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Sudan national day
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The year 2011 was another great 
rendezvous for a sumo wrestling 
match  between 
the  Japanese 
and  the  will  of 
nature  and  fate. 
The  legendary 
industriousness, 
relentless  per-
severance,  valor 
and  patience 
demonstrated  by  the  people  of 
Japan  in  face  of  the  March  2011 
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 
meltdown was inspiring to all the 
nations  of  the  world.  The  Japa-
nese have shown the world, once 
again,  how  magnificently  they 
can  shoulder  the  tribulations  of 

time.  The  moral  and  moderate 
material  support  shown  by  the 
nations of the world, on the other 
hand, is just a payback of the gen-
erous  and  bounteous  assistance 
that  Japan  has  donated,  either 
directly through its own national 
agencies  or  indirectly  through 
united nations specialized agen-
cies, missions and other interna-
tional organizations to many na-
tions of the world. 

For  the  people  of  Sudan  the 
year 2011 was equally a hard and 
difficult one. after the decision of 
the people of South Sudan to se-
cede, through the process of the 
referendum  of  Jan.  9,  2011,  in 
respect of the terms of the Com-
prehensive  Peace  agreement 
(CPa)  of  Jan.  9,  2005,  Sudan 
has  witnessed  serious  political, 
social  and  economic  repercus-

sions.  The  country  was  obliged 
to  make  the  organizational  and 
structural  adjustments  neces-
sary  to  absorb  these  repercus-
sions  at  all  levels.  nevertheless, 
although  Sudan  has  lost  its  po-
sition  as  the  largest  country  in 
africa,  it  still  ranks  third among 
african  countries  (after  algeria 
and the democratic republic of 
the Congo) and 16th in the world 
with an area of 1,882,000 sq. km, 
bordering  South  Sudan,  Egypt, 
Chad,  Ethiopia,  Eritrea,  Central 
african republic and Libya.

at the political level, the high-
ranking positions, the Cabinet as 
well as the civil service had to be 
reformed to cover the absence of 
our  Southern  Sudanese  sisters 
and brothers in all these ranks. It 
is  worth  mentioning  that,  nearly 
five months after the withdrawal 
of  the ministers of South Sudan, 
a  broad-based  national  govern-
ment  was  formed  in  december, 
comprised  of  14  political  parties 
and  affiliations,  in  an  attempt  to 
harmonize  the  national  strate-
gies  to  address  the  imminent 
challenges  of  the  post-secession 
period.  abdelrahman  Elmahdi, 
of  the  umma  Party  and  son  of 
former  premier  Sadig  Elmahdi, 
and Jafar Elmerghani, a member 
of  the  politburo  of  the  demo-
cratic unionist Party (duP), were 
appointed assistants to the presi-

dent of the republic of the Sudan. 
Many prominent figures from the 
opposition parties have been ap-
pointed  for  important  positions 
and  portfolios.  The  government 
is now continuing a national dia-
logue  for  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  open  to  almost  all 
options,  including  the  change  of 
the political system. 

The economic sector is the one 
that  suffered  most  from  the  split 
of the country, with South Sudan 
taking away almost two-thirds of 
the  country’s  oil  production.  In 
search for compensation, the Su-
dan is trying its utmost to diversi-
fy exports through inducing more 
domestic and foreign investments 
in agriculture, agro-industry, and 
the  mining  and  energy  sectors. 
The  country  continues  to  export 
oil,  the  encouragingly  increasing 
gold,  copper,  chromium,  cotton, 
sesame, groundnuts, gum arabic 
(acacia gum), sugar, hibiscus, oil 
seeds,  fruits,  vegetables,  grains, 
pulses,  livestock,  leather  and 
medical  gas,  to  different  desti-
nations,  including  China,  India, 
Egypt  and  rich  countries  in  the 
Gulf  and  arabian  Peninsula  as 
major trade partners. 

Sudan has, so far, used only 16 
million hectares of its arable land, 
which  exceeds  80  million  hect-
ares,  of  which  4.4  million  hect-
ares are irrigated and 11.6 million 

hectares are rain-fed. More water 
is abundant in the river nile and 
its  tributaries, Sudan’s most pre-
cious  natural  endowment.  rain-
water,  estimated  at  1  trillion  cu. 
meters per year, has not yet been 
adequately  used  while  huge  re-
serves  of  underground  water  re-
main to be explored.

Efficient use of these available 
water resources requires the de-
velopment of appropriate irriga-
tion  technologies  and  informa-
tion on efficient irrigation meth-
ods, determination of crop water 
requirements, irrigation intervals 
and water harvesting techniques 
to serve the country’s new strat-
egy  for  agricultural  expansion, 
called  the  agricultural  revival 
or  al-nahda  alzirrayia.  These 
programs  may  serve  as  well  in 
preserving  the  environment, 
enhancing  the  situation  of  food 
security,  alleviating  poverty  and 
even  combating  desertification 
in some semi-desert areas, goals 
boldly  targeted  in  international 
agendas destined for developing 
countries.

In recent years, encouraged by 
the success of  the oil exploration 
activities, the economic liberaliza-
tion policies, the strategic location 
of the country, the reasonably de-
veloped infrastructure, the devel-
opment  in  the  communications 
network and the adoption of new 

investment-encouraging  laws,  a 
noticeable increase has been no-
ticed  in  the  direct  foreign  invest-
ment in Sudan.

In  the  field  of  tourism,  Su-
dan,  the  land  of  old  nubia,  the 
kingdom  of  black  Pharaohs,  is 
endowed  with  many  touristic 
sites and resources. The national 
archaeological  Museum  in  the 
capital Khartoum contains many 
beautiful ancient nubian objects, 
including  two  temples  rescued 
by unESCo and moved from the 
Lake  nubia  area,  and  different 
sizes  statues  of  black  Pharaohs. 
In  the  north  of  the  Sudan  tour-
ists  can  enjoy,  along  the  charm-
ing nile banks, visiting the sacred 
Jebel al-Barkal Mountain and  its 
temple,  dedicated  to  the  Pha-
raohs  of  the  new  reign  and  to 
their patron amon.

Tourists  can  also  enjoy  the 
marvellous pyramids of the roy-
al  necropolis  of  Meroe  located 
at  about  3  km  from  the  nile  on 
some  hills  covered  with  yellow 
sand dunes. More than 40 pyra-
mids stand out with  their sharp 
shapes against  the clear sky,  to-
gether  with  some  small  funer-
ary  temples  with  the  walls  fully 
decorated  with  bas-reliefs  that 
show the king’s life and the gods. 
The  archaeological  site  of  Mu-
sawwarat,  the  recently  restored 
temple  of  apademak  and  the 

roman kiosk temple are yet an-
other  testimony  of  the  richness 
of the Sudan’s ancient history.

on  the  other  hand,  the  red 
Sea  coast,  gulfs  and  coral  reefs, 
which extend for more than 700 
km, provide tourists with oppor-
tunities  for  diving,  underwater 
photography, boating and water 
skiing. 

Finally, pertaining to bilateral 
relations,  Japan  has  graciously 
associated  itself  with  the  de-
veloped  nations  of  the  world  in 
pledging its assistance to Sudan 
in  view  of  helping  to  overcome 
the difficulties of the post separa-
tion era. In october 2011, a high-
level  joint  public  and  private 
sector  Japanese  delegation,  led 

by  the  Hon.  ryuji  yamane,  par-
liamentary  senior  vice  minister 
for foreign affairs, visited the Su-
dan, South Sudan and Kenya to 
boost the economic ties with our 
countries.  The  Japanese  invest-
ment in agriculture, agro-indus-
try,  energy  and  mining  is  now 
most welcome, encouraged and 
appreciated.  I  am  quite  hopeful 
that the visit would pave the way 
for more engagement and inter-
action between private and pub-
lic sectors in both countries. It is 
worth noting that Japan Tobacco 
has  completed,  last  november, 
the legal procedures for the pur-
chase  of  the  Sudanese  Haggar 
Tobacco  company  operating  in 
both Sudan and South Sudan. 

believing in peace, socioeconomic prosperity more than ever

Electricity: Built on the Nile’s fourth cataract, the Merowe Dam in 
northern Sudan is the largest contemporary hydropower project 
in Africa. EmbAssy of sudAn

Land of black Pharaohs: The Nubian Desert of northern Sudan is 
filled with many touristic sites. EmbAssy of sudAn

“The  executive  branch  is  to-
tally ignoring sequestration,” said 
a  senior  administration  official 
concerned  about  the  military’s 
predicament who was not autho-
rized to speak for attribution. “We 
are making no preparations at all.”

over  four  months  last  fall, 
obama  held  half  a  dozen  meet-
ings  with  uniformed  military 
commanders,  service  secretaries 
and the national Security Council. 
The  sessions  featured  obama  as 
professor in chief, the hybrid role 
that has become the hallmark of 
his  behind-closed-doors  leader-
ship  style.  The  objective  was  to 
ensure  the  expected  cuts  would 
remain consistent with the coun-
try’s  changing  national  security 
priorities, and to build a strategic 
rationale to defend those choices 
as a package on Capitol Hill.

“It  will  provide  a  benchmark 
for  understanding  the  impact  of 
changes”  to  the  defense  budget, 
dempsey said, referring to the re-
view. “Without a strategic bench-
mark,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
assess the impact of future cuts.”

on each side of the river, an ex-
perienced Washington hand man-
aged the process at obama’s direc-
tion: donilon, seasoned in foreign 
policy and electoral politics, inside 
the  White  House;  and  Panetta,  a 
former office of Management and 
Budget director and budget com-
mittee  chairman  in  the  House  of 
representatives, at the Pentagon.

on  Sept.  7,  obama  said  he 
wanted  to  devote  a  substantial 
amount of time to the strategic re-
view. donilon convened Panetta, 
White House budget director Jack 
Lew, and adm. Mike Mullen, then 
at  the end of his tenure as chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, a 
week later at the White House. 

obama favored what donilon 
described as a broad discussion 
of strategy and priorities, includ-
ing  the  need  to  expand  ameri-
can military influence in asia.

Civilian  advisers  and  military 
leaders  discussed  whether  the 
armed forces needed to continue 
expensive  preparation  to  fight 
large,  sustained  counterinsur-

was  on  the  table.  “It’s  important 
to note that the work on the strat-
egy was accelerated by the budget 
decisions,  but  not  motivated  by 
the budget,” dempsey said.

donilon  prepared  a  50-page 
briefing book for obama and the 
other  participants  for  a  meeting 
on oct. 20, providing a history of 
the  choices  under  consideration 
and an assessment of what chal-
lenges  the  military  would  face 
going forward under various sce-
narios. It also presented a draft of 
the strategy whose rough outlines 
had emerged in the first meeting.

The  book  was  the  basis  for  a 
nov. 2 session that obama con-
vened  in  the  Cabinet  room. 
It  included  Panetta,  donilon, 
dempsey and, for the first time, 
the civilian service secretaries.

The  discussion  carried  over 
into an unusual meeting on dec. 
1,  held  in  the  East  room  of  the 
White House. obama convened 
not only his senior military lead-
ership, with whom he had been 
working all along, but also invit-
ed combatant commanders from 
around the world.

He  explained  his  views,  and 
then, over the next hour, listened 
as  his  commanders  commented 
on  the  emerging  strategy.  “He 
was testing his strategy principles, 
and  things  were  flagged  in  the 
process that made the result bet-
ter,” recalled one participant. “But 
this  was  also  a  chance  for  uni-
formed commanders to get their 
shot at the president. The result of 
this, of course, is uniform buy-in.”

The  inclusive  process  repre-
sented a change for the Pentagon. 
Former  defense  Secretary  don-
ald  rumsfeld  sought  to  ram  his 
change agenda through the Penta-
gon’s bureaucracy with mixed re-
sults. His successor, robert Gates, 
often relied on a group of trusted 
aides as he developed policy.

Panetta, who does not have as 
clear an agenda for changing the 
military,  has  focused  more  on 
reaching  consensus  than  driv-
ing  the  Pentagon  bureaucracy 
toward a particular outcome.

“rumsfeld  ran  things  on  fear. 
Gates kept things to himself,” the 

obama bids to outflank 
Congress on defense
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President  nicolas  Sarkozy  and 
far-right  leader  Marine  Le  Pen 
have  embarked  on  a  “tug  of 
love” over France’s patron saint, 
Joan  of  arc,  who  has  become  a 
surprise  factor  in  the  upcoming 
presidential election.

The  two  leaders  have  staged 
rival  celebrations  of  the  600th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the 
15th-century  Catholic  martyr, 
who  has  been  appropriated  by 
the  far  right partly  for her boot-
ing out of medieval English “im-
migrants.”

The  teenage  peasant  led  the 
French  army  against  the  Eng-
lish  after  experiencing  religious 
visions.  She  was  later  burned 
at  the  stake,  but  her  appeal  to 
French  people  of  all  political 
stripes  has  ensured  her  immor-
tality.

France  is  officially  a  secu-
lar  state,  but  the  story  of  Joan’s 
struggle against the English and 
Burgundians  on  behalf  of  the 
French  crown  has  often  served 

She  is  regularly  wheeled  out 
as  a  symbol  of  French  unity, 
alongside  such  Gallic  icons 
as  Gen.  Charles  de  Gaulle  or 
Vercingetorix,  who  defied  the 
romans like a real-life asterix.

Her  broad  appeal  is  key: 
French  Catholics  see  in  her  a 
saint,  nationalists  see  her  as  a 
royalist  warrior  who  kicked  out 
the  English,  while  Socialists 
can  hail  her  humble  origins,  al-
though she was  the daughter of 
a landowner.

Center-right  leader  Sarkozy, 
who will face a strong challenge 
from Le Pen when he stands for 
re-election  in  april,  has  seized 
upon  the  anniversary  to  make 
his  own  pilgrimage  to  locations 
associated with her life.

on  Friday,  he  visited  her 
birthplace  in  domremy-la-Pu-
celle in the Vosges mountains of 
eastern France and nearby Vau-
couleurs,  which  she  is  said  to 
have visited on her way to meet 
King Charles VII.

on  Saturday,  the  national 
Front  —  including  leader  Ma-
rine Le Pen and her father, party 

the base of a statue of the saint.
Joan of arc, sometimes known 

in  English  as  the  Maid  of  or-
leans,  was  canonized  as  a  saint 
by  the  roman  Catholic  Church 
in 1920.

The  national  Front  has,  like 
the  far-right  monarchist  action 
Francaise  movement  before  it, 
tried  to  appropriate  Joan  of  arc 
and  organizes  a  parade  in  her 
honor every May 1.

The populist anti-immigration 
Le  Pen,  whom  opinion  polls 
show  mounting  a  strong  chal-
lenge  against  Sarkozy  and  who 
could potentially knock him out 
of  the race, said Sarkozy’s hom-
age  to  Joan  of  arc  was  a  bid  to 
steal votes.

“We are the inspiration for the 
presidential election’s key issues: 
immigration,  insecurity,  protec-
tionism and now, great historical 
figures,” Marine Le Pen said.

an  official  from  Sarkozy’s 
uMP  party  admitted  the  aim 
of  re-appropriating  the  Maid  of 
orleans: “By  trying  to re-appro-
priate,  in  the  name  of  the  na-
tion,  the  symbol  of  Joan  of  arc, 

are not so far from their own.”
But  Sarkozy’s  Elysee  office 

dismissed  suggestions  of  elec-
tioneering. 

“It  is  the  head  of  state’s  role 
to  pay  homage  to  great  figures 
in our history of France,” said an 
aide to Sarkozy.

Christian  Vanneste,  a  law-
maker  from  the  uMP’s  right, 
said: “Joan of arc means secular 
patriotism and a Catholic saint, a 
symbol of national unity, not just 
of the national Front. Enough of 
this  typically  French  debate  on 
the appropriation of history.”

Like accusations that Sarkozy 
is  pandering  to  far-right  voters, 
the battle over Joan of arc is not 
new.  “Joan  is  France,”  Sarkozy 
said during the 2007 presidential 
election. “How could we have let 
the extreme right confiscate Joan 
of arc for so long?”

Political  scientist  Jean-yves 
Camus  noted  the  “amazing  co-
incidence”  of  Sarkozy  honoring 
Joan of arc 100 days ahead of the 
presidential election.

“What will be interesting,” said 
history lecturer olivier dard, “is 

Sarkozy, far right in ‘tug of love’ over Joan of arc
Living history: A teenager playing the role of Joan of Arc leaves the cathedral in orleans, france, during celebrations marking the 600th 
anniversary of the national heroine’s birth on friday. Afp-JiJi
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a  once  reluctant  united  States 
is  reaching  out  to  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood in a nod to Egypt’s 
new  political  reality,  but  con-
cerns linger about the group’s at-
titude toward minorities, women 
and the peace treaty with Israel.

In the wake of President Hosni 
Mubarak’s  ouster  last  February, 
the  Freedom  and  Justice  Party, 
the  Brotherhood’s  political  arm, 
has secured the lead in the final 
stage of parliamentary elections 
after leading throughout.

Liberal and secular opposition 
parties have fared poorly.

“It’s clear that they (the Broth-
erhood) are now the only game 
in  town,” and u.S. officials must 
talk  to  them,  said  Marina  ot-
taway,  who  heads  the  Middle 
East program in Washington for 
the Carnegie Endowment for In-
ternational Peace.

Even  before  the  elections 
began,  the  united  States  knew 
it  had  to  deal  with  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood, the best organized 
political  movement  in  an  Egypt 
that  is  no  longer  dominated  by 
Mubarak’s  national  democratic 
Party.

Secretary of State Hillary rod-
ham Clinton said before the polls 
that  the  united  States  had  pur-
sued “limited contacts” with the 
Brotherhood as Washington was 
“re-engaging  in”  a  6-year-old 
policy in light of Egypt’s political 
changes.

ottaway  said  that  President 

Mubarak in its repression of the 
Muslim  Brotherhood,”  ottaway 
said.  “For the u.S. now to reach 
out  to  the  Muslim  Brotherhood 
is a big step.”

analyst  nathan  Brown  said 
the Brotherhood has also “given 
just enough in terms of reassur-
ing  signals  to  slightly  raise  the 
comfort  level  with  them  in  the 
u.S.” and justify contacts.

Brown, a George Washington 
university  professor,  said  the 
Brotherhood also recognizes the 
reality that the united States re-
mains  an  important  diplomatic 
player it has to work with.

But  Brown  noted  “there’s  no 
question  at  all  that  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood is just a socially and 
politically  very  conservative  or-
ganization” that raises concerns 
about  the  place  of  women  and 
Egypt’s Christian minority.

and there remains “a big  for-
eign  policy  concern”  about  the 
Brotherhood’s  attitude  to  the 
peace treaty with Israel.

“on  that  score,  the  Brother-
hood  has  kind  of  given  reas-
suring  signals  but  at  this  point 
they’re  fairly  general,”  he  said, 
adding: “The Brotherhood, as an 
organization,  is  close  to  Hamas 
(in Gaza) and hostile to Israel.”

Shibley  Telhami,  a  university 
of  Maryland  professor,  said  the 
Brotherhood  does  not  want  to 
“rock the boat on foreign policy” 
or  make  certain  drastic  domes-
tic changes as it seeks repairs for 
Egypt’s  badly  damaged  econo-
my. 

For  one,  he  said,  it  will  want 
Egypt to continue receiving u.S. 
and  other  foreign  aid.  It  is  also 
unlikely,  at  least  in  the  short 
term,  to  ban  alcohol  or  bikinis 
as it tries to revive tourism.

But  he  said  the  Brotherhood 
will  be  far  more  responsive  to 

u.S. reaches 
out to Muslim 
Brotherhood
Egypt’s election 
results prompt 
re-engagement
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