Portugal national day

Looking forward to 470 years of Japan-Portugal ‘kizuna’ bonds

José de Freitas Ferraz
AMBASSADOR OF PORTUGAL

Next year we will be celebrating
the 470th anniversary of the ar-
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rival of the first
Portuguese in
Tanegashima,
Kagoshima Pre-
fecture.

The arrival of
the Portuguese
in September of

A 1543 marked the
beginning of contacts between
Japan and Europe. Those trans-
lated into a flourishing com-
merce, which made possible im-
portant cultural exchanges we so
often refer to.

This year, two cities in Kyushu,
Minamishimabara and Saikai,
both in Nagasaki Prefecture, will
be celebrating the 450th anniver-
sary of the inauguration of their
respective ports, Kuchinotsu and
Yokoseura, by Luis de Almeida, a
Portuguese doctor. He was also
responsible for the introduction
of Western medicine, founding
a hospital in Oita where he per-
formed the first surgery ever car-
ried out in Japan, and created the
first orphanage in the country.

Apart from Western medicine,
the Portuguese brought with
them new painting techniques,
new music and musical instru-
ments (such as the pipe organ),
the firearm, the astrolabe, con-
fectionery and bread (“kasutera,”
“kompeitou,” “bolo,” “pan,” etc.)
just to mention a few, while Jap-
anese lacquerware, silver objects

Traditional: Lisbon’s downtown

and the famous Nanban screens
reached the European continent.

Economic relations have al-
ways been the central element of
the connections among nations
throughout history. It was true
five centuries ago, and it is even
more valid today.

Having in mind the ongoing
negotiating process to achieve
an economic partnership agree-
ment between Japan and the
European Union, I consider the
deepening of the commercial
and economic ties between Por-
tugal and Japan as a priority of
our long relationship.

It is important to expand the
flux of trade, investment and
tourism between the two coun-

area of Baxia, view
surroundings that have not changed much for generations.
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tries. It is also relevant to in-
crease the cooperation on the
field of alternative energies and
energy efficiency. In 2010, re-
newable energy was the source
for 43 percent of Portugal’s elec-
tricity generation. For over 10
years, Portugal has been promot-
ing energy efficiency and the use
of renewable energy, seeking to
upgrade the competitiveness of
the Portuguese economy, while
preserving the environment and
reducing emissions.

Last summer, Portugal
launched its nationwide electric
vehicle charging network, which
includes 1,500 normal and 50
fast charging stations in 25 towns
and cities across the country.
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ao Jorge, is home to

Our capital city Lisbon has more
than 600 of those stations.

This year on March 13, an im-
portant step to mutual coopera-
tion between the two countries
was taken forward. The Ministry
of Economy and Employment
of Portugal and the New Energy
and Industrial Technology De-
velopment Organization (NEDO)
signed a letter of intent to estab-
lish a partnership that covers a
wide range of energy technology
activities.

The aim of this cooperation
is to develop joint projects while
exploring the potential of tech-
nology development in three
different fields, such as renew-
able energy (wind and pumped

storage technology, photovoltaic
technology, and thermal solar
systems), energy efficiency (zero
energy buildings and positive
energy buildings) and smart
communities (smart grids and
energy use management Sys-
tems). It will enable mutual ex-
change of information and spe-
cialists, seminars, international
standardization, and creation of
a master plan for a smart com-
munity in a Portuguese city.

The ties linking our two
countries are based in history,
and it is a great honor for us to
be the oldest friend of Japan in
the Western world, and for that
reason I believe we must strive
to look ahead and deepen our
bonds by focusing in the future
through our younger genera-
tions. Both countries are pro-
moting the mobility of students
between its universities, and we
also witnessed a growing num-
ber of exchanges and collabora-
tion among research centers in
many different areas.

This year, Guimaraes, the
birthplace of the first king of
Portugal and our first capital,
is the European Capital of Cul-
ture. With its glorious past, the
historical center of this beautiful
town is one of the 14 UNESCO
World Heritage sites of our small
country, which is slightly bigger
than Hokkaido. This young and
vibrant town located in the north
of Portugal, will be hosting sev-
eral cultural and artistic events
throughout the year.

In order to promote intercul-
tural exchange between Portu-
gal and Japan, a number of ac-
tivities with the participation of
young artists from both countries
are being organized jointly by
Fundacao Cidade de Guimaraes,
the Portuguese organizer, and
EU-Japan Fest Japan Committee,
a Japanese non-governmental
organization that has been sup-
porting the exchange of both
traditional and innovative cul-
ture between European Capitals
of Culture and Japan since 1992.

Congratulations
to Portugal on Its National Day

of the Opening of Kuchinotsu Port
22" and 23 Sept. 2012
Minamishimabara city, Nagasaki Prefecture

Tel: 050-3381-5030
http://www.city.minamishimabara.lg.jp/

450" Anniversary

For any inquiries:
Fax: 0957-82-3086

Congratulations
on Portuguese Republic Day

Wine shop & Importer of Portuguese wine
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HARIMAYA
3F, 4-6-12, Myojin-cho, Hachioji, Tokyo 192-0046

Tel: 042-673-7108 Fax: 042-673-7109
Web site: http://www.w-harimaya.co.jp/ e-mail: harimaya@w-harimaya.co.jp
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Congratulations
on Portuguese Republic Day

hotel IBIS

ROPPONGI

HOTEL IBIS ROPPONGI

http://www.ibis-hotel.com
phone: 03-3403-4411 fax: 03-3479-0609
14-4, Roppongi 7-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan
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FUSO
Congratulations
to Portugal on Its National Day

Over 150,000 trucks produced in Tramagal since 1980.
890-12, Kashimada, Saiwai-ku, Kawasaki, Japan
TEL +81-44-330-7700
http://www.mitsubishi-fuso.com/en
http://www.youtube.com/user/Fusoofficial

MITSUBISHI FUSO TRUCK & BUS CORPORATION

Sight to see:The picturesque village of Azenhas do Mar in

Sintra is built on cliffs facing the Atlantic Ocean and is popular
for its splendid views. CLAUDIA MOITA RIBEIRO

On the occasion of the Por-
tuguese National Day, I want to
express my firm commitment to
the strengthening of a relation-
ship that started 470 years ago.

We owe it to our ancestors and
to the citizens of our two coun-
tries. And we remain strongly
engaged to pass on this common
heritage to future generations.

Congratulations

to the People of the Portuguese Republic
on the Occasion of Their National Day

NEMOTO & CO., LTD

4-10-9 Takaido-higashi, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 168-0072, JAPAN
Secretariat of The Japan-Portugal Society

We Produce Phosphor Pigments in Portugal

Since 1989
Nemoto Portugal Quimica Fina Lda.

Parque Industrial Manuel Da Mota, Lote 11, 3100-354 Pombal, PORTUGAL
Tel: 351-236-209310  Fax: 351-236-216185

http://www.nemoto.co.jp/
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