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Mozambique national day

Belmiro José Malate,
AMBAssAdor of MozAMBique 

Today  we  are  celebrating  one 
more  anniversary  of  our  inde-
pendence,  the  38th.  On  this 

important  and 
historic  day  I 
would  like,  on 
behalf  of  the 
government  of 
Mozambique 
and  that  of  my 
own, to congrat-
ulate all the Mo-

zambican  community  residing 
in  Japan  and  wish  them  happy 
commemorations.  allow  me  to 
also use this occasion to extend 
to His Imperial Majesty emperor 
akihito and Her Imperial Majes-
ty empress Michiko best wishes 
of  good  health  and  happiness. 
My greetings are equally extend-
ed  to  the  Japanese  government 
and  the  people  and  to  all  the 
friends of Mozambique who are 
joining us today in marking this 
auspicious date.

This  year’s  celebration  is  an 
especial one because it coincides 
with the commemoration of the 
golden  jubilee  of  the  Organi-
zation  of  african  unity  (Oau), 
today’s  african  union  (au),  at 
which  all  african  leaders  re-in-
stated their desire to continue to 
work together to foster the noble 
ideals of the fore-founders of the 
organization  and  their  commit-
ment  to  build  a  peaceful  and 
integrated  continent.  The  Oau 
Liberation  Committee,  which 
was  established  to  support  the 
process toward independence of 
many african countries, support-
ed Frelimo in its struggle for the 
emancipation  of  Mozambique, 
which  was  under  the  colonial 
rule  of  Portugal.  In  this  context 
it  is  only  proper  that  we  do  not 
only  celebrate  the  fifth  anniver-
sary of the organization but also 
pay  a  special  homage  to  all  the 
visionary  Pan-africanists  who, 
one way or another significantly 
contributed  to  the  total  libera-
tion of the african continent. 

I am pleased to share that Mo-
zambique  has  continued  to  en-
joy  peace  and  stability.  Twenty-
one years have passed since the 
signing of  the Rome agreement 
that ended the civil war in 1992. 
We can pride ourselves  for hav-
ing  been  able  to  set  aside  our 
differences,  embrace  the  spirit 
of  reconciliation  and  the  noble 
values of national unity to build 
a  prosperous  country.  democ-
racy  is  gaining  strength  and  is 
allowing  more  Mozambicans 
to  participate  in  the  national 
agenda  of  fighting  against  pov-
erty. In the efforts to consolidate 
democracy  the  parliament  ap-
proved  a  new  electoral  law  that 

will  serve  as  the  basis  for  the 
municipal and general elections. 
The  parliament  also  approved 
the  creation  of  an  additional  10 
new municipalities, bringing the 
total  to  53.  The  creation  of  new 
municipalities  is  part  of  the  de-
centralization  strategy  that  the 
government  is  gradually  imple-
menting throughout the country, 
intended  to  allow  more  citizens 
to  participate  in  the  democratic 
process  at  a  local  level.  For  the 
fourth  time  Mozambique  will 
hold municipal elections in no-
vember  2013,  confirming  once 
again  our  determination  to  en-
sure the participation of the citi-
zens  in  the  local  development 

and  to  exercise  the  freedom  of 
electing and being elected.

Recent performance
Mozambique  continues  to  reg-
ister  a  satisfactory  social  and 
economic  performance,  de-
spite  the  fact  that  the  country 
was  adversely  affected  by  the 
financial  crisis  that  affected  the 
world  and  the  natural  disasters 
that  devastated  the  central  part 
of  the  country.  The  2012  social 
and  economic  Program  of  Mo-
zambique  (Pes)  indicates  that 
the  country  has  accrued  posi-
tive  results  in  the  achievement 
of the Millennium development 
Goals  (MdGs),  though  recog-

nizing that they will not be fully 
achieved  by  2015.  This  means 
that  the  government  needs  to 
continue  to  double  its  efforts  in 
order  to  achieve  the  MdGs  by 
2015. In this regard we welcome 
the  reassurance  of  the  govern-
ment  of  Japan  to,  under  TICad 
V, continue to provide support to 
Mozambique  and  other  african 
countries in attaining the MdGs, 
but also to collaborate in the de-
velopment  of  a  new  framework 
that  will  help  developing  coun-
tries  to  overcome  poverty  post-
2015.

The country continues to ex-
perience  positive  growth  rates 
at  an  average  of  more  than  7 
percent,  a  trend  that  the  coun-
try  has  maintained  since  1996. 
This  developments  posts  Mo-
zambique among the 10 fastest 
growing countries in the world; 
an important achievement if we 
also consider that the country is 
cited as the successful example 
of a nation that achieved peace 
and  reconciliation  that  pro-
duced  stability,  that  in  turn  is 
being translated into social and 
economic  development.  The 
macroeconomic  reforms  that 
the  government  is  implement-
ing  and  the  positive  environ-
ment  for  conducting  business 
in  the  country  have  continu-
ously attracted investment. This 
contributes to making resources 
available  for  the  development 
of  natural  resources  and  the 
creation  of  employment  for 
the  young  generation.  The  dis-
covery of enormous reserves of 
coal  in  the  Tete  Province,  cen-
tral  part  of  Mozambique,  and 
of  natural  gas  in  the  Rovuma 
basin,  located  in  the  northern 
Mozambique,  have  generated 
an  additional  interest  from  in-
vestors who operate in these ar-
eas.  Japanese  companies  have 
been  very  active  in  seizing  op-
portunities to invest in Mozam-
bique. In fact, corporations like 
Mitsubishi, Mitsui, nippon steel 

and  sumitomo  Metal,  Impex, 
Hitachi  and  sojitz  are  already 
doing  business  in  Mozam-
bique.  It  is  our  belief  that  the 
recently  signed  agreement  be-
tween  Japan  and  Mozambique 
on  the    Reciprocal  Liberaliza-
tion, Promotion and Protection 
of  Investment  will  contribute 
to encourage more  Japanese  to 
establish themselves in Mozam-
bique. 

The  development  of  the  said 
resources  will,  on  the  one  side, 
increase the chances of Mozam-
bique  generating  additional  re-
sources that will help in the fight 
against poverty. But on the other 
side,  it poses a number of chal-
lenges that need to be overcome 
so that  the potential  they repre-
sent can be fully realized. 

Natural resources

In  his  2012  state  of  the  nation 
speech,  President  armando 
Guebuza  recognized  that  the 
country  is  endowed  with  a  di-
versity  of  natural  resources,  but 
he  warned  that  the  existence  of 
natural  resources  is  not  in  itself  
synonymous with development. 
It  does  not  mean  being  rich. 
It  is  a  promise  of  wealth  still  to 
be realized. He further said that 
the  transformation  of  natural 
resources  into  wealth  can  be  a 
long  process.  On  the  other  side 
the process of transformation of 
the natural resources into wealth 
presented the country with new 
challenges which need to be ur-
gently addressed. The challenges 
have to do with the need to de-
velop infrastructure, provide the 
projects  with  skilled  manpower, 
wealth  redistribution,  among 
others. To respond to these chal-

lenges  the  government  has  put 
together a strategy that has seven 
pillars,  of  which  I  will  elaborate 
on the following.

The  first  one  has  to  do  with 
the  need  to  put  at  the  disposal 
of  these  projects  the  necessary 
infrastructures  to  secure  the 
production,  transportation  and 
export  of  the  said  mineral  re-
sources. For this the government 
has designed a plan of action to 
increase the capacity to transport 
coal from the current 6.5 million 
tons  a  year  to  50  million  a  year 
in  the  middle  term.  In  this  per-
spective the capacity of the sena 
railway  line  will  be  increased 
from the current 6.5 million tons 
a  year  to  25  million  by  2016.  a 
new line,  linking Moatize  to  the 
port of nacala, with the capacity 
to handle 30 million tons per 

implementing plans to fully realize nation’s potential
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partnership: Right, Mozambique’s president armando guebuza and prime Minister Shinzo abe 
hold a summit meeting on May 31 in Yokohama on the sidelines of the fifth tokyo international 
Conference on african development (tiCad V). above, Mozambique’s Minister of planning and 
development aiuba Cuereneia and Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida sign the agreement between 
Japan and the Republic of Mozambique on the Reciprocal Liberalization, promotion and 
protection of investment, in Yokohama on June 1, when tiCad V commenced. CABinet puBliC 
relAtions offiCe, Ministry of foreign AffAirs of JApAn

people-to-people: an expert from the Japan international Cooperation agency (JiCa) teaches at 
a health training institute in Mozambique. JApAn internAtionAl CooperAtion AgenCy
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year  is  already  under  construc-
tion,  and  will  be  operational  in 
2015.  Two  additional  lines  link-
ing  Moatize  to  Mecuzi,  and  an-
other  that  links  the  sena  line  in 
the Mutarara district  to  the na-
cala line in the Malema district. 
Both will have an initial capacity 
of 25 million tons per year.

The second challenge has to 
do with the provision of skilled 
people to meet the demands of 
labor of the emerging industries 
in the area of natural resources. 
The government has adopted a 
strategy for the training and ca-
pacitating  of  human  resources 
between 2010 and 2024. In this 
regard  public  and  private  uni-
versities  are  revising  their  cur-
ricula  to  adhere  to  the  adopted 
strategy.  new  professional  and 
technical  training  institutes  are 
being built  in many parts of the 
country, particularly in the areas 
were the natural and mineral re-
sources are being explored.  It  is 
again  part  of  the  strategy  of  the 
government  to  encourage  the 
participation  of  the  productive 
sector  in  this  exercise.  Compa-
nies  are  therefore  encouraged 
to  finance  the  process  of  train-
ing  and  capacitating,  including 
through partnerships with train-
ing institutions. 

The  redistribution  of  the 
wealth is another challenge that 
the  recently  discovered  natu-
ral  resources  imposes  upon  us. 
The  vision  of  the  government 
sees  these could be achieved  in 
three  ways.  The  first  is  that  the 
many  projects  that  are  being 
implemented  to  develop  natu-
ral  resources  generate  employ-
ment. The second is through the 
collection of taxes and in this re-
gard it is also important that the 
country  eliminates  the  depen-
dence  from  foreign  resources. 
In 2004 the level of dependence 
was  48  percent.  It  is  hoped  that 

in 2012 the participation of local 
resources will be 61 percent and 
in  2013  67  percent.  The  third  is 
through  the  participation  of 
public companies in the process 
of development and exploration 
of the natural resources. It is also 
the vision of the government that 
more  local  companies  should 
be  involved  in  the  provision  of 
goods  and  services  to  major 
projects. 

Cooperation with Japan
The relations of cooperation be-
tween  our  two  countries  have 
been  consolidating,  expanding 
and improving in terms of qual-
ity.  It  is  important  to  acknowl-
edge that our cooperation is in-
spired  in our agreement  to  find 
the  best  ways  to  promote  the 
well-being of our respective peo-
ples,  based  on  the  principles  of 
mutual  benefit,  mutual  respect 

and  ownership.  It  also  based 
on  our  belief  that  development 
is  the  right  of  every  human  be-
ing,  wherever  he  is  in  this  vast 
planet.  sharing  the  positive  ex-
periences, the ones that contrib-
ute  to  take  us  a  step  forward  is 
a natural process in our endless 
endeavor  to  promote  the  well-
being  and  prosperity  of  our  re-
spective peoples. 

Today we can pride ourselves 
for  having  achieved  high  levels 
of  understanding  that  have  al-
lowed  cooperation  to  flourish. 
In  fact,  political  dialogue  has 
been a permanent feature of this 
relationship  where  we  have  ex-
changed  high-level  delegations 
that  have  allowed  for  the  ex-
change of ideas on how to have 
a  better  understanding  of  the 
challenges  and  opportunities. 
In  this  context  the  minister  of 
transport  and  communications  

visited  Japan  in  February  to  ex-
change views on how Japan can 
further  support  in  the  develop-
ment of  infrastructures particu-
larly  to  facilitate  the  transport 
of  coal  from  Moatize,  in  Tete 
Province,  to  the  Port  of  nacala. 
The minister of agriculture came 
to  Tokyo  to  participate  in  the 
seminar  that  discussed  financ-
ing  mechanisms  for  Prosavana 
and  the  minister  of  mineral  re-
sources  was  the  keynote  speak-
er at the J summit, an occasion 
where  many  african  countries 
discussed  with  the  Japanese 
government and corporations.

Likewise,  the  parliamentary 
vice  minister  for  foreign  affairs 
visited  Maputo  where  he  held 
meetings  with  his  counterparts 
to  review  the  status  of  coopera-
tion,  and  the  president  of  JICa 
visited nampula to take stock of 
rehabilitation  and  extension  of 

the  Port  of  nacala,  financed  by 
the  government  of  Japan,  and 
the  nacala  Corridor  where  he 
was  informed  about  the  work 
being done regarding Prosavana.

It is also important to register 
the  fact  that  President  Guebuza 
participated  in  the  TICad  V, 
which  took  place  in  early  June 
this year in yokohama. This was 
an  important  demonstration  of 
the importance that our govern-
ment  attaches  to  our  coopera-
tion with Japan in the context of 
TICad.  On  that  occasion  Presi-
dent  Guebuza  held  important 
consultations  with  Prime  Min-
ister abe and other government 
authorities of Japan and he also 
had a constructive dialogue with 
leadership of  Japanese corpora-
tions  that  have  interests  in  Mo-
zambique. 

Cooperation  between  Mo-
zambique  and  Japan,  which  is 

conducted  through  Oda,  tech-
nical  cooperation  and  yen  soft 
loans, focuses on the provision of 
social  and  economic  infrastruc-
tures, education and health, de-
velopment  of  human  resources, 
capacity  building,  mitigation  of 
the effects of climate change, im-
provement of food security, wa-
ter  and  sanitation,  science  and 
technology  and  the  promotion 
of business cooperation.

One  of  the  important  pro-
grams we are jointly implement-
ing  in  the  context  of  triangular 
cooperation  (Mozambique,  Ja-
pan  and  Brazil)  is  Prosavana,  a 
program  designed  to  transform 
the  subsistence  producers  into 
producers of the market through 
the transfer of agro-technologies, 
increase income of the small and 
medium-size farmers, and to at-
tain self-sufficiency in food pro-
duction  and  export  the  surplus. 
Prosavana  is  part  of  the  Pedsa 
(strategic  Plan  for  agricultural 
sector  development),  designed 
to  (i)  accelerate  the  production 
of  staple  foods,  (ii)  increase  in-
come,  (iii)  ensure  access  and 
secure  land  tenure  and  natu-
ral  resources,  (iv)  provision  of 
services  considering  the  value 
chain, (v) promote development 
of  zones  with  high  agricultural 
potential  and  (vi)  contribute  to 
the  balance  of  payments.  Like 
Prosavana,  this  strategy  is  also 
being  implemented  in  six  other 
corridors. 

The  government  of  Mo-
zambique  is  satisfied  with  the 
smooth  progress  of  Prosavana, 
particularly the fact that the Mas-
ter  Plan  will  be  concluded  later 
this year and it is hoped that full 
implementation  of  the  program 
will start next year. as part of the 
preparation  of  the  implementa-
tion of  the program the govern-
ment concluded the mapping of 
the covered area and has started 
the  distribution  of  title  deeds 
to  all  farmers,  to  ensure  a  bet-
ter  management  of  agricultural 
land use.

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank 
all  the  sponsors  who  made  it 
possible  for  the  publication  of 
this message.

Prosperity 
through 
cooperation
Continued from page 6

resort: a dhow vessel sails by the medjumbe private island in the Quirimbas archipelago in the indian ocean off mozambique.  
Embassy of mozambiquE
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