  a  catalyst  for  industrial  and 
complementary  services  where 

important investments are made 
for  the  continued  expansion  of 
capacities  and  diversification  of 
its  offer.  The  excellent  environ-
mental  and  sanitary  conditions 
and  the  stability  and  public 
safety  prevailing  in  the  country 
guarantee an atmosphere where 
visitors may enjoy healthy recre-
ation,  unESCO  World  Heritage 
sites  and  beautiful  beaches  and 
landscapes,  and  a  vigorous  cul-
ture while interacting with a hos-
pitable and friendly people.

The  pharmaceutical  indus-
try,  including  biotechnology 
products,  has  experienced  a  re-
markable growth and its exports 
are  among  the  main  sources  of 
income,  as  well  as  exports  of 
technical  services  mainly  in  the 
health  field  with  the  presence 
of  39,000  physicians  and  other 
health  workers  serving  in  68 
countries.

The  very  old  and  excellent 
relations  between  Japanese  and 
Cuban institutions in the field of 
sports  are  of  the  utmost  impor-

tance and must be kept and ex-
panded for mutual benefit.

Over many years, many Japa-
nese  companies  have  had  a 
valuable relationship with Cuba, 
providing  equipment  and  tech-
nology of proven and high qual-
ity. The government of Cuba en-
courages Japanese companies to 
continue participating in various 
schemes of association, particu-
larly  in  the  above-mentioned 

sectors.
On this auspicious day, I wish 

to  express  the  sincere  gratitude 
and  deep  appreciation  of  the 
Cuban people and their govern-
ment  for  the  renewed  expres-
sions of solidarity and friendship 
received over  time from organi-
zations  and  friendship  associa-
tions,  from  distinguished  mem-
bers of the diet and,  in general, 
from Japanese society.

2012 looks bright after a year of significant transformations in Cuba

Potential: In collaboration with foreign firms, Cuba’s national oil 
company hopes to begin exploratory offshore drilling in deep 
Cuban waters. EmbAssy oF CubA

Cuban President Raúl Castro
Resort: Since Cuba opened up to international tourism in the 
1990s, hotels such as the Melia Las Americas on Varadero beach 
have provided top-rate hospitality to foreigners. EmbAssy oF CubA

PAGE: 5




