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Sri Lanka independence day

Admiral Wasantha Karannagoda
AmbAssAdor of sri LAnKA

on this special occasion of  the 
65th  anniversary  of  the  inde-
pendence  of  Sri  Lanka,  I  have 
the  honor  to 
convey  my  sin-
cere  and  warm 
greetings  and 
best  wishes 
from the people 
and  govern-
ment of Sri Lan-
ka  to  Their  Im-
perial  Majesties  emperor  aki-
hito  and  empress  Michiko,  the 
government  of  Japan  and  the 
warmhearted  people  of  Japan. 
I also convey my best wishes to 
all the Sri Lankan expatriates in 
Japan to whom today is indeed 
an  important  and  auspicious 
occasion.

Japan  and  Sri  Lanka  have 
maintained  and  strengthened 
relations  over  the  past  60  years, 
since  the  establishment  of  dip-
lomatic  ties  in  1952,  soon  after 
the  San  Francisco  Peace  Con-
ference  in  September  1951.  at 
this conference, Sri Lanka’s then  
finance  minister,  the  Hon.  J.r. 
Jayawardene,  who  later  became 
president of Sri Lanka, spoke on 
behalf of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and urged the participating 
countries to accept Japan in the 
spirit  of  Lord  buddha’s  teach-
ings. He quoted from Lord bud-
dha’s  teachings  and  convinced 
the world that hatred cannot be 
overcome by hatred, but only by 
love and compassion.

Following  this  initiative,  Ja-
pan  took  the  initial  steps  to-
ward  postwar  reconstruction.  It 
is  extremely  heartening  to  note 
that  many  people  in  Japan  still 
remember  this  incident  with 
gratitude. This paved the way for 
the  establishment  of  diplomatic 
relations between Sri Lanka and 
Japan  in  1952.  Sri  Lanka  stood 
by  Japan  when  the  entire  world 
demanded  war  reparations  be-
cause  we  believed  that  Japan 
had  the  inner  strength  to  revive 

from  its  wounds  and  this  great 
strength would one day lead the 
future  of  asia.  I  must  say  that 
what  our  forefathers  foresaw 
then, is today a firm reality.

In 2012, Japan and Sri Lanka 
commemorated  the  60th  an-
niversary  of  the  establishment 
of  diplomatic  relations.  The 
embassy  of  Sri  Lanka  in  Japan 
on  behalf  of  the  government 
of  Sri  Lanka  organized  events 
in  selected  cities  in  Japan  to 
commemorate  this  special  an-
niversary.  Sri  Lankan  cultural 
shows  were  held  in  Tokyo, 
osaka, Kobe, nagoya, nara and 
Suzuka, Mie Prefecture, display-
ing Sri Lankan culture and these 
events  awakened  a  feeling  and 
sense  of  closeness  among  both 
our  countries  and  our  people. 
Many  of  the  friendly  Japanese 
who  participated  in  these  cul-
tural  events  were  fascinated  by 
the  cultural  affinity  that  both 
our countries shared. 

although  our  diplomatic  ties 
date  back  60  years,  recorded 
history  shows  that  relations  be-
tween  our  two  countries  date 
back many centuries. In the year 
1856,  a  Japanese  vessel  carry-
ing  17  young  intellectuals  from 
Kyushu on their way to england 
to  learn  technical  and  scientific 
developments  in  the  Western 
world  visited  the  port  of  Galle 
in  Sri  Lanka  (then  Ceylon)  and 
were fascinated by the beauty of 
the  city.  They  believed  that  one 
day  Japan  also  should  develop 
its  villages  and  towns  in  a  simi-
lar fashion.

also,  the  first  formal  contact 
between  the  two  countries  was 
the  visit  of  a  Japanese  priest  to 
Sri  Lanka  in  1886  to  learn  the 
Pali  and  Sanskrit  languages  in 
order  to  study  Theravada  bud-
dhism.  The  priest  stayed  in  a 
buddhist  temple  in  Galle  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  Sri  Lanka.  
He  was  known  as  Shaku  Kozen 
and  received  his  higher  ordina-
tion  at  the  Malwatte  Temple  in 
Kandy,  Sri  Lanka,  in  1890  un-
der  the name Kozen Gunaratna 

Thero  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  to 
his  sponsor,  Mudliyar  Gunara-
tna, a Sri Lankan philanthropist 
residing in the city of Galle.

In  1989,  following  an  invita-
tion from the Japanese authori-
ties, a buddhist delegation com-
prising  Col.  Henry  Steel  olcott 
(a Christian american who con-
verted to buddhism and became 
a  very  strong  buddhist  activist) 
and  anagarika  dharmapala,  a 
young  Sri  Lankan  buddhist  ac-
tivist, visited Japan to propagate 
the  teachings  of  Lord  buddha. 
Subsequent  to  this  visit,  ana-

garika  dharmapala  arranged 
for  four  young  Sri  Lankan  men 
to visit  Japan  for  training  in  the 
fields of ceramics, safety match-
es,  textile  and  flower  making. 
once  they  returned  to  Sri  Lan-
ka, industries in each field were 
established  and  made  a  signifi-
cant  contribution  to  Sri  Lanka’s 
economy.

Today,  Japan  is  the  single 
largest  donor  to  Sri  Lanka  and 
has always stood by Sri Lanka in 
good times and bad. a friend in 
need, we say, is a friend indeed. 
In  international  forums,  Japan 

has always supported our cause 
and  looked  toward  Sri  Lanka’s 
interest  as  an  independent  de-
mocracy,  especially  in  the  face 
of  Sri  Lanka’s  humanitarian 
operation  against  LTTe  terror-
ism.  Japan  was  also  one  of  the 
first countries to assist Sri Lanka 
when the Indian ocean tsunami 
struck the  island in 2004.  In the 
same  manner  when  the  Great 
east Japan earthquake struck on 
March 11, 2011, the government 
of  Sri  Lanka  was  quick  to  assist 
in  every  which  way  possible 
with  contributions  of  cooked, 

warm meals to people in evacu-
ation  centers,  consignments  of 
tea,  assistance  to  the  Japan  red 
Cross  and  a  disaster  relief  team 
to  assist  in  the  Ishinomaki  area 
of Miyagi Prefecture.

Sri  Lanka,  which  is  today  re-
viving after a 30-decade conflict, 
is  currently  one  of  the  safest 
places  in  the  world,  providing 
peace and harmony to all its citi-
zens. Just as in the case of Japan 
in its postwar era, Sri Lanka, too, 
believes that the country and its 
people  have  the  inner  strength 
to  move  forward  and  awaken  a 

new era, paving the way to  lead 
the future of South asia. 

Tourist  arrivals  from  Japan 
to  Sri  Lanka  have  increased 
by  almost  50  percent  in  2012 
compared  to  2011.  Japan  still 
provides  the  highest  number  of 
travelers  to  Sri  Lanka  from  the 
east asian region, Sri Lanka be-
ing a safe haven for the Japanese 
traveler  seeking  a  “power  spot” 
and a peaceful location for inner 
revival.

In  addition,  the  large  corpo-
rations  of  Japan  have  expressed 
interest  to  commit  investments 

and  to  be  engaged  in  commer-
cial and trading activity with Sri 
Lanka, which is today a booming 
business hub in South asia. I am 
confident  that  these  develop-
ments  will  further  deepen  and 
strengthen the bilateral relations 
between our two countries.

I  look  forward  with  confi-
dence to the enduring friendship 
between  Sri  Lanka  and  Japan 
being  further  enhanced  in  the 
coming years and to strengthen-
ing the bonds of friendship with 
the  government  and  people  of 
Japan.

developing stronger ties

Friendly cultural exchanges: The Sri Lanka Festival was held 
last Sept. 8 and 9 in Yoyogi Park, Tokyo. Organized by the Sri 
Lankan Embassy and companies and other organizations in Sri 
Lanka and Japan, the festival has been held every year since 
2004, attracting around 100,000 people annually. Clockwise 
from top left: During the festival last year, Sri Lankan 
Ambassador Admiral Wasantha Karannagoda (right) and 
Yasushi Akashi, former United Nations administrator who 
serves as the representative of Japan for peace-building, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction in Sri Lanka, participate in the 
traditional oil lamp lighting ceremony; a Sri Lankan dance 
troupe performs at the festival; the crowd watching the 
entertainment; and a performer wearing a carved wooden 
mask entertains visitors at the venue. EmbAssy of sri LAnKA
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Sri Lanka independence day

G.L. Peiris
Minister of externaL affairs of 
sri Lanka

Today,  we  cele-
brate Sri Lanka’s 
65th  anniver-
sary  of  inde-
pendence  with 
the  realization 
of  a  sustainable 
peace  supple-
mented by com-
prehensive economic and social 
development  programs  benefit-
ing the people in all parts of our 
motherland.

The  government  under  the 
visionary leadership of President 
Mahinda rajapaksa continues to 
strengthen  the  extensive  socio-
economic  development  process 
that envisages the betterment of 
its  people  while  achieving  an  8 
percent annual growth rate since 
the eradication of separatist  ter-
rorism  from  the  island.  Large-
scale infrastructure projects with 
newly  built  roads,  airports  and 
seaports amply demonstrate the 
robust  economic  agenda  of  Sri 
Lanka.

being  mindful  of  the  welfare 
of  its  people  and  giving  priority 

to alleviating poverty and achiev-
ing social equity  in  the country, 
the  government  has  launched 
the  divi  neguma  program  en-
compassing  livelihood  devel-
opment  activities  to,  inter alia, 
ensure food security for each in-
dividual  and  family;  to  improve 
the  living  standards  of  people; 
to  mobilize  and  empower  peo-
ple  for  national  development; 
to  upgrade  physical  and  social 
infrastructure  facilities;  and  to 
create  a  social  security  network 
for those who are in need of eco-
nomic uplifting.

In its efforts on reconciliation, 
the  government  is  progressing 
steadily  in  implementing  the 
national  action  Plan  emanat-
ing  from  the  recommendations 
in  the  Lessons  Learnt  and  rec-
onciliation  Commission  (LLrC) 
report.  This  transparent  and  vi-
brant process is being further en-
riched by a substantial resource 
allocation from the government.

The  key  challenges  relating 
to  Sri  Lanka’s  national  security, 
sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity,  and  economic  and  cultural 
diplomacy, as enunciated in the 

“Mahinda Chinthana: The Vision 
for  Future,”  continue  to  be  high 
priorities of the Ministry of exter-
nal affairs. Vigorously pursuing a 
non-aligned  foreign  policy,  the 
Ministry of external affairs con-
tinues to consolidate Sri Lanka’s 
friendship with the international 
community  by  expanding  its 
diplomatic outreach with the as-
sistance of our missions abroad. 
The record number of high-level 
visits  to  Sri  Lanka  in  the  recent 
past  has  yielded  tangible  re-
sults  including  projects  relating 

to  infrastructure  development 
and  the  enhancement  of  tour-
ism, trade and direct investment 
benefiting  our  people.  notwith-
standing  the  many  challenges 
the  country  experienced  in  the 
recent past, the resilience shown 
by the Sri Lankan economy and 
the confidence the country com-
mands in the international com-
munity are remarkable.

The  expatriate  Sri  Lankan 
community  plays  an  important 
role in contributing to the devel-
opment of the Sri Lankan econ-

omy,  enhancing  the  country’s 
image abroad and promoting its 
culture.

on  this  auspicious  occasion 
of our national day, I extend my 
sincere gratitude to the overseas 
Sri  Lankan  community  for  con-
tributing  immensely  to  these 
endeavours.  We  as  Sri  Lankans, 
while renewing our commitment 
to safeguarding the hard-earned 
peace, must redouble our efforts 
to  achieving  economic  prosper-
ity for all persons in our beloved 
motherland. 

rising steadily in socioeconomic improvement for all sri Lankans

D.M. Jayaratne
PriMe Minister of sri Lanka

Sri  Lanka’s  65th  anniversary  of 
independence, 
which  falls  on 
Feb.  4,  brings 
utmost  pride 
and  happiness 
to  all  Sri  Lank-
ans.  during  the 
past six decades 
the  country’s 
advancement  in  the  socioeco-
nomic  field  had  been  phenom-
enal.  Though  there  had  been  a 
few  setbacks,  they  were  over-
come with the bravery, courage, 
determination and commitment 
of our people. The ruthless LTTe 
terrorism that plagued the coun-
try for nearly three decades was 
one such  formidable  threat  that 
disrupted  the  peace  and  econ-
omy  of  the  country.  That,  too, 

was  overwhelmingly  defeated 
through the wise leadership and 
the  guidance  of  our  President 
H.e. Mahinda rajapaksa.

With  the  defeat  of  LTTe  ter-
rorism  many  ambitious  de-
velopment  projects  have  been 
launched  in  the  north  and  the 
east.  The  resettlement  of  dis-
placed  people  has  been  com-
pleted.  The  damaged  houses, 
schools, hospitals and roadways 
have  been  repaired.  There  is 
resuscitation  of  agriculture,  ir-
rigation  facilities,  fisheries  and 
industries  in  these  areas.  The 
visiting foreign dignitaries, espe-
cially  those  of  the  World  bank, 
asian  development  bank  and 
foreign  diplomats  are  amazed 
at  the  rapid  socioeconomic  de-
velopment taking place in these 
areas within three years.

The  benefits  of  rapid  socio-
economic  development  that 

have  taken place  in  the country 
after  the defeat of  terrorism has 
trickled  down  to  every  part  of 
the country.  The programs such 
as,  Gama  neguma,  Gemi  de-
riya,  divi  neguma,  etc.,  under 
the Mahinda Chintana vision for 
the future contribute immensely 
for  the uplifting of  the econom-
ic  and  living  standards  of  the 
people.  The  network  of  roads, 
expressways,  high-rise  build-
ings,  shopping  malls,  residen-
tial  towers and hotel complexes 
testify  to  the  growing  strength 
of  the  country’s  economy.  The 
peace  and  tranquility  prevail-
ing in the country have attracted 
tourists into the country in large 
numbers.  The  increased  inter-
est  shown  by  foreign  investors 
in  the  stock  market  is  ample 
testimony to a robust economy.  
Mega-projects  like  Hambantota 
Harbour, Colombo Harbour de-

velopment  Project,  Southern 
express  Highway,  norochcho-
lai  Power  Plant,  upper  Koth-
male Project, airport at Mattala, 
Colombo-Katunayake  express 
Highway  and  large  irrigation 
projects  that  are  under  way 
evoke pride to the entire nation.

during  a  period  when  such 
unprecedented  development 

activities are in full swing in the 
country  it  is  incumbent  on  all 
citizens  to  cooperate  and  assist 
the  government  in  its  develop-
ment  effort.  Let  us  resolve  our-
selves on this Independence day 
to  join  hands  to  work  together 
as patriotic citizens for the com-
mon  good  and  advancement  of 
our motherland. 

the nation’s rapid development

Eclectic structure: Gangaramaya Temple in Colombo features a mix of Sri Lankan, Thai, Indian 
and Chinese architectural styles. sri Lanka tourisM ProMotion bureau

Mahinda rajapaksa
PresiDent of sri Lanka

We  Sri  Lankans  who  have  sac-
rificed immensely  to ensure the 
sovereignty  of  the  nation,  cel-
ebrate  this  65th  national  Inde-
pendence day anniversary with 
utmost pride.

The nation has embarked on 
a path of development that has 
made freedom really meaning-
ful.  This  is  a  very  difficult  and 
challenging  task,  the  fulfill-
ment  of  which  would  bring 
both  justice  and  prosperity  to 
the  nation.  The  time  has  now 
dawned  when  you  and  your 
children  need  not  think  with 
fear  and  suspicion  about  the 
future.

We  have  acted  with  a  firm 
commitment  to  defeat  lo-
cal  and  foreign  forces  ranged 
against  the  country.  even 

when  the  leadership  is  faced 
with  difficult  and  challenging 
situations we have a principled 

commitment  not  to  betray  the 
country. In doing so, we derive 
immense  strength  from  the 
enormous  cooperation  we  re-
ceive from the people.

unity  among  communities 
and religious harmony are vital 
factors  for  the  development  of 
the  country.  divisions  among 
us  will  strengthen  various  hos-
tile  forces  seeking  to  deny  us 
our freedom. When all commu-
nities  rise  in  unity,  the  forces 
hostile  to  the  country  will  be 
weakened  and  freedom  further 
strengthened.  We  celebrate  the 
65th  anniversary  of  indepen-
dence  with  firm  determination 
and  clear  commitment  to  na-
tional unity.

We  salute  and  pay  our  hom-
age  to  all  patriots  who  have 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice  to 
safeguard the  freedom and sov-
ereignty of the nation. 

Meaningful freedom 
with the people’s help

Sacred mountain: Sri Pada, also known as Adam’s Peak, stands in central Sri Lanka and is revered as a holy site by Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and Christians. 
sri Lanka tourisM ProMotion bureau

Prized crop: Tea plantations in the central highlands of Sri Lanka.    
sri Lanka tourisM ProMotion bureau

Beauty and tradition: A woman undergoes ayurveda treatment. Right: Ancient frescos at the 
ruins of Sigiriya, a UNESCO World Heritage site, depict women known as “Sigiriya Ladies.” 
sri Lanka tourisM ProMotion bureau
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