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Togo national day

Steve Aklesso Bodjona
AmBASSAdor of Togo

it’s  a  great  honor  for  me  to  ad-
dress  you  readers  of  the  Japan 
times  on  the 
occasion  of  the 
53rd  indepen-
dence  anni-
versary  of  my 
country, togo.

Since  april 
27, 1960, 53 long 
and  exciting 
years have passed during which 
the  togolese  people  have  faced 
many  difficulties  but  also  made 
a lot of achievements. 

in  fact,  the  recent  history  of 
togo  was  fraught  with  pitfalls 
and  the  togolese  people  have 
still  in  memory  the  long  socio-
political  crisis  the  country  has 
faced  for  more  than  15  years, 
with  sanctions  and  the  disrup-
tion of cooperation from its main 
development partners.

despite  the  difficulties  and 
thanks  to  the  leadership  and 
pragmatic  vision  of  H.E.  Faure 
Essozimna Gnassingbe, president 
of the republic of togo, coupled 
with  the  spirit  of  solidarity  and 
perseverance  of  the  population, 
the  nation  has,  since  the  year 

2005, relentlessly engaged in ma-
jor  reforms  in  the  political,  eco-
nomic and social fields that lead 
to the resumption of the coopera-
tion between togo and its former 
international partners.

today, it is a great satisfaction 
and pride for us togolese people 
to acknowledge that our country 
has fully retaken its place in the 
community  of  nations,  wherein 
it intends to truly fulfill its duties 
and  obligations.  that  is  exactly 
the  reason  why,  since  Jan.  1, 
2012, togo has been fulfilling its 
responsibilities  with  determina-
tion  in  its  capacity  as  non-per-
manent  member  of  the  united 
Nations Security Council.

as  mentioned  earlier,  even 
though  togo  has  succeeded  in 
definitively  turning  this  hard 
and  difficult  page  of  its  history, 
however,  it  must  be  noted  that 
it  must  address  the  numerous 
challenges related to the welfare 
of its population as well.

that  is  why  the  government 
has  initiated  and  executed  a 
number  of  programs  solely 
aimed at development and pov-
erty alleviation.

i do not wish to make an apol-
ogy  of  the  different  forms  of  re-
forms  engaged  in  the  sector  of 

the  economy  and  the  public  fi-
nances in order to stimulate the 
growth, but allow me to place an 
emphasis on the very ambitious 
economic  reforms  program  un-
dertaken  by  my  country,  togo, 
for several years now, which are 
aimed at modernizing the com-
munication infrastructure. 

togo  is  home  to  the  head-
quarters of many big firms such 
as  the  regional  airline  company 
asky, the pan-african Bank Eco-
bank  and  thanks  to  its  strategic 
port,  the only portion of  the at-
lantic coast with deepwater, togo 
is  positioned  as  the  economic 
hub of the West african region. 

Besides, renovation work is  in 
progress  at  the  international  air-
port  of  lome  for  its  moderniza-
tion and extension of its runways, 
and the third dock at the free port 
of lome is being constructed. in 
general, my country  is aiming at 
becoming  a  port  of  transit  and 
real hub in the sub-region.

this celebration is also the oc-
casion  for  me  to  appreciate  the 
excellent  and  strong  friendship 
and  cooperative  relations  that 
exist  between  Japan  and  togo, 
a  relationship  that  has  become 
much  stronger  in  the  course  of 
the  recent  years  with  the  open-

ing  of  the  togolese  diplomatic 
mission  in  tokyo  about  three 
years ago. H.E. Gnassingbe, pres-
ident  of  the  republic  of  togo, 
made a historical visit to Japan in 
June 2011, exactly three months 
after  the  great  earthquake  that 
devastated  the  northern  region 
of the country.

that visit was to show sincere 
solidarity  to  the  government 
and  the  people  of  Japan  in  the 
midst of a natural tragedy and to 
strengthen  the  long  friendship 
that links the two countries.

i  would  like  to  seize  this  op-
portunity  to  once  again  express 
my  sincere  compassion,  on  be-
half  of  my  government  and  the 
togolese people, to all those who 
lost their loved ones during that 
natural disaster.

On  the  eve  of  tiCad  V,  the 
fifth tokyo international Confer-
ence on african development, i 
would  like  to  reiterate  the  good 
will  of  my  government  in  this 
highly guided initiative launched 
about 20 years ago.

My  country  remains  very 
much  convinced  that  the  up-
coming  conference  will  be  an 
important  step  toward  the  real-
ization of sustainable and inclu-
sive growth on the continent.

fulfilling responsibilities with determination

Pulling out: Kurdistan Workers’ Party commander Murat Karayilan 
gives a speech Thursday in the Qandil Mountains, in northern 
Iraq, where the group’s headquarters are situated. AfP-JIJI

New line: Kurdistan Workers’ Party rebels gather Thursday in the Qandil Mountains to listen to their commander’s announcement 
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Chilean  police  on  thursday  ar-
rested  four  people  accused  of 
burning  a  3-day-old  baby  girl 
alive  in  a  ritual  because  the 
leader  of  their  sect  believed  the 
end  of  the  world  was  near  and 
that the child was the antichrist.

the  baby  was  taken  to  a  hill 
in  the  town  of  Colliguay,  near 
the  Chilean  port  of  Valparaiso, 
last Nov. 21 and was thrown into 
a bonfire. 

the  baby’s  mother,  25-year-
old Natalia Guerra, had allegedly 
approved  the  sacrifice  and  was 
among those arrested.

“i  was  devastated  but  (sect 
members) told me that it had to 
be — that it was my karma,” the 
mother  said  during  interroga-
tion,  according  to  police  inves-
tigators.

Miguel  ampuero  of  the  in-
vestigations  police  of  Chile,  the 
country’s  equivalent  of  the  FBi, 
said: “the baby was naked. they 
strapped tape around her mouth 
to  keep  her  from  screaming. 
then they placed her on a board. 

“after  calling  on  the  spirits, 
they  threw  her  on  the  bonfire 
alive.”

Cultists held in 
Chile after baby 
is burned alive
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Kurdish  rebels  will  start  with-
drawing  thousands  of  guerrilla 
fighters  from  turkey  on  May  8 
and  retreat  across  the  border 
to  northern  iraq,  a  rebel  com-
mander said thursday, in an im-
portant milestone toward ending 
a  near  three-decade  insurgency 
that  has  cost  tens  of  thousands 
of lives.

in a news conference held  in 
northern  iraq’s  Qandil  Moun-
tains,  Kurdistan  Workers’  party 
(pKK)  commander  Murat  Ka-
rayilan said the extraction would 
be gradual, and warned it would 
come  to  an  immediate  stop 
should the rebels be attacked as 
they leave turkey.

He  also  outlined  for  the  first 
time  the  “obligations”  the  turk-
ish  government  needs  to  fulfill 
for  peace,  including  enacting  a 
new  constitution,  dismantling 
special security units established 
to fight the pKK and declaring an 
amnesty  for all  imprisoned reb-
els.  a  video  of  the  news  confer-
ence  was  aired  by  turkey’s  pri-
vate dogan news agency.

the  decision  to  leave  turkey 
and retreat to bases in northern 
iraq  comes  a  month  after  the 
rebels declared a ceasefire, heed-
ing a call by jailed leader abdul-
lah  Ocalan,  who  is  engaged  in 
talks  with  turkish  officials  to 
end the fighting. Ocalan also had 
asked the pKK to leave turkey as 
part of the peace efforts.

“the  withdrawal  will  be 
gradual,  in  groups,”  Karayilan, 
who took over the pKK’s leader-
ship  after  Ocalan’s  capture  and 
imprisonment  in  1999,  said.  “it 
will  be  completed  in  the  short-
est  time  possible.  Withdrawal 
will  stop  immediately  if  there  is 
any  attack,  operation  or  bomb-
ing  of  our  guerrilla  forces  and 
our  forces  will  use  their  right  to 

He said the rebels would pull 
out of turkey through the usual 
routes  they  use  to  slip  into  the 
country from iraq.

there  was  no  immediate 
comment  from  turkish  officials 
on  the  announcement.  a  vague 
statement released at the end of 
a national security meeting said 
turkey’s  leaders  had  “assessed” 
steps needed to ensure that “ef-
forts  being  taken  for  the  peace 
and  security  of  the  people  yield 
lasting results.”

the  rebels’  retreat  is  seen  as 
a  major  step  toward  a  political 
settlement of a conflict with roots 
dating to the collapse of the Ot-
toman  Empire  and  the  redraw-
ing of boundaries in the Middle 
East,  which  left  Kurds  scattered 
across  turkey,  iraq,  Syria  and 
iran.

Kurds in turkey were long de-
nied a separate identity and ba-
sic cultural and linguistic rights. 
in 1984, Ocalan’s pKK launched 
a  campaign  for  independence, 
and  later  for  autonomy  and 
greater  rights  for  Kurds  —  who 
make  up  around  20  percent  of 
turkey’s 75 million people.

“the  withdrawal  is  a  very 
positive step,” said Mesut yegen, 
an expert on the conflict at istan-
bul’s Sehir university. “it  is vital 
for the continuation of the politi-
cal dialogue.”

the  pKK,  which  frequently 
launched attacks on turkey from 
bases in northern iraq,  is desig-
nated a terrorist organization by 
the  turkish  government  and  its 
Western allies. 

ankara  estimates  that  be-
tween 1,500  to 2,000 of  the reb-
els  operate  from  inside  turkey, 
mostly  from  caves  and  other 
hideouts in the country’s rugged 
southeast.

Speaking in front of a flag em-
blazoned with Ocalan’s portrait, 
Karayilan  made  clear  his  fight-
ers wouldn’t withdraw unarmed 

demand that the rebels lay down 
their weapons before retreating. 
the  pKK  commander  said  the 
group  would  disarm  only  after 
Ocalan  and  other  Kurdish  mili-
tants are released from prison.

the  rebels  were  hesitant 
about  an  unarmed  withdraw-
al  without  legal  assurances 
from  turkey  that  the  guerrillas 
wouldn’t  be  attacked  as  they 
leave.  turkish  forces  reportedly 
attacked  pKK  guerrillas  as  they 
retreated  in  1999  while  obeying 
orders  from  Ocalan,  who  had 
appealed  for  peace  soon  after 
his capture.

“We  understand  that  disar-
mament will  take place at quite 
a late phase of the process,” said 
yegen,  the Kurdish expert. “the 
group  wants  to  be  on  the  safe 
side.”

prime  Minister  recep  tayyip 
Erdogan’s  government  has  said 
that the ultimate goal of the talks 
between  Ocalan  and  turkey’s 
intelligence  agency,  launched 
late  last year,  is  the pKK’s disar-
mament.  Government  officials, 
however,  have  not  given  details 
of  the  talks  and  insist  turkey  is 
not  engaged  in  any  horse  trad-
ing with the pKK.

Karayilan  said  it  would  be 
turkey’s  turn  to  take  steps  ex-
pected by Kurds once the rebels 
leave the turkish territory.

Kurds  are  demanding  that  a 
new constitution currently being 
drafted by parties represented in 
turkey’s  parliament  safeguards 
the  rights  of  their  minority  and 
increases  the  powers  of  local 
authorities,  giving  them  more 
leverage  in  governing  turkey’s 
mostly  Kurdish  southeast  re-
gions. Kurds also are seeking the 
release  of  hundreds  of  Kurdish 
activists  jailed  for  alleged  links 
to  the  pKK  as  well  as  improved 
jail  conditions  for  Ocalan,  who 
is serving a life term on a prison 
island near istanbul.

step  further,  saying  Ocalan  — 
once turkey’s most-wanted man 
— should also be freed as part of 
the  peace  deal.  despite  his  14-
year  incarceration,  Ocalan  still 
wields great power over his rebel 
group and is adored by Kurds.

“the  total  dismantling  of 
weapons  and  the  disarmament 
of the guerrillas will come to the 
agenda  when  everyone,  includ-
ing our leader ‘apo,’ reaches their 
freedom,”  Karayilan  said.  “apo,” 
short  for  abdullah,  is  Ocalan’s 
nickname.

“apo  has  fulfilled  all  of  his 
responsibilities,”  Karayilan  said. 
“Now  it  is  the  turkish  govern-
ment and our turn.”

While a majority of turks sup-
port  the  end  of  hostilities,  the 
peace  efforts  remain  a  highly 
emotional  issue,  and  some  are 
concerned about too many con-
cessions  to  the  pKK,  which  is 
blamed for thousands of deaths, 
including of many civilians.

the  Nationalist  action  party 
is strongly opposed to the peace 
efforts and objects to freedom for 
Ocalan, whom it calls the “mon-
ster of imrali,” in reference to the 
prison island where he is held.

turkey’s  peace  efforts  with 
Ocalan follow a surge in violence 
last summer that killed hundreds 
of  people.  it  also  comes  as  a 
Kurdish group in Syria linked to 
the  pKK  has  gained  control  in 
several  areas  of  northern  Syria 
amid  the  country’s  civil  war, 
adding to turkey’s worries. Many 
believe turkey’s conflict with the 
pKK  hurts  its  ambitions  to  be-
come  a  more  powerful  regional 
leader.

the pKK has  declared cease-
fires before, and the government 
has acknowledged holding failed 
secret peace talks with the rebels 
in  2011.  But  many  believe  the 
latest effort has a chance of suc-
cess  because  of  Ocalan’s  direct 
involvement.

rebel Kurds to pull out of turkey
PKK militants wind down decades-long insurgency
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