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First,  allow  me  to  take  this  op-
portunity to extend my heartfelt 
and  respectful  wishes  to  Their 
Imperial  majesties  emperor 
akihito and empress michiko, as 
well  as  to  the 
distinguished 
Imperial  fam-
ily.  I  would 
also  like  on 
behalf  of  the 
mauritanian 
government 
and  people 
to  express  my 
sincere  congratulations  to  the 
Japanese  government  and  peo-
ple  for  the  steady  recovery  that 
has been witnessed in the areas 
severely  affected  by  the  devas-
tating  earthquake  of  march  11, 
2011.

I  further  wish  to  convey  my 
sincere  gratitude  to  the  editors 
of  The  Japan  Times  for  kindly 
giving me the opportunity to ad-
dress their readers.

Today,  mauritania,  under 
the  wise  leadership  of  h.e. 
mohamed  ould  abdel  aziz, 
president  of  the  republic,  is 
witnessing  huge  progress  in 
infrastructure  realization:  hun-
dreds  of  kilometers  of  paved 
roads  have  been  built  around 
the  country  in  a  short  period; 
ports  are  being  expanded  (the 
port  of  Nouadhibou);  wind, 
solar  and  gas  power  plants, 
expected  to  solve  the  problem 
of  power  shortages,  are  being 
constructed  in  our  two  biggest 
cities:  Nouakchott  and  Nouad-
hibou;    water  plants  are  being 
built  to  bring  drinkable  water 
to  most  cities;  and  the  Internet 
debit has been described as one 
of the best  performing on a re-

gional scale. New hospitals and 
schools have been built around 
the country, and particularly in 
areas  where  thousands  of  low-
income  households  have  been 
newly relocated.

The  achievement  of  such  in-
frastructure worked to boost our 
economic growth thus leaving a 
huge  positive  impact  in  mauri-
tanian  living  standards  through 
universal access  to basic  servic-
es, creation of jobs, and effective 
programs to fight disparities and 
poverty, thus contributing to pre-
serve the social peace and politi-
cal  stability  that  are  pivotal  to  a 
steady democracy.

The  president’s  devotion  to 
good  governance,  and  his  re-
lentless  fight  against  the  chaos 
and nepotism that has long been 
affecting the efficiency of our ad-
ministration,  adding  to  his  firm 
determination to fight terrorism, 
human and drug trafficking, has 
contributed  to  the  achievement 
of  better  results  in  the  manage-
ment  of  our  natural  resources 
and  efficient  control  over  our 
borders.

Given its highly strategic geo-
graphical  position  at  the  cross-
roads of North and sub-saharan 
africa, mauritania offers expand-
ing  investment  opportunities  in 
fisheries, oil and gas sectors but 
also in mining, with the iron ore 
potential  of  the  Taoudeni  basin 
adding  to  the  recent  huge  dis-
coveries  in  gold  reserves  that 
would  soon  lift  mauritania  to 
the rank of africa’s top gold pro-
ducer.

The  recent  decision  to  create 
a  free  zone  in  Nouadhibou  is  a 
new  step  to  boost  many  invest-
ment  opportunities  in  this  re-
gion.

on the political  level,  the last 
year  of  successful  political  dia-
logue  between  the  presidential 

majority  and  opposition  parties 
that  concluded  in  the  signing 
of  a  very  comprehensive  po-
litical  agreement  has  helped  to 
strengthen trust among national 
political  stakeholders,  and  con-
tributed  tremendously  to  the 
reinforcement  of  the  country’s 
democratic experience. 

The  inclusive general and  lo-
cal elections that took place Nov. 
23 were transparent and showed 
the  strong  commitment  of  the 
government  to  pursue  political 
reforms founded on a real demo-
cratic system.

The creation of the institution 
to  fight  and  eradicate  all  forms 
of  the  consequences  of  slavery 
is  also  a  tremendous  challenge 
to this end.

on  an  international  and  re-
gional  level,  mauritanian  diplo-
macy  in  the  past  four  years  has 
been  very  active.    The  country 
has  further  devoted  itself  effec-
tively  to  contribute  to  the  tre-
mendous  efforts  of  the  interna-

tional  community  to  help  find 
peaceful  solutions  to  regional 
crises.

as  a  very  active  member  of 
many  regional  organizations 
(uma,  omvs,  Grande  muraille 
verte,  Cilss  etc.),  mauritania  is 
devoted  to  regional  and  conti-
nental integration.

In  the  tourism  sector,  mau-
ritania  is  the  host  of  four  cities 
—  Chinguetti,  ouadane,  oua-
lata  and  Tichitt  —  registered  as 
uNesCo  World  heritage  sites, 
and  the  banc  d’arguin  National 
Park,  another  registered  site,  is 
classified  as  africa’s  largest  pro-
tected maritime zone.

mauritania stands resolutely 
committed  to  economic  liber-
alism, the focus on the realiza-
tion  of  efficient  infrastructure 
is a clear indicator of its deter-
mination  to  achieve  the  mil-
lennium  development  Goals. 
mauritania’s bid to achieve this 
goal  is  stimulated  by  the  gen-
erous assistance of friendly na-

tions like Japan, which remains 
one  of  the  main  contributors 
to  public  development  aid  in 
mauritania.  In  this  regard,  the 
mauritanian  government  and 
people  acknowledge  greatly 
the  positive  impacts  of  Japa-
nese  official  development  as-
sistance  (oda)  to  our  vital 
sectors  such  as  infrastructure, 
food  security,  environmental 
protection,  fisheries,  health, 
extension of ports, etc. 

The  creation,  three  years 
ago,  of  a  Japanese–mauritani-
an  Friendship  association  has 
greatly contributed to further en-
hance  the  relationship  between 
our two  peoples. 

Japan continues to play a key 
role in mauritanian development 
through many financial projects:

•  extension  of  fishing  port  in 
Nouadhibou 

• Launching many projects in 
energy and water sectors

•  Important  contribution  for 
assistance  to  malian  refugees 
along our borders to the east

• Food security (yearly), etc.
mauritania  participated  very 

actively in TICad v, which took 
place  in  yokohama  last  June, 
with  important  contributions 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  af-
fairs  and  cooperation  and  the 

minister of economic affairs and 
development.    The  outcome  of 
TICad  v  was  very  significant 
and will contribute to the devel-
opment of mauritania.

my country will also take part 
in the next Japan-arab economic 
Forum, planned for december in 
Tokyo.

I dare to be certain that mau-
ritania can count on Japan’s con-
tinued support and friendship as 
we continue our nation-building 
efforts. 

building toward a strong economy, a stable, unfaltering democracy

Resources: The mining industry offers some of the biggest 
investment opportunities in Mauritania. mAurItANIA embAssY

World Heritage: The Chinguetti Mosque is a World Heritage site 
located in the oasis city of Chinguetti. The ancient center of 
worship dates back to the 13th or 14th century. mAurItANIA 
embAssY

H.E. Mohamed Ould Abdel 
Aziz, president of the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania
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