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Russia national day

Evgeny Afanasiev
AmbAssAdor of russiA

I am pleased to  address readers 
of The Japan Times on the occa-
sion of our national holiday, Rus-
sia day. On this 
day  in 1990,  the 
Russian  parlia-
ment  formally 
declared  Rus-
sian  sovereignty 
and a state holi-
day was official-
ly established in 
1992 under the initial name day 
of adoption of the declaration of 
sovereignty  of  the  Russian  Fed-
eration.  On  Feb.  1,  2002,  it  was 
renamed  Russia  day.  Today  I 
would like to extend my sincere 
congratulations especially to the 
Russian  community  living  and 
working  in  Japan,  thereby  con-
tributing  to  sustainable  cultural 
and  economic  exchanges  be-
tween our countries.

This  year  was  marked  by  a 
range  of  political  events  highly 
significant  to  our  future  devel-
opment, active involvement into 
broad international and regional 
cooperation  including  with  our 
neighboring countries and Japan 
in  particular.  On  May  7,  Vladi-
mir  Putin  was  inaugurated  as 
the new president of the Russian 
Federation  for  the  next  six-year 
presidential  term  after  gaining 
overwhelming support from the 
voters  at  the  presidential  elec-
tions.  Following  the  inaugura-
tion,  the  former President dmi-
try Medvedev was nominated to 
the  post  of  prime  minister  and 
a  new  government  was  formed. 
as  a  result  of  these  important 
events,  the  political  continuity 
was kept and we can expect fur-
ther political and socioeconomic 
reforms to be implemented in a 
consistent  and  comprehensive 
way, which will enable our coun-
try to be an active participant in 
international  affairs  and  to  de-

velop an attractive profile for our 
foreign business partners as well.

With regard to  foreign policy, 
Russia will continue to attribute 
key  importance  to  the  united 
nations’ central role, fundamen-
tal principles of the un Charter, 
which  requires  development 
of  friendly  relations  among  na-
tions  based  on  equality,  respect 
for their sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. We will actively use 
various  organizations  for  mul-
tilateral  diplomacy,  including 
newly  emerging  mechanisms 
such  as  BRICs,  the  Group  of  20 
and  The  shanghai  Cooperation 
Organization.  The  Russian  For-
eign Ministry aims at  the  inten-
sification  of  collective  interna-
tional  efforts  to  counter  global 
challenges  and  threats,  against 
the  proliferation  of  weapons  of 
mass destruction and the means 
of  their  delivery,  international 
terrorism,  drug  trafficking,  or-
ganized  crime  and  regional 
conflicts.  Relations  with  the  CIs 
(Commonwealth  of  Indepen-
dent  states)  countries  remain 
an important priority for us. ad-
ditional  efforts  will  be  focused 
on  strengthening  of  integration 
trends within the eeC (eurasian 
economic  Community)  and 
CsTO (Collective security Treaty 
Organization).  Russia-eu  rela-
tions will remain as another field 
for diplomatic activities in order 
to  create  a  common  economic 
and  human  space  between  the 
atlantic and Pacific oceans. The 
Russian  policy  toward  the  u.s. 
will highlight the strategic nature 
of our cooperation, which should 
lead our countries to stable and 
predictable interaction based on 
principles  of  equality,  noninter-
ference  in  internal  affairs  and 
respect for mutual interests.

In  the  asia-Pacific  region, 
Russia  is  ready  to  increase  its 
participation  in  the  regional 
integration  process  in  order  to 
facilitate  rapid  socioeconomic 

development  of  eastern  siberia 
and the Russian Far east. We will 
also promote initiatives to build 
a new architecture of regional se-
curity and cooperation based on 
principles of a collective security 
system  and  international  law. 
Russia  is  interested  in  further 
cooperation development within 
east  asia  summits  and  asean 
(association  of  southeast  asian 
nations)  dialogue  partnership 
mechanisms.  Bilateral  relations 
with the key regional players will 
be  deepening  on  an  equal  and 
trustful  basis  with  an  emphasis 
on  mutually  beneficial  collabo-
ration activities.

In  this  context,  relations  with 
Japan are scaled as a high prior-
ity for the Russian foreign policy 
in  the  asia-Pacific  region  and 
world at large. 

There  is  a  considerable  po-
tential  for  cooperation  with 
our  Japanese  partners  in  deal-
ing  with  a  number  of  pressing 

international  issues,  especially 
in  the  asia-Pacific  region.  The 
Russian-Japanese  collaboration 
within  international multilateral 
forums  like  aPeC  (asia-Pacific 
economic Cooperation), asean 
Regional  security  Forum,  meet-
ings of asean defense Ministers 
and  dialogue  Partners  provide 
us  with  good  opportunities  for 
implementation  of  such  a  po-
tential. new perspectives for co-
operation on regional security is-
sues have opened after our join-
ing  the  east  asia  summits  and 
asia-europe  dialogue  last  year. 
We maintain a close cooperation 
with  Japan  in  order  to  resume 
six-party  talks  on  the  Korean 
Peninsula  nuclear  issue.  Russia 
and  Japan  also  implement  joint 
projects  aimed  at  promotion  of 
afghanistan’s reconstruction.

We  are  determined  to  make 
further  efforts  to  accelerate  the 
ongoing  development  of  Rus-
sian-Japanese relations in a wide 

range of areas, as has been stated 
during  recent  bilateral  meeting 
between  our  leaders.  This  ap-
plies  to  the  further  strengthen-
ing  of  political  dialogue,  trade 
and  economic  relations  with  a 
focus on modernization and in-
novation  activities,  energy  sec-
tor,  expansion  of  cultural  and 
humanitarian exchanges. We are 
planning  a  series  of  important 
bilateral  meetings  to  be  imple-
mented  this  year:  meetings  be-
tween the leaders of Russia and 
Japan  on  the  sidelines  of  major 
international  political  events 
as  well  as  other  important  ex-
change of visits.

With regard to the peace trea-
ty, we are determined to contin-
ue  joint  efforts  toward  mutually 
acceptable solutions despite the 
differences in our approaches. In 
addressing  such  delicate  prob-
lems left over from the past, the 
most  important  is  to  create  an 
atmosphere of trust and to accu-

mulate a positive background in 
our bilateral relations.

The  Russian-Japanese  eco-
nomic  ties  demonstrate  vivid 
growth  and  positive  dynam-

ics.  Last  year,  bilateral  trade  in-
creased by 28.7 percent to $30.7 
billion, reaching pre-crisis levels.

a positive trend in investment 
cooperation  continues.  The  ac-

cumulated  Japanese  invest-
ment  in  the  Russian  economy 
amounted  to  $10.2  billion  at 
the end of 2011. Based on these
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May I offer my heartfelt congrat-
ulations  to  the  people  of  Russia 
on  the  occasion  of  Russia  day. 
On  this  day  22  years  ago,  the 
declaration of state sovereignty 
of  the Russian soviet Federative 
socialist  Republic  was  made, 

and  a  new  Rus-
sia  that  shares 
our  common 
values  —  of  lib-
erty, democracy, 
the  rule  of  law, 
and a respect for 
human rights — 
was born.

Russo-Japanese relations have 
entered  a  new  era,  with  both 
countries  cooperating  in  an  ef-
fort  to  realize  the  large  possi-
bilities that a fruitful partnership 
would bring about. In particular, 
economic  relations  have  been 
making  steady  progress,  though 
they were affected by the global 
financial  crisis.  In  the  1990s 
trade between our two countries 
amounted to several billion dol-
lars, whereas now new heights of 
$30 billion have been surpassed. 
strides  have  been  made  in  the 
field  of  energy,  where  mutually 
beneficial  cooperation  has  de-
veloped. Today, the total volume 
of natural gas that Japan imports 
from Russia amounts to approxi-
mately 9 percent of Japan’s total 
natural gas imports.

This  year  in  May,  my  friend 
Vladimir  Putin  was  again  cho-
sen as president to bear the re-
sponsibility  of  taking  the  helm 
of  Russia’s  future  course.  May  I 
take this opportunity to offer my 
sincere  congratulations  for  this 
most  festive  occasion,  and  ex-
press my dedication to promote 
the  further  development  of  the 
future-oriented Russo-Japanese 
relations  as  the  president  of 
the  nonpartisan  Japan-Russia 
Parliamentarians’  Friendship 
League.

Our  nation  welcomes  the 
Russian  government’s  declara-
tion of intent to work on the de-
velopment  of  the  Far  east  and 
siberia. We also support Russia’s 
interest in the economic integra-

tion  of  the  asia-Pacific  region, 
which  is  a  region  experiencing 
dynamic  economic  growth.  In 
addition  to  economic  sectors 
such  as  energy,  transportation, 
communications  and  environ-
ment,  there  are  other  areas, 
such  as  security  talks  and  dia-
logues  as  well  as  cooperation 
in  the  high  seas,  where  we  can 
look forward to a new chapter of 
cooperation. Forging a relation-
ship as partners between Japan 
and  Russia,  two  key  players  in 
the asia-Pacific region, not only 
coincides  with  the  strategic  in-
terests  of  the  two  nations,  but 
will also contribute to the entire 
asia-Pacific region’s stability and 
prosperity.

To bring Russo-Japanese rela-
tions  to  a  new  level,  the  resolu-
tion  of  the  northern  Territories 
issue,  the  biggest  concern  in 
bilateral  relations,  is  now  more 
necessary  than  ever.  Further 
development of Russo-Japanese 
relations  across  all  spectrums 
should  be  achieved,  and  in  this 
regard  the  issue  of  the  attribu-
tion  of  the  northern  Territories 
should  be  resolved  to  pave  the 
way  for  a  peace  treaty  between 
Japan  and  Russia.  This  would 
be  to  the  great  benefit  of  both 
countries.

Last year on March 11, Japan 
was  devastated  by  the  Great 
east  Japan  earthquake.  The 
support that Russia had offered 
Japan  was  highly  encouraging. 
We  ought  to  strengthen  this 
bond between Japan and Russia 
that  we  had  discovered  at  that 
time, and should work together 
as  true  partners  in  forging  the 
future. 

Finally, may I once again offer 
the people of Russia my sincere 
congratulations on the occasion 
of Russia day, and pray for Rus-
sia’s peace and prosperity.

Working for the benefit 
of russo-Japanese ties

Steady leadership: Russia remains led by dmitry Medvedev (above left), the prime minister, and Vladimir putin, inaugurated as president on May 7. EmbAssY of russiA
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Russia national day 

Kunio Hatoyama
CHairman, Japan-russia 
assoCiation

On  the  auspi-
cious  occasion 
of  Russia  day,  I 
would like to ex-
tend my sincere 
congratulations 
to  the  govern-
ment  and  the 
people  of  the 
Russian Federation.

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Great 
east Japan earthquake in March 
2011, a 160-member rescue team 
from  the  Russian  Ministry  of 
Civil  defense,  emergencies  and 
natural disasters came to Japan 
and conducted relief operations. 
also, the president of the Russia-
Japan association in novosibirsk 

sent  us  a  consolatory  letter  and 
made  a  kind  offer  to  invite  the 
affected children. I feel so grate-
ful for these heartwarming mes-
sages  from  both  the  public  and 
private  sectors,  which  indicate 
our friendship based on mutual 
understanding.

The  relations  between  Japan 
and  Russia  date  back  to  1791, 
when  daikokuya  Kodayu  — 
whose  boat  drifted  to  Russia  —
was  granted  an  audience  with 
Catherine  the  Great.  In  1803, 
the  crew  members  of  the  drift-
ing  Wakamiya  Maru  from  Ishi-
nomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, were 
granted  an  audience  with  alex-
ander I of Russia. More than 200 
years  have  passed  since  then. 
Japan  and  Russia  are  the  clos-
est  of  neighbors  and  have  a  lot 
in common. each of them has a 

long history and a culture  to be 
proud of.

Our  association  was  founded 
in  1965,  originally  as  the  Japan-
soviet  association,  after  Japan 
and  the  soviet  union  signed  a 
Joint  declaration  in  1956  pro-
viding  for  the  end  of  the  state 
of  war,  and  for  the  restoration 
of  diplomatic  relations  between 
the ussR and Japan, which was 
achieved by the visit to the ussR 
by my grandfather Prime Minis-
ter  Ichiro  Hatoyama,  in  spite  of 
his  illness  at  that  time.  In  1992, 
the association changed its name 
to the Japan-Russia association. 
For 47 years, the association has 
organized  friendship  activities 
in various fields, such as politics, 
economics,  academics,  culture, 
sports  and  more,  covering  the 
overall society to develop mutual 

understanding  and  confidence-
building  between  the  people  of 
both countries.

now  and  in  the  future,  we 
have  to  steadily  build  up  the 
bilateral  reliance,  to  promote 
complementary  relations  and 
to  share  in  the  abundant  fruits 
based on mutual understanding 
and cooperation.

In  the  relationship  between 
Japan and Russia, however, there 
is a non-negligible question that 
is  a  constant  thorn  in  the  side. 
needless  to  say,  it  is  the  issue 
of  the  attribution  of  the  north-
ern  Territories.  In  order  to  find 
mutually  agreeable  solutions,  I 
keenly  feel  that  we  need  to  sin-
cerely  address  the  challenge  of 
this important national concern, 
while  further  promoting  friend-
ship activities.

neighbors can address challenges together

figures,  Japan  is  our  second 
economic  partner  in  the  asia-
Pacific region. The total amount 
of  Japanese  investments  into 
the  Russian  economy  in  2011 
amounted to $1.2 billion.

Qualitative  changes  in  the 
business  priorities  of  Japanese 
companies  in  Russia  can  be  ob-
served. Their former interest was 
focused  mainly  on  the  purchas-
ing  of  raw  materials  and  energy 
supply  from  our  country.  now 
there  is  a  shift  from  distribution 
network  creation  activities  to-
ward  their  own  production  fa-
cilities,  service  centers  construc-
tion  and  significant  expansion 
of  investment  activities  in  real 
sectors  of  the  Russian  economy. 
at  the  same  time,  the  future  de-
velopment  of  bilateral  relations 
in  the  economic  sphere  seems 
to  be  backed  up  by  innovation 
and modernization components, 
which will complement our rap-
idly  developing  cooperation  in 
the energy sector.

We  attach  great  importance 
to deepening not only the politi-
cal  and  economic  relationships 
between  our  countries,  but  also 

to  further  cultural  exchanges, 
including the tradition of annual 
Russian cultural festivals in Japan 
and  related  Japanese  cultural 
events in our country aimed pri-
marily  at  our  young  generation. 
We  value  active  involvement  of 

Japanese prefectures  in the orbit 
of  festival activities:  the next  fes-
tival  opening  ceremony  will  be 
held  in  Osaka,  and  niigata  will 
host the opening events in 2014. 

I am pleased to invite all the 
readers  of  The  Japan  Times  to 

participate  actively  at  those 
cultural  events  and  to  broaden 
knowledge about modern Rus-
sia, as well as to see and feel by 
themselves the friendly feelings 
in  Russia  toward  our  neighbor 
Japan and the Japanese people.

attaching great importance to deepening our cultural exchanges
Continued from page 8

Center: the Kremlin has been a uneSCo World Heritage site since 1990. Embassy of russia
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