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Uzbekistan independence day

Farrukh Tursunov
AmbAssAdor oF UzbekisTAn

this  year  the  people  of  uzbeki-
stan  widely  celebrate  the  21st 
anniversary  of  independence. 
Over  the  years,  the  country  has 
achieved significant progress and 
sustainable  development  in  all 
spheres of life. 

In  his  speech  at  celebrations 
of  the  20th  anniversary  of  inde-
pendence,  the  president  of  the 
republic  of  uzbekistan  H.e.  Is-
lam  Karimov  noted:  “Strings  of 
years,  entire  epochs  will  pass, 
but  for  our  nation  that  has  sur-
vived  much  in  its  millenniums-
old history, the independence of 
uzbekistan  that  has  fundamen-
tally changed our lives and con-
sciousness forever, will remain in 
the country’s history as an event 
of  enormous  proportions  in  the 
fullest sense, and will never lose 
its genuine value and essence.” 

according  to  the  consistent 
implementation of its own devel-
opment model, uzbekistan dur-
ing  the  years  of  independence 
achieved high economic growth. 
In the period 1997-2003, the uz-
bek economy has developed at a 
moderate  rate  of  3.8  to  5.2  per-
cent  per  year.  as  a  result  of  the 
intensifying of economic reforms 
aimed  at  creating  a  favorable 
business environment, modern-
ization, technical and technolog-
ical renovation of manufacturing 
since 2004, the economy provid-
ed high and sustainable rates of 
economic  growth  of  7  to  9  per-
cent per year. the gross domes-
tic product (Gdp) at purchasing 
power  parity  in  2011  increased 
compared  to  1990  by  3.6  times, 
from  $27.1  billion  to  $101.4  bil-
lion.  Creating  a  favorable  busi-
ness environment, the expansion 
of  investments ensures not only 
the  pace  of  economic  growth, 
but  also  important  qualitative 
changes  in  the  structure  of  the 
economy. 

In 1990, exports exceeded im-
ports  by  $79.8  million.  In  2010, 
the  trade  surplus  amounted  to 
$4.246  billion  and  in  2011  to 
$4.517 billion. 

adopted  in  2000-2011  were 
measures  of  industrialization, 
modernization,  technical  and 
technological  re-equipment 
industries,  the  creation  of  new 
spheres  of  industries  like  the 
automobile  industry,  oil  and 
gas, chemical industries, railway 
machinery construction. also in 
the framework of the program on 
the priorities of industrial devel-
opment  of  uzbekistan  for  2011-
2015, provided the growth of to-
tal industrial production and the 
share  of  manufacturing  in  Gdp 
to 24 percent by 2011. 

during  this  period,  foreign 
trade turnover increased by 31.2 
times, including export to 34, im-
port  to  27.7  times.  positive  bal-
ance of trade has increased more 
than  56.6  times,  ensuring  the 
rapid growth of  foreign reserves 
and  the  stability  of  the  national 
currency. macroeconomic stabil-
ity,  intensification  of  economic 
and  institutional  reforms  to  im-
prove  the  investment climate  in 
the  country  contributed  to  the 
investment  activity  and  growth 
in  the  volume  of  capital  invest-
ments  in  the  economy,  which 
in  2011  compared  to  1990  in-
creased by more than 12.5 times.

through the realization of in-
tegrated measures in the country 

for sustainable and dynamic de-
velopment of the national econ-
omy,  the  consistent  increase  of 
the level of life standards, in the 
first  half  of  2012,  total  income 
grew  by  26.1  percent,  the  share 
of  small  business  in  Gdp  was 
42.6  percent.  Small  businesses 
and private entrepreneurship ex-
ported goods and services total-
ing more than $1 billion, or 14.1 
percent more than the same pe-
riod  last  year,  which  also  shows 
the dynamic development of the 
sector. moreover, in the first half 
of this year, 13,000 new business 
entities, were organized, most of 
which  operate  in  the  manufac-
turing sector. 

a favorable business environ-
ment, the concession of a broad 
system  of  legal  guarantees  and 
privileges  for  foreign  investors 
and the measures taken to stim-
ulate the activity of the enterpris-
es  with  foreign  investment  con-
tributed to a significant increase 
of foreign direct investment flows 
into the country.

to  further  encourage  foreign 
investment,  creating  favorable 
conditions for foreign investment 
and more effective use of a large 
economic  and  investment  po-
tential of the country by the ini-
tiative  of  president  Karimov  on 
dec. 2, 2008, and april 13, 2012, 
in  the  territories  of  Navoi  and 
tashkent  regions,  creating  the 
Free  Industrial  economic  Zone 
“Navoi”  and  Special  Industrial 
Zone “angren,” with concessions 
under a special legal regime, in-
cluding unprecedented customs, 
currency  and  tax  incentives, 
making  FIeZ  “Navoi”  and  SIZ 
“angren”  some  of  the  most  lib-
eral and attractive free economic 
zones in the world.

proximity to vast product mar-
kets and the developed transport 
infrastructure  of  uzbekistan,  in-
tegrated  into  the  multimodal 
communication  system  of  eur-
asia,  determine  promising  in-
vestment,  trade  and  economic 
cooperation. Foreign companies 
investing  in  uzbekistan  get  an 
opportunity to enter the five larg-
est and most dynamically grow-
ing  markets  of  countries  of  the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States  and  Central  and  eastern 
europe,  South  and  Southeast 
asia, and the middle east. 

during  the  years  of  inde-
pendence,  warm  and  trusted 
relations  established  between 
uzbekistan  and  Japan  serve  to 

increase  diversified  coopera-
tion,  lifted  up  to  the  new  high 
level of strategic partnership. Our 
countries highly value tradition-
ally friendly relations, which are 
based  on  the  principles  of  mu-
tual  understanding,  trust  and 
respect  of  each  other.  addition-
ally  to  that,  peoples  of  our  two 
countries  widely  celebrate  this 
year the 20th anniversary of the 
establishment  of  diplomatic  re-
lations.  Within  this  framework, 
many events with the participa-
tion  of  wide  representation  of 
the society of both countries are 
being hosted  in uzbekistan and 
Japan.

president  Karimov  has  paid 
official  visits  to  Japan  three 
times — in may 1994, June 2002 
and  February  2011.  during  the 
first  visit,  the  exchange  of  notes 
to  prolong  eight  international 
agreements  was  signed,  and  in 
2002,  the  Joint  Statement  on 
Friendship, Strategic partnership 
and  Cooperation  between  uz-
bekistan and Japan was signed.

the  official  visit  of  president 
Karimov  to  Japan  on  Feb.  8-10, 
2011,  became  a  significant  im-
pulse  in  further  acceleration  in 
political, economic, cultural and 
humanitarian  spheres  between 
both countries. during the men-
tioned  visit,  several  agreements 
with  big  Japanese  corporations, 
specializing  in  high  technology 
have  been  concluded.  the  pur-
pose  of  these  agreements  is  to 
attract Japanese companies into 
the following rapidly developing 
uzbekistan  industries:  oil  and 
gas,  chemical,  petrochemical, 
energy,  machine-building  and 
textile industries.

unfortunately,  in  a  month 
after  the  visit,  Japan  was  struck 
by  a  massive  natural  disaster. 
president  Karimov  was  one  of 
the  first  on  march  11,  2011,  to 
express his sincere condolences 
to the government of Japan and 
the  people  in  connection  with 
this massive natural tragedy, not-
ing  that  uzbekistan  shared  the 
pain  and  sorrow  for  the  dead. 
the  government  of  uzbekistan 
decided  to  send  humanitar-
ian  aid  to  the  people  of  Japan, 
much  of  which  was  delivered 
to  Fukushima  prefecture  as  the 
most affected by the natural and 
nuclear disasters. prime minister 
Naoto Kan and Fukushima Gov. 
yuheya Sato expressed gratitude 
to  the  president  Karimov  and 
the  uzbek  people  for  the  con-

dolences  and  humanitarian  as-
sistance provided by uzbekistan 
to the residents of this region of 
Japan.  It  is  one  of  the  examples 
of the development of the uzbek-
Japanese relation in the spirit of 
strategic partnership.

It is necessary to note that the 
two  nations  have  worked  out  a 
constructive  cooperation  within 
the  framework  of  international 
organizations  and  institutions. 
From 1993, uzbekistan has con-
sistently supported Japan’s aspi-
ration  for  a  permanent  seat  on 
the u.N. Security Council. along 
with  this,  uzbekistan  actively 
supports  the  international  ini-
tiatives  of  Japan  on  the  reform-
ing of the united Nations and its 
structures.

both  sides  have  been  vigor-
ous  in  bolstering  multilateral 
contacts  within  the  “Central 
asia  plus  Japan”  dialogue  for-
mat. the third Foreign ministers’ 
meeting within the framework of 
the  dialogue  with  the  participa-
tion  of  the  minister  of  Foreign 
affairs  Katsuya  Okada  was  held 
in  tashkent  in  august  2010.  In 
december 2011 the sixth Senior 
Officials’ meeting of  the Central 
asia  plus  Japan  dialogue  was 
held in tokyo. during the meet-
ing,  the  priority  directions  of 
cooperation in partnership with 
Japan,  in  the  spheres  including, 
trade  and  investments,  regional 
security, fighting against extrem-
ism  and  narcotics  trafficking, 
transport  and  communications, 
power,  health  and  protection  of 
environment were discussed.

also, since 2002, political con-
sultations between the ministries 
of Foreign affairs have been held 
on  a  regular  basis.  rounds  of 
consultations took place in tash-
kent in may 2012. the Japanese 
partners  stressed  uzbekistan’s 
key  role  in  ensuring  security, 
stability  and  sustainable  devel-
opment  in  the  region.  tokyo 
supports  the  efforts  of  the  re-
public of uzbekistan in address-
ing regional issues, including the 
use of water resources in Central 
asia based on universally recog-
nized principles of international 
law with regard to the interests of 
the  region’s  states.  It  was  stated 
that uzbekistan and Japan were 
making  an  important  contribu-
tion  to  the  socioeconomic  de-
velopment  of  afghanistan  and 
stabilizing the country. 

For  the  significant  contribu-
tion to strengthening the friend-
ship,  partnership,  cooperation 
and  mutual  understanding  be-
tween  the  people  of  the  coun-
tries,  the  former  ambassador 
and  diet  member  Kyoko  Na-
kayama,  scientist-archaeologist 
Kyudzo  Kato,  first  deputy  rector 
of  banking  and  Finance  acad-
emy  toshiharu  Kitamura,  for-
mer rector of Waseda university 
takayashu Okushima and former 
prime  minister  and  diet  mem-
ber  yoshiro  mori  were  awarded 
the dustlik (Friendship) order. 

the  most  pressing  in  the  de-
velopment  of  strategic  partner-
ship  between  the  two  countries 
is  in  the  trade,  economic  and 
investment  domain.  today,  Ja-
pan is one of the major investors 
into  the  uzbek  economy.  the 
volume  of  Japanese  financial 
enclosures  assigned  for  the  ex-
ecution of priority projects in the 
hydrocarbon industry, transport, 
telecommunications, health care, 
agriculture and other sectors has 

totaled $2.3 billion, including the 
government-privileged yen cred-
its worth more than $1.2 billion, 
over  $280  million  in  honorary 
aid,  more  than  $110  million  in 
technical  assistance,  over  $720 
million in commercial credits.

Founded  in  1994  the  uzbek-
Japanese  and  the  Japanese-uz-
bek  Committees  on  economic 
Cooperation  are  playing  sig-
nificant  roles  in  developing  the 
trade and economic relations.

besides,  the  largest  Japanese 
companies  and  corporations, 
including  mitsui  and  Co.,  mit-
subishi Corp., Sojitz Corp, maru-
beni, Itochu Corp., Isuzu motors, 
Sumitomo  Corp.,  etc.,  are  suc-
cessfully operating in the market 
of  uzbekistan.  One  of  the  vivid 
examples  of  cooperation  is  the 
production  of  buses  and  trucks 
under  the  Isuzu  brand  in  the 
Samarkand automobile Factory.

In  2011  the  trade  turnover 
between  the  two  countries 
amounted  to  $162.7  million. 
during  the  period  of  Janu-
ary-June  2012  bilateral  trade 
amounted  to  $58.7  million. 
along  with  this,  11  enterprises 
with Japanese capital,  including 
one  with  100  percent  Japanese 
capital,  are  operating  in  uz-
bekistan.  the  main  spheres  of 
activity  of  the  noted  enterprises 
are  trading,  services,  transport, 
tourism  and  health,  engineer-
ing,  metalworking,  light  indus-
try. Fourteen offices of Japanese 
companies,  the  scope  of  which 
includes  conducting  export-
import operations, procurement 
within  investment  projects,  etc., 
are accredited in uzbekistan. 

along with this, the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation agency 
(JICa)  and  the  Japan  external 
trade Organization (JetrO) are 
actively  working  through  their 
offices  in  tashkent.  the  uzbek-
Japanese  Center  in  tashkent  is 
making  its  own  contribution  to 
the  training  of  highly  qualified 
personnel.  the  training  pro-
grams of the center are based on 
the  experience  of  the  economic 
development  of  Japan.  Special-
ists  of  uzbekistan  are  taking 
short-term  and  medium-term 
training courses in various fields 
with JICa.

the  cooperation  in  the  cul-
tural,  scientific  and  educational 
fields is successfully developing, 
based on the common historical 
heritage  of  the  Silk  road.  the 
given  high  level  of  uzbek-Japa-
nese  cooperation  is  constantly 
expanding  through  intensified 
cultural  dialogue,  academic  ex-
change  and  sporting  events.  all 
of  this  is  the  basis  of  public  di-
plomacy  that  promotes  greater 
understanding  between  our 
people,  enabling  the  promotion 
of tourist potential of both sides.

In  this  context,  the  opening 
of  a  Japanese  garden  with  the 

planting  thousands  of  “sakura” 
trees on the territory of uzexpo-
center and setting the peace bell 
in 2003 in the babur park of Cul-
ture and rest in tashkent is quite 
symptomatic,  which  symbolizes 
the contribution of uzbekistan in 
strengthening peace and stability 
in Central asia. this list of events 
of  cultural  and  humanitarian 
cooperation  can  be  continued. 
Only  in  recent  years  dozens  of 
events of a cultural, scientific and 
educational  nature  have  been 
held  in  Japan.  among  them  are 
the  Week  of  Culture  and  art  of 
uzbekistan  (June  2012),  Second 
uzbekistan-Japan academic Fo-
rum  with  uzbek  and  Japanese 
students, researchers at the uni-
versity  of  tsukuba  (Oct.  29-30, 
2011), meeting of the presidents 
of  higher-educational  institu-
tions  of  the  two  countries  un-
der  the  Japanese  government’s 
program  Global  30  at  the  uni-
versity of Nagoya (Nov. 1, 2011), 
uzbek-Japan  scientific  sympo-
siums “ancient civilizations and 
religions of uzbekistan: in search 
of origins of Japanese culture” in 
tokyo and Nara, dedicated to the 
1,300th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of  the city of Nara,  the 
southern  point  of  the  Great  Silk 
road, etc.

public  friendship  organiza-
tions in Japan, such as Japan-uz-
bekistan, Fukushima-uzbekistan, 

Fukuoka-uzbekistan,  Central 
eurasia-Gunma,  date-uzbeki-
stan  and  Nara-uzbekistan,  are 
active  in  the  development  of 
cultural  and  humanitarian  co-
operation  between  uzbekistan 
and Japan and making a signifi-
cant contribution to strengthen-
ing the dialogue between the two 
countries.

It is important to note that the 
ancient historical cities of Samar-
kand, bukhara, Khiva, Shakhris-
abz,  termez  and  tashkent  are 
centers  of  the  Great  Silk  road, 
as  well  as  direct  regular  flights 
of  uzbek  National  airways  Co.’s 
uzbekistan  airways,  with  a  fre-

quency of twice a week between 
the Narita airport and the capital 
city of tashkent, contributing to 
the  further  growth  of  Japanese 
tourists  to  uzbekistan  and  from 
uzbekistan to Japan.

In conclusion, I would like to 
emphasize  that  the  high  level 
of  the  bilateral  cooperation  in 
all  fields,  the  warm  and  closely 
friendly  relations  between  the 
people  of  our  countries  and 
the  results  achieved  during  this 
period  of  cooperation  will  be  a 
strong basis for further develop-
ment, expansion and strengthen-
ing  of  the  strategic  partnership 
between uzbekistan and Japan.

on the path of development, prosperity

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan H.E. Islam Karimov Modern and traditional: The 
capital Tashkent, which has 

changed  economically, 
culturally and architecturally 

since 1991, is noted for its 
tree-lined streets, numerous 

fountains, pleasant parks and 
new buildings. Hasti Imam  

complex (right) is one of the 
ancient religious squares in 
Tashkent and an important 
center of Islamic culture in 
Uzbekistan for more than 

 a thousand years.              
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