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singapore  cel-
ebrates the 48th 
anniversary  of 
our  indepen-
dence  today, 
aug.  9.  Japan 
was  one  of  the 
first countries to 
establish  diplo-

matic  relations  with  singapore 
following  our  independence  in 
1965,  and  our  ties  have  broad-
ened and deepened over the fol-
lowing decades.

Our  political  relations  have 
continued to strengthen through 
frequent  high-level  exchanges 
between  our  two  countries. 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
made an official bilateral visit to 
Japan  in  May  this  year.  during 
his  visit,  Prime  Minister  Lee  re-
newed  his  relations  with  Prime 
Minister  shinzo  abe  and  other 
political  and  business  leaders, 
and  delivered  a  keynote  speech 
at  the  19th  international  Con-
ference  on  the  Future  of  asia 
organized  by  Nikkei  inc.  and 
the  Japan  Center  for  Economic 
research.  Prime  Minister  abe 
visited singapore this July, where 
he delivered the 33rd singapore 
Lecture  on  Japan’s  economic 
policies.  My  prime  minister  will 
be  visiting  Japan  again  this  de-

cember to attend the Commem-
orative summit  for  the 40th an-
niversary of the establishment of 
asEaN-Japan relations. 

Earlier  this  year,  Minister, 
Prime  Minister’s  Office,  sec-
ond  Minister  for  the  Environ-
ment  and  Water  resources  and 
second  Minister  for  Foreign 
affairs  grace  Fu  led  the  sin-
gapore  delegation  to  the  ninth 
Japan-singapore  symposium  in 
March.  during  the  conference, 
politicians,  government  offi-
cials,  academics,  businessmen 
and media representatives  from 
both countries had in-depth dis-
cussions on global and regional 
developments  and  on  how  to 
further  strengthen  our  bilateral 

cooperation.  Emeritus  senior 
Minister  goh  Chok  tong  had 
a  good  exchange  of  views  with 
key  Japanese  political  leaders 
and  businessmen  when  he  was 
here, also in March. From Japan, 
Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida 
visited  singapore  this  January 
as part of his inaugural overseas 
trips.

at the people-to-people level, 
singapore’s  support  for  Japan’s 
reconstruction  and  recovery 
efforts  in  the  areas  affected  by 
the  March  11th  disasters  has 
continued  to  bear  fruit.  in  May 
this  year,  senior  Parliamentary 
secretary for Foreign affairs and 
Culture,  Community  and  youth 
sam  tan  officiated  at  the  open-

ing of the shichigahama toyama 
Nursery school in shichigahama 
town,  Miyagi  Prefecture,  one  of 
four  rebuilding  projects  in  the 
tohoku region funded by dona-
tions  raised  by  singaporeans  in 
the  immediate  aftermath  of  the 
disasters.  We  opened  the  isobe 
Community Centre in soma City, 
Fukushima  Prefecture,  this  July. 
although  these  contributions 
from  singapore  are  small  given 
the massive scale of the disasters, 
we  hope  that  they  will  go  some 
way in meeting the needs of the 
local  communities  and  serve 
as  lasting  symbols  of  the  strong 
bond  between  the  peoples  of 
singapore and Japan. 

On  the  economic  front,  our 

linkages  have  remained  strong. 
singapore is Japan’s third largest 
cumulative  investment  destina-
tion  in  asia.  singapore  is  also 
Japan’s  third  largest  source  of 
cumulative direct foreign invest-
ment  between  1996  and  2012. 
Both  countries  are  conducting 
the  third  review  of  the  Japan-
singapore Economic Partnership 
agreement (JsEPa). the updated 
agreement arising from the cur-
rent review will bring about even 
greater  economic  benefits  to 
both countries. 

singapore  warmly  welcomes 
the  abe  administration’s  clear 
policy  to  step  up  Japan’s  eco-
nomic engagement with asEaN 
countries,  and  we  stand  ready 

to  do  what  we  can  to  help  fa-
cilitate  the  process.  driven  by 
a  confluence  of  interests,  Japa-
nese  investments  in  the  region, 
already  on  the  rise,  will  receive 
a further boost. We look forward 
to the Commemorative summit 
to be held in tokyo in december, 
which  promises  to  be  a  mile-
stone  event.  With  regards  to  Ja-
pan’s participation in the trans-
Pacific  Partnership  (tPP)  nego-
tiations,  singapore  has  always 
been  supportive.  as  the  third 
largest  economy  in  the  world 
and  given  its  crucial  role  in  the 
development of the asia-Pacific, 
Japan’s participation will further 
strengthen the strategic and eco-
nomic significance of the agree-
ment, and bring us closer to the 
establishment  of  a  Free  trade 
area of the asia-Pacific (FtaaP). 

the  close  cooperation  be-
tween  singapore  and  Japan 
extends  to  regional  and  mul-
tilateral  forums,  including  the 
association  of  southeast  asian 
Nations  (asEaN),  East  asia 
summit (Eas), asEaN regional 
Forum  (arF)  and  asia-Pacific 
Economic  Cooperation  (aPEC), 
among  others.  singapore  and 
Japan  are  also  working  together 
to  provide  technical  assistance 
to  other  countries,  through  the 
Japan-singapore  Partnership 
Programme for the 21st Century 
(JsPP21). 

i have had the opportunity to 
visit  many  parts  of  Japan  since 
taking  up  my  post  in  april  last 
year. My visits and conversations 

with  Japanese  leaders,  officials 
and  businessmen  have  deep-
ened  my  conviction  that  there 
remains much scope for win-win 
cooperation  between  singapore 

and  Japan.  i  am  confident  that 
our  long-standing  relationship 
and  multifaceted  cooperation 
with Japan will continue to grow 
from strength to strength. 

bilateral ties, win-win cooperation continue to strengthen
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Deepening bonds: Left, Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong meets with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on May 22 in Tokyo 
during his visit to Japan. Right, the Isobe Community Centre, funded by donations raised by Singaporeans, opens on July 13 in 
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