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Mexican president’s visit

Enrique Peña Nieto
PrEsidENt of MExico

Mexico has entered a new stage. 
By the vote of Mexicans on dec. 
1,  2012,  i  assumed  the  posi-
tion  of  president  of  the  United 
Mexican States. That day, at  the 
national palace, a symbol of the 
history  and  republican  life  of 
Mexico,  i  offered  my  first  mes-
sage  to  the  nation.  i  presented 
the five main goals of my admin-
istration  for  the  transformation 
of Mexico. 

The  first  goal  of  my  admin-
istration  is  to  achieve  peace  in 
Mexico  and  to  place  its  citizens 
and  their  families  at  the  center 
of  our  national  security  policy. 
We shall achieve this with a state 
policy for security and justice for 
Mexicans, in which authorities of 
every type and level shall work in 
tight coordination.

The second goal is to work to 
attain  an  inclusive  Mexico  that 
combats  poverty  and  closes  the 
gap  of  inequality  that  divides 
Mexicans. 

The  third  goal  is  to  achieve 
quality in education for all Mexi-
cans. We want to form individu-
als with the aptitude, knowledge 
and innovative capacity that can 
successfully compete in a global 
context.

The  fourth  goal  consists  of 
achieving  a  prosperous  Mexico 
where  competition  is  fostered 
in  all  areas,  credit  levels  are 
increased  to  finance  strate-
gic  areas,  and  where  a  formal 
economy  is  promoted,  in  addi-
tion  to  exploiting  resources  in 
a  sustainable  manner,  adding 
value  to  domestic  products  and 

putting them within reach of all 
Mexicans. 

The  fifth  goal  is  to  assume  a 
role of global responsibility with 
a proactive role and broad lead-
ership in the world. in this man-
ner,  freedom  will  be  defended, 
promoting  justice  and  a  more 
sustainable  world  in  the  21st 
century. 

as  the  president  of  Mexico,  i 
am  committed  to  do  my  part.  i 
shall  favor  meetings,  unity  and 
constructive  and  purposeful 
dialogue.  The  collective  good 
compels  us  to  build  now,  with-
out  delay,  basic  agreements  to 
undertake  the  transformation 
of  Mexico.  For  these  reasons,  i 
celebrate that, together with the 
executive  branch,  the  principal 
political  forces  of  Mexico  have 
executed  an  agreement  that 
provides  stability,  certainty  and 
direction to our nation, motivat-
ing unity within the plurality. 

The  pact  for  Mexico  includes 
five  essential  agreements.  First, 
to  transform  Mexico  into  a  so-
ciety  based  on  legal  rights.  This 
implies  that  all  Mexicans  exer-
cise  the  rights  granted  by  the 
constitution. Second, foster eco-
nomic growth, employment and 
competition.  Third,  achieve  se-
curity and justice. That is, make 
the desire and right of all Mexi-
cans  to  live  in  a  peaceful  and 
tranquil  environment  a  reality. 
Fourth,  increase  and  guarantee 
transparency, accountability and 
the fight against corruption. and 
fifth,  perfect  the  conditions  for 
democratic governance. 

i believe that with these steps, 
we  shall  begin  as  a  country  to 
generate  the  conditions  neces-

sary  to  realign  Mexico’s  path  to 
achieve an  integral and positive 
transformation of our country.

it is time to move Mexico for-
ward. i invite all Mexicans to be 
a  part  of  this  great  evolution  of 

our country. Today we have the 
historic  opportunity  to  project 
a  different  Mexico,  to  convert  it 
into the power  it deserves to be 
and  that  it  has  decided  to  be-
come. 

Moving Mexico forward

El Angel: The Monument of Independence of Mexico is a victory 
column located in the center of a traffic circle of a major avenue 
in downtown Mexico City. EMbassy of MExico

the constitutional President of Mexico Enrique Peña Nieto was 
born on July 20, 1966.

He holds a b.a. in Law from the Universidad Panamericana 
and an Mba from the instituto tecnológico de Estudios 
superiores de Monterrey (itEsM).

Peña Nieto joined public service at an early age, occupying 
several positions in the government of the state of Mexico. 
from 2000 to 2002, he was secretary of administration and 
from 2003 to 2004, he was elected representative of the 13th 
district in the 65th session of the state of Mexico, where he 
was coordinator of the Parliamentary Group of the institutional 
revolutionary Party. He was elected governor of the state of 
Mexico in 2005. during his term as governor through 2011, Peña 
Nieto achieved significant progress in infrastructure and public 
services, particularly in health. He restructured finances in the 
state of Mexico, reducing public debt and increasing 
expenditure-targeting works and programs. Having won the 
election in July 2012, Peña Nieto became president of Mexico 
on dec. 1. the main objective of his government will ensure that 
the rights that the constitution confers on Mexicans move from 
paper into practice.

President Peña Nieto and his wife, angelica rivera, are 
paying an official working visit to Japan through april 10. on 
april 8, they are making a state call on Emperor akihito and 
Empress Michiko, who will host a court luncheon, and meet 
with Prime Minister shinzo abe, who will host a dinner. on april 
9, Peña Nieto will meet with the presidents of the House of 
representatives and the House of councilors. during his stay, 
he will also have conferences at Keidanren, United Nations 
University and the National Press club.

President’s brief profile and agenda

claude Heller
aMbassador of MExico

The  visit  of  the 
president  of 
Mexico  Enrique 
peña  nieto  to 
Japan is the first 
official one to an 
asian  country 
since  the  inau-
guration  of  his 
administration  on  dec.  1,  2012. 
This  fact  enlightens  the  impor-
tance  of  the  relations  between 
our two countries.

in  2013  and  2014  we  com-

memorate the 400th anniversary 
of  the  Hasekura  Mission,  which 
departed  on  its  long  journey  to 
the  americas  and  Europe  from 
the  Sendai  feudal  domain  and 
arrived  at  acapulco,  Mexico,  in 
its first stop. The mission became 
a main reference in the develop-
ment  of  our  historical  links  and 
long friendship. This celebration 
is  the  occasion  to  renew  once 
more  the  will  of  our  govern-
ments to strengthen the bilateral 
exchanges  in  all  fields  and  also, 
as  active  members  of  the  inter-
national  community,  to  express 
our  disposal  to  contribute  to  a 

positive response to the greatest 
challenges of our time. 

Today Mexico and Japan share 
a common perspective on many 
international  issues  and  a  vast 
agenda  that  includes  a  fruitful 
cooperation in the main multilat-
eral forums, a growing trade and 
major  investments  based  on  the 
economic partnership agreement, 
as  well  relevant  academic  and 
cultural exchanges. Furthermore, 
sectors of civil society are increas-
ingly  involved  in  an  interactive 
dialogue  with  an  open  mind  in 
the era of globalization.

Mexico and Japan are living in 

new times. president peña nieto 
and  prime  Minister  Shinzo  abe 
initiated  their  respective  man-
dates almost simultaneously, just 
a  few days apart, and both with 
the energy and decision to move 
forward  our  countries,  carrying 
out  the  indispensable  reforms 
for a better  future of  the people 
in a peaceful world. 

With  this  vision,  the  present 
circumstances bring new oppor-
tunities to intensify the relations 
between  Mexico  and  Japan  on 
a  common  ground.  This  official 
visit  represents a  further step  in 
this direction. 

Mexico, Japan take further step in our longtime, friendly relations

José antonio Meade Kuribreña
sEcrEtary of forEiGN affairs of 
MExico

This  is  Mexico’s 
moment.  Mac-
r o e c o n o m i c 
stability  and  a 
low level of debt 
are  part  of  our 
strength  as  one 
among  the  top 
15 economies in 

the world, with a (gross domestic 
product) Gdp per capita of over 
$10,000.  We  are  a  free-market 
economy with a broad social per-
spective and a trading power that 
exchanges goods and services of 
over  $700  billion  every  year.  We 
provide  a  safe  and  reliable  envi-
ronment  for  foreign  investment. 
our political institutions and our 
democracy show strength and vi-
tality. our country has abundant 
natural resources and our nation 
takes pride in sharing a centuries-
old cultural legacy. This moment 
in our history is also a promising 
start for Congress and the execu-
tive power, marked by a consen-
sus  among  the  main  political 
forces that will help clear the way 
for  important  structural  reforms 
in key areas for the country’s de-
velopment. 

in  his  inaugural  address, 

president  Enrique  peña  nieto 
pledged  to  lead  the  country  to 
achieve concrete results that will 
benefit  all  Mexicans.  as  presi-
dent  of  Mexico  he  took  up  the 
challenge not only to administer 
the  country,  but  also  to  move  it 
forward.

Centered  on  five  major  na-
tional  objectives,  this  adminis-
tration  is  transforming  Mexico 
in the right direction: to achieve 
long-lasting  peace  for  all,  to  at-
tain  prosperity  by  fighting  pov-
erty  and  inequality,  to  provide 
quality  education  nationwide, 
and  to  consolidate  the  country 
as  a  globally  responsible  and 
purposeful player.

To  fulfill  all  these  goals,  dur-
ing  the  next  six  years  we  will 
make  sure  our  foreign  policy 
contributes to Mexico’s national 
development as never before. at 
the same time, Mexico will con-
solidate its position as a staunch 
defender of international law, as 
an advocate of global free trade, 
as a friendly and safe destination 
for  foreign  investment, and as a 
supportive,  responsible  nation 
that  champions  peace  and  de-
fends human rights.

We  are  determined  to 
strengthen Mexico’s global pres-
ence  by  enhancing  our  interna-
tional  cooperation,  promoting 

Mexico’s  value  and  protecting 
the interests of Mexicans abroad. 
These  are  the  pillars  of  our  for-
eign policy and they will serve as 
guideposts as we identify specific 
priorities and concrete actions in 
every region and in every coun-
try. 

no  other  part  of  the  world 
can  match  the  growth  and  dy-
namism  of  the  asia-pacific  re-
gion.  Mexico  is  fully  aware  of 
this  fact.  This  is  why  we  have 
formally  joined the Trans-pacif-
ic partnership negotiations, not-
ing  that  Japan  has  expressed  its 
desire  to  become  a  negotiating 
partner.  We  have  also  created 
the  alliance  of  the  pacific  with 
Chile,  Colombia  and  peru,  an 
organization that will strengthen 
economic  links  between  our 
countries  in  latin  america  and 
other  countries  in  the  asia-pa-
cific.  Gradually  but  firmly,  we 
will  become  part  of  this  new 
global  powerhouse  of  growth, 
development  and  innovation. 
The  economic  outlook  on  both 
sides of the pacific is promising. 
our countries have a very special 
opportunity to quickly transform 
their current ties into solid, pro-
ductive  and  mutually  beneficial 
exchanges in the areas of strate-
gic and political dialogue, trade, 
investment,  education,  science, 

technology and culture. 
Mexico and Japan enjoy a sol-

id  and  diversified  relationship. 
However,  while  our  ties  have 
deepened,  there  is  still  plenty 
of  room  for  growth.  We  want  to 
strengthen our political dialogue, 
key to our participation in multi-
lateral forums on issues such as 
disarmament, non-proliferation, 
climate  change  and  human  se-
curity.  We  want  to  trade  more 
with  Japan,  currently  the  main 
destination  for  our  exports  in 
asia,  while  Mexico  is  Japan’s 
main  market  in  latin  america. 
We want more Japanese firms to 
make Mexico their preferred tar-
get  for  investment  and  tourism, 
partnering  with  our  companies 
in  projects  to  increase  innova-
tion and competitiveness. Final-
ly,  we  want  to  promote  further 
scientific,  technical and cultural 
cooperation  with  Japan,  to  take 
advantage  of  their  knowledge 
and sophistication, and to learn 
from  their  valuable  experience. 
Mexico and Japan stand to gain 
sizeable benefits from their part-
nership. 

We  are  determined  to  move 
Mexico  forward,  with  the  par-
ticipation  of  our  friends  and 
partners  in  the  world.  This  is 
Mexico’s  moment  and  we  want 
everyone to know it.

this is Mexico’s moment on the global stage

claudia ruiz Massieu
sEcrEtary of toUrisM of MExico

Mexico is one of 
the  world’s  pre-
eminent  tour-
ist  destinations, 
known  for  its 
quality  of  ser-
vice,  hospitable 
people,  beauti-
ful  beaches,  ex-
quisite gastronomy, rich culture, 
heritage  and  history.  The  Japa-
nese  tourist  is  highly  educated 
and  sophisticated,  looking  for 
destinations  and  products  that 

could  deliver  cultural  experi-
ences, particularly the UnESCo 
World Heritage sites, where Mex-
ico  is  the  leading  destination  in 
the americas and the sixth in the 
world. We have a wide variety of 
products,  including some of the 
most  luxurious  beach  resorts  in 
the  world,  as  well  as  world  re-
nowned archeological sites such 
as Chichen itza, Cholula, Uxmal, 
Coba,  and  Teotihuacan;  biodi-
versity; adventure sports such as 
rafting,  snorkeling,  mountain-
eering  and  scuba  diving,  all  of 
which can be offered to Japanese 
travelers. 

The  government  of  president 
Enrique  peña  nieto  recognizes 
tourism as a priority and a stra-
tegic sector  for our national de-
velopment;  it  is  a  vehicle  that 

moves  us  toward  a  more  pros-
perous  and  inclusive  Mexico. 
Moreover,  Mexico’s  economy 
and tourism are inextricably 

inviting travelers to a 
world-class destination

ConTInuEd on pAgE 5

Beach resort: Japan is one of the leading markets for Mexico’s 
tourism industry, representing 35 percent of the total arrivals 
from Asia to Mexico. EMbassy of MExico
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Mexican president’s visit 

Ildefonso Guajardo Villareal
Secretary of economy of mexIco

The  economic  partnership 
agreement  (Epa)  signed  by 
Mexico  and  Japan  in  2005  has 

opened  the 
door  to  ex-
panding  recip-
rocal  trade  and 
investment  be-
tween  the  two 
countries.  The 
Epa  was  the 
first trans-pacif-

ic agreement that included liber-
alization of trade ever signed by 
Japan,  thus  it  set a milestone  in 
Mexico’s trade strategy in asia, as 
it  has  encouraged  Mexican  en-
trepreneurs  to  explore  business 
opportunities, not only in Japan, 
but also in other asian markets. 
a  similar  effect  occurs  for  Japa-
nese exporters and investors that 
use  Mexico  as  a  platform  to  do 
business  across  the  americas 
thanks to this visionary free trade 
agreement.

it  is  now  time,  however,  to 
look  further  and  devise  smart 
public  policies  to  keep  foster-
ing  economic  linkages  for  the 
well-being  of  all  citizens  in  the 
two  countries.  Spreading  the 
successful  business  model  of 

bilateral trade in the automotive 
industry  could  be  a  possibility 
to  be  explored  by  Mexico  and 
Japan;  with  the  right  incentives 
and  governmental  programs, 
the  achievements  of  this  indus-
try could be expanded and rep-

licated  in other segments of  the 
manufacturing  sector  in  which 
both  countries  have  proven  ca-
pacity and solid supply chains.

deepening  cooperation  by 
intensifying  the  bilateral  dia-
logue  within  the  framework  of 
the Epa and other trade mecha-
nisms where Mexico and Japan 
converge  is  also  feasible  and 
advantageous.  in  this  regard, 
Mexico  welcomes  Japan’s  in-
terest  to  join  the  Trans-pacific 
partnership (Tpp). This initiative 
could  represent  an  opportunity 
for Mexico and Japan to expand 
business ties and promote joint 
production and export processes 
toward our trading partners.

Mexico  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  open  economies  in 
the  world.  Today,  Mexico  is  at 
the center of one of the world’s 
most extensive networks of free 
trade  agreements,  encompass-
ing  44  countries  and  sound 
public policies — implemented 
domestically  —  have  resulted 
in  unprecedented  macroeco-
nomic  stability,  the  expansion 
of  the  middle  class  and  a  con-
siderable  increase  in  domestic 
consumption. it is also true that 
Mexico  now  enjoys  the  demo-
graphic  bonus  experienced  by 
asia  in  the  last  20  years.  When 
investing  in  Mexico,  Japanese 
entrepreneurs  capitalize  on  all 
these favorable elements of  the 
business environment.

To  further  foster  Mexico’s 
competitiveness  and  produc-
tivity,  president  Enrique  peña 
nieto,  along  with  all  relevant 
forces in the country, launched 
the  pact  for  Mexico  to  set 
in  motion  reforms  that  will 
strengthen Mexico’s productiv-
ity  and  international  competi-
tiveness  by,  for  instance,  im-
proving  education  standards 
and  encouraging  competition 
in key sectors such as telecom-
munications and energy.

in  the  international  arena, 
the current administration aims 
at  complementing  the  view  of 
Mexico as a platform for world-
wide exports,with the perception 
of  a  country  that  constitutes  an 
important market in which con-
sumers  increasingly  demand 
goods of  the highest quality. as 
stated  by  president  peña  nieto, 
this new government has arrived 
to transform Mexico into a giant 
player  in  the  world  economy.  i 
would  like  to  invite  Japan  to  be 
a part of this important transfor-
mation  process.  Similar  to  the 
time  when  Japan  and  Mexico 
envisioned  their  relationship  in 
a free trade environment, today 
there  is  still  the  opportunity  to 
continue  strengthening  our  bi-
lateral  relations  by  supporting, 
within  the  framework  of  the 
Epa,  Mexico’s  and  Japan’s  rela-
tions  in  asia  and  the  americas, 
respectively.

the road ahead for bilateral economic ties

ernesto de Lucas Hopkins
ceo, ProméxIco

Proméxico, created on June 13, 2007, is the 
federal government’s agency in charge of 
strengthening mexico’s participation in the 
international economy.

to that end, it supports the export and 
internationalization activities of companies 
established in mexico and coordinates actions 
to attract foreign investment to national 
territory. Since its creation, Proméxico has 
matured significantly. currently, it has 36 offices abroad located 
in 24 leading economies, which in turn represent over 70 
percent of the global gross domestic product (GDP). moreover, 
Proméxico has 29 offices in 23 states where several services can 
be provided. 

Proméxico has become a strategic partner to promote the 
country overseas in investment-related areas. Since 2008 until 
february 2013, it has confirmed 423 investment projects by 
foreign companies in mexico for multi-annual investments 
reaching $52.45 billion; these have gone into sectors such as 
automotive, electric-electronics, aerospace and renewable 
energy, and have come from trade partners such as Japan, 
Spain, the United States and Germany, to name only a few.

the flow of productive foreign investment and international 
trade are key components for the mexican economy. foreign 
direct investment (fDI) brings economic benefits, strengthening 
local production chains as well as technology development and 
specialization in the domestic industry. exports and 
internationalization support productivity and contribute to the 
creation of more and better jobs for mexicans.

therefore, Proméxico has assumed its key leadership in the 
attraction of productive investment, coordinating the efforts of 
several entities and offices — both at the federal and state levels 
— as well as private organizations, chambers and associations 
for the integral development of the country’s productive sectors. 
In addition, Proméxico, through its support and services for 
exporting and internationalizing companies, has boosted their 
presence in the global arena, resulting in market diversification. 

the mexican government has a very clear vision of where it 
is heading and what the country needs to accelerate its 
development, which is why President enrique Peña nieto has 
set five major goals for his administration. first: to build a 
peaceful mexico; second: to promote an inclusive mexico with 
less poverty; third: to achieve quality of education for all; fourth: 
to promote mexico as a responsible global actor; and fifth: to 
achieve a more prosperous mexico. 

Proméxico is hard at work, particularly on these last two 
goals, by attracting foreign investment and aiding mexican 
companies in their efforts to successfully enter international 
markets. furthermore, Proméxico is committed to leverage 
mexico’s value by promoting the many advantages it offers to 
the world.

Promoting international trade and 
foreign direct investment in Mexico

Capital: Mexico City, with its modern buildings, is a symbol of the country’s recent, rapid 
economic growth. embaSSy of mexIco

linked;  the  industry  is  responsi-
ble for 9 percent of the country’s 
gross  domestic  product  (Gdp) 
and  generates  2.5  million  direct 
jobs.

Mexico  has  consolidated 
its  presence  across  a  variety  of 
geographical  markets.  Japan  is 
a  hugely  important  market  for 
Mexico’s tourism industry as well 
as  being  the  one  of  the  leading 
markets in asia, representing 35 
percent of the total arrivals from 
asia  to  Mexico.  The  most  im-
portant  outbound  markets  for 
Mexico are Tokyo and the Kanto 
region,  currently  representing  a 
market share of 23 percent of the 
overall arrivals.

during the last years, business 
travel  has  increased  between 
Mexico and Japan, as a result of 
important  Japanese  investment 

and  factories  opening,  diversi-
fying  the  profile  of  the  travelers 
and creating new opportunities. 
our  marketing  and  promotion 
strategy in the region has grown 
our tourist arrivals in excess of 20 
percent  over  the  past  year.  The 
year  2013  will  see  that  number 
grow yet again.

The  years  2013  and  2014 
mark  the  400th  anniversary  of 
the  Hasekura  Mission,  where 
a  diplomatic  mission  from  Ja-
pan  arrived  in  January  1614  to 
acapulco,  visiting  Mexico  City 
and Veracruz. as a result of this, 
acapulco  became  the  sister  city 
of Sendai. This anniversary pro-
vides one of the best opportuni-
ties  to  increase  the  presence  of 
Mexico  and  its  destinations  in 
Japan.

We look forward to seeing you 
in Mexico soon!

Welcoming Japanese visitors
Continued froM page 4

第３種郵便物認可 




