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Thailand national day

Thanatip Upatising
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The  national  day  of  the  King-
dom  of  Thailand  is  traditionally 
the  birthday  of 
His  majesty 
King  bhumibol 
adulyadej.  It  is 
therefore  my 
great  pleasure 
to  take  this  op-
portunity  to  ad-
dress readers on 
this auspicious occasion. 

This  year  marks  the  125th 
anniversary  of  the  diplomatic 
relations between Thailand and 
Japan,  while  contact  between 
the  two  peoples  dates  back  to 
the  15th  century.  The  cordial 
relations between Thailand and 
Japan have been nurtured at var-
ious fronts and further strength-
ened  as  the  years  go  by.  This 
year  the  bond  of  friendship  or 
“kizuna”  between  Thailand  and 
Japan is stronger than ever. 

In  June  we  were  especially 
grateful  that  His  Imperial  High-
ness  crown  Prince  naruhito 
graciously  paid  an  official  visit 
to Thailand. The visit epitomizes 
the  long  and  friendly  ties  be-

tween the Thai royal Family and 
the  Imperial  family.  The  Thai 
Prime  minister  H.e.  yingluck 
shinawatra  also  visited  Japan 
twice. she paid an official work-
ing  visit  to  Japan  in  march  and 
once again returned to Japan to 
attend the fourth mekong-Japan 
summit  in  april.  These  visits 
have  enhanced  the  even  closer 
ties between Thailand and Japan 
under the framework of the stra-
tegic  Partnership  based  on  the 
enduring bonds of Friendship. 

at the people-to-people level, 
after  having  suffered  from  the 
unprecedented natural disasters 
that severely affected both coun-
tries  last  year,  the  mutual  assis-
tance between our two peoples, 
spontaneously outpoured to the 
affected areas in Japan and Thai-
land during those difficult times, 
has  brought  closer  ties  and  un-
derstanding.  It  is  proved  by  the 
increasing  trend  and  number 
of tourists traveling between the 
two countries. In the first half of 
2012,  the  number  of  Japanese 
visitors  traveling  to  Thailand 
was  630,000,  increasing  by  11.5 
percent  from  the  same  period 
in  2011,  while  approximately 
132,400  Thais  visited  Japan,  in-

creasing  by  118  percent.  Thus, 
this October Thai airways Inter-
national  launched  direct  flights 
between bangkok and sapporo. 

On the economic front, Japan 
is our most important trade and 
investment  partner.  The  eco-
nomic partnership was strength-
ened  when  the  Japan-Thailand 
economic  Partnership  agree-
ment,  or  JTePa,  entered  into 
force  in  november  2007.  Last 
year’s  total  trade  between  our 
two  countries  was  $642  billion. 
despite the great flood last year, 
Thailand’s trade and investment 
with  Japan  did  not  decline.  On 
the contrary, the total trade dur-
ing the first half of 2012 amounts 
to  $35  billion,  which  is  a  12.38 
percent increase from that of the 
first half of 2011. Japanese invest-
ment in Thailand also increased 
144 percent to $5.5 billion in the 
first  half  of  this  year  compared 
with  the  same  period  of  2011. 
The  economic  presence  of  Ja-
pan in Thailand is solid and still 
growing.  Thailand  still  remains 
the  second  largest  home  of  the 
Japanese  business  community 
in asia after shanghai. 

beyond the bilateral perspec-
tive, there are still vast potentials 

for  Thailand  and  Japan  to  carry 
out  their  economic  partnership 
toward the emerging markets in 
the  region  as  well  as  the  forth-
coming  asean  community  in 

2015.  Taking  into  account  Thai-
land’s  strategic  location  at  the 
crossroads  of  the  asean  main 
land,  the  Thai  government  has 
strongly  committed  to  realizing 

the  strategic  plan  to  enhance 
its  national  transportation  in-
frastructure  system  covering 
the  east-West  and  north-south 
economic corridor with the aim 
to  promote  logistic  connectivity 
with  neighboring  countries.  To 
take  advantage  of  Japan’s  niche 
of long-term economic presence 
in Thailand, it is a timely oppor-

tunity for both sides to mutually 
enhance their business coopera-
tion in both Thailand’s neighbors 
and  southeast  asia.  at  this  cru-
cial  juncture,  it  is  certain  that 
Thailand  will  serve  as  an  excel-
lent production base and hub for 
Japanese business in the heart of 
asean. 

as a wise man said, “a friend 

in  need  is  a  friend  indeed.”  For 
Thailand  and  Japan,  we  are  not 
only old friends but also modern 
partners.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
our  two  countries  will  further 
deepen  our  amicable  relations 
through  our  future  cooperation 
and become strategic economic 
partners in order to grow togeth-
er in the “century of asia.”

Close, enduring bonds: 
125 years of bilateral ties

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand

Majestic: The Grand Palace in Bangkok, formerly the official residence of the kings of Thailand, is 
now used for ceremonial purposes. Wat Phra Kaew, or the Temple of the Emerald Buddha, is a 
royal chapel situated within the walls of the palace. royAl ThAi embAssy
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On  the  auspicious  occasion  of 
the  85th  birthday  of  His  maj-
esty  King  bhumibol  adulyadej, 
we  humbly  offer  our  heartfelt 
congratulations  and  pray  for 
the  further  prosperity  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Thailand.  marking 
the 125th anniversary of the es-
tablishment  of  Japan-Thailand 
diplomatic  relations,  it  is  our 
sincere  desire  to  enhance  the 
further  development  of  the  bi-
lateral relationship.

Looking  back  on  the  past 
year,  both  Japan  and  Thailand 
were  hit  by  unprecedented 
natural  disasters,  the  earth-
quake  and  floods  respectively. 
However,  both  countries  are 
recovering faster than originally 

expected,  thanks  to  the  assis-
tance  to  each  other.  Through 
conquering  the  scourges,  we 
realize that both countries have 
consolidated  the  relationship 
to be genuine friends who help 
each other in need.

Under such a friendship, both 
countries have deeply developed 
the bilateral economic relations. 
even  after  the  floods,  Thailand 
remains  our  biggest  investment 
destination  among  the  associa-
tion  of  southeast  asian  nations 
(asean),  and  Japan  is  the  big-
gest  investment  destination  for 
Thailand.  by  further  improv-
ing  the  business  environment 

through  bilateral  talks  to  review 
the  Japan-Thailand  economic 
Partnership  agreement,  which 
came  into  effect  in  november 
2007, we expect that the bilateral 
economic relations will continue 
to expand.

Looking  at  the  global  econ-
omy,  asia  continues  to  be  the 
engine  for  global  economic 
growth,  while  the  economy  of 
the advanced countries, begin-
ning  with  europe,  continues 
to  slow.  both  Japan  and  Thai-
land  are  expected  in  tandem 
to  support  the  sustained  asian 
growth.  To  that  end,  it  is  im-
portant  to  drive  forward,  step 

by  step,  the  economic  integra-
tion and infrastructure building 
within asia. 

at  the  east  asia  summit 
meeting last month, the launch 
of the regional comprehensive 
economic  Partnership  (rceP) 
negotiations  was  announced 
by the asean countries, Japan, 
china, the south Korea, austra-
lia,  new  Zealand  and  India  in 
the  asean+6  format.  It  is  in-
dispensable for both Japan and 
Thailand,  as  economic  powers 
in the region, to lead the nego-
tiations  toward  vitalization  of 

investment  and  service  trade 
and  facilitation  of  the  move-
ment  of  persons.  also,  regard-
ing infrastructure building, the 
active involvement of the pub-
lic and private sectors of Japan 
and  Thailand  is  requested  in 
the  process  of  realizing  the 
master  Plan  on  asean  con-
nectivity.

Just before the 40th anniver-
sary next year of Japan-asean 
Friendship  and  cooperation, 
we  pray  for  the  further  devel-
opment  of  Japan-Thailand  re-
lations.

leaders in the region, both countries retain ever-stronger relations

Festive: Bangkok is illuminated in celebration of the birthday of 
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej. royAl ThAi embAssy
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