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Russia national day

Evgeny Afanasiev
AmbAssAdor of russiA

First of all, I would like to wel-
come  all  the  readers  of  The 
Japan  Times 
and  express 
my  apprecia-
tion  for  your 
attention  on 
our  national 
holiday — rus-
sia  day.  The 
declaration on 
state sovereignty of the rus-
sian Federation was adopted 
on June 12, 1990. This day be-
came a holiday in 1992, and in 
2002  was  officially  named 
russia day.

One of the most significant 
events in the life of our coun-
try this year was the success 
of  the  XXII  Winter  Olympic 
Games and XI Winter Para-
lympic Games held in sochi. 
This was the first Olympics in 
the history of modern russia. 
In  addition  to  a  purely  do-
mestic  aspect,  the  sochi 
Olympics  had  a  huge  inter-
national dimension.

Preparations for the Games 
gave a big impetus to the devel-
opment of the transport, energy 
and tourism infrastructure not 
only in the city of sochi — the 
pearl of the russian Black sea 
coast — but to the entire Cau-
casus  region  of  our  country. 
There were tens of thousands 
of new jobs created and more 
importantly, we now have the 
opportunity to use the Olympic 
legacy to improve living stan-
dards and promote sports and 
tourism for years to come. Be-
sides, the Olympics and Para-
lympics have become a unique 
platform  for  friendly  contact 
between  the  people  of  many 
countries, the communication 
of young people and the pro-
motion of  the  ideals of peace 
and cooperation worldwide.

With this in mind, I would 
like to once again congratulate 
The Japan Times readers and 
all the people of Japan with the 
election of Tokyo as  the host 
city  for  the  2020  summer 
Olympics. This choice was sup-
ported in russia and created 
conditions for mutually ben-

eficial cooperation in the prep-
aration  and  conduct  of  this 
large-scale international sports 
event — from the exchange of 
experience in the field of ath-
letic training techniques to se-
curity  and  environmental 
issues as well as the training of 
volunteers.

regarding relations between 
our countries, I would like to 
note that we consider Japan to 
be one of the key partners of 
the russian Federation in the 
asia-Pacific region. We highly 
appreciate  the  fact  that  last 
year the level of bilateral rela-
tions in various fields has been 
significantly upgraded. Inten-
sive political dialogue is a good 
example  of  this  tendency. 
since  april  2013  there  have 
been  five  meetings  between 
the  President  of  the  russian 
Federation Vladimir Putin and 
Japanese  Prime  Minister 
shinzo abe, including an offi-
cial visit by abe to russia and 
the meeting of  the two leaders 
on the sidelines of the Olympic 
Games in sochi. a new format 
of  political  dialogue  was 

launched  last  year  —  “two-
plus-two”  talks  —  with  the 
ministers of foreign affairs and 
defense of both countries tak-
ing part. regular contacts were 
established between the secu-
rity Council of the russian Fed-
eration and the newly created 
national  security  Council  of 
Japan. The first round of con-
sultations at the deputy foreign 
minister level on a peace trea-
ty was held in January.

We  appreciate  what  has 
been done and what is being 
done in the practical areas of 
our  relations:  trade,  invest-
ment cooperation and in the 
spheres of culture and human-
itarian  exchanges.  Just  a  few 
days ago, the opening ceremo-
ny of the 9th Festival of russian 
Culture  in  Japan  was  held  in 
Tokyo with the participation of 
sergey  naryshkin,  the  chair-
man of the state duma of the 
Federal assembly of the rus-
sian Federation, co-chair of the 
organizing  committee  of  the 
festival. abe noted in his wel-
coming address to the partici-
pants and guests of the festival, 

that annual festivals of russian 
culture  provide  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  the  Japanese 
public to further their acquain-
tance  with  the  great  history 
and  art  of  russia.  The  same 
warm congratulatory message 
was sent to the Festival partic-
ipants by Putin. 

dynamic  development  of 
russian-Japanese  economic 
and  trade  relations  is  under 
way. Turnover increased by 4 
percent and reached a record 
of  $35  billion  in  2013.  Japan 
accounts for about 3.6 percent 
of russia’s  foreign trade and 
ranks  ninth  among  russia’s 
top trading partners. russia, 
in turn, is Japan’s 14th largest 
trading  partner.  In  my  view, 
these figures are an eloquent 
testament  to  what  has  been 
achieved so far as well as the 
impressive  untapped  poten-
tial for cooperation between 
the two countries. I hope that 
further reciprocal steps taken 
by Japanese and russian busi-
nessmen will contribute to the 
development of large-scale 
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president of the Russian Federation Vladimir putin, with Yume, an akita dog given to him in 2012 
as a gift from akita prefecture, Japan, welcome prime Minister Shinzo abe prior to a bilateral 
summit meeting on Feb. 8 in Sochi, Russia.   EmbAssy of russiA

the 2014 Winter olympics opening ceremony on Feb. 7 in Sochi, Russia  EmbAssy of russiA
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On the occasion of russia day, 
may I offer my heartfelt con-
gratulations to 
the people and 
the  govern-
ment of russia.

June 12, 1990 
is  the  com-
m e m o r a t i v e 
day  when  the 
“ n e w - b o r n 
russia” was founded after rus-
sia declared national sovereign-
ty and also is the day when the 
country took the first new step 
in its relationship with Japan.

It  is  clear  now  that  Japan-

russo relations have reached 
a mature level in the 24 years 
since,  with  talks  between  Ja-
pan’s  Prime  Minister  shinzo 
abe  and  russia’s  President 
Vladimir Putin held five times 
since april last year.

In February this year, rus-
sia’s  first  Winter  Olympic 
Games  were  held  in  sochi, 
and I was in attendance. While 
there, I was deeply touched by 
the warm hospitality and the 
high-level  ability  of  all  the 
parties concerned in organiz-
ing the games. as you know, 
Tokyo  will  host  the  summer 
Olympic  Games  in  2020.  as 
the president of the organiz-
ing  committee,  I  have  been 

preparing  for  the  successful 
holding of  the games, based 
on lessons I have learned from 
the sochi experience.

On June 2, the ninth russian 
Cultural  Festival  in  Japan 
opened  splendidly,  with  the 
honorable presence of sergey 
naryshkin, the chairman of the 
state duma. The last eight fes-
tivals brought us a surprising 
number of attendees, totaling 
more  than  11  million.  addi-
tionally, a variety of events are 
held every year in russia to in-
troduce Japanese culture and 
the  people  of  both  countries 
are becoming more interested 
in their counterparts’ cultures. 
specifically, this year is the Ja-

pan-russia Martial exchange 
year, with many exchange pro-
grams being held for Japanese 
martial  arts  such  as  judo, 
kendo, karate and for sambo, 
russia’s national sport.

I  consider  it  my  life-long 
duty to develop relations be-
tween Japan and russia. Be-
hind that are the last wishes 
of  my  father,  shigeki,  who 
dedicated himself to develop-
ing relations between the two 
counties in the soviet age, and 
my  own  experience  to  see 
with my own eyes the sincer-
ity of the new-born russia in 
creating a new country over-
coming  many  hardships.  as 
the honorary chairman of the 
multiparty Japan-russia Par-
liamentarians’  Friendship 
League, I will dedicate myself 

to  further  develop  relations 
between  the  two  countries. 
amid  the  increasing  impor-
tance  of  the  asia-Pacific  re-
gion  in  the  world,  the  two 
countries, carrying significant 
responsibilities  for  security 
and prosperity in the region, 
need  to  solve  the  northern 
Territories issue to conclude 
a peace treaty for further de-
velopment of relations. While 
both countries will further ex-
pand  relations  for  collateral 
benefits  as  important  part-
ners, I truly expect this biggest 
concern will be solved.

On  this  occasion,  I  would 
like to extend my congratula-
tions, again, to all the people 
of russia, and I am praying for 
russia’s peace and prosperity 
from the bottom of my heart. 

Working toward a stronger, beneficial partnership
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Kunio Hatoyama
cHairman, japan-russia 
association

I  would  like  to  extend  my 
heartfelt congratulations to the 
people and the 
government of 
russia  on  the 
occasion  of 
russia day. 

The  Japan-
russia associa-
tion, for which 
I am serving as 
the chairman, held Far east fo-
rums in Vladivostok last year 
and the year before. 

during the forums, we re-
viewed the Japan-russo situ-
ation that produced a human 
exchange  of  just  160,000, 
while economic relations are 

not expanding with the north-
ern  Territories  issue  unre-
solved  and  a  peace  treaty 
unconcluded.

Foreign  countries  outline 
their strategies for internation-
al politics assuming Japan and 
russia will not be connected 
with strong ties. If  Japan and 
russia do establish a close and 
cooperative relationship, those 
foreign countries will have to 
revise  their  strategies.  If  that 
happens, I have said that the 
world will need to take it seri-
ously and take necessary steps 
to respond to it.

Millennium Bank President 
Mikhail Baidakov and anatoly 
Gromyko, a professor at Mos-
cow  state  university,  agreed 
with me and have proposed a 
meeting of experts, including 

russian  railways  President 
Vladimir yakunin.

On May 13 this year, I met 
yakunin  in  Moscow  and  we 
are now in the final stages of 
arranging  the  first  “Japan-
russo  development  Belt 
Forum” in July.

I consider it the duty of the 
Japan-russia association to be 
a catalyst in any endeavor that 
could develop the friendship 
between Japan and russia.

I am expecting a successful 
conclusion  of  the  forum, 
which  is  the  first  big  project 
for the Japan-russia associa-
tion, as well as a big improve-
ment  in  the  Japan-russo 
relations in the future and the 
further  development  of 
friendship  between  the  two 
countries. 

Furthering friendly relationship
Located in Moscow’s Red Square, the Cathedral of the Protection of Most Holy Theotokos on the 
Moat, also known as St. Basil’s Cathedral, is a UNESCO World Heritage site. embassy oF russia

business partnerships, which 
would benefit both countries’ 
mutual  interests.  at  present, 
negotiations  on  a  number  of 
interesting  projects  in  engi-
neering, medicine, urban en-
vironment, agriculture, energy 
efficiency and renewable en-
ergy, more efficient use of the 
Trans-siberian  railway  and 
the  northern  sea  route  for 
transportation in europe are in 
progress.

Tourist  exchanges  are  ex-
panding, with the number of 
Japanese tourists visiting rus-
sia  in  2013  reaching  about 
55,000.  The  number  of  rus-
sians  who  visited  Japan  re-
mained at about the same level 
of  50,000.  I  believe  that  in 
terms of geographical proxim-
ity,  mutual  cultural  heritage, 
unique recreational opportu-
nities both in russia and Japan, 
there is a considerable poten-
tial for further development of 
bilateral tourist exchanges.

during the april 2013 sum-
mit  in  Moscow,  russian  and 
Japanese  leaders  declared 
2014 as the year of the russian-
Japanese exchanges in the field 
of martial arts. We are sure the 
events held within the frame-
work of this will be interesting 
to a wide range of sports fans 
in our countries. The exchange 
program  includes  a  series  of 
competitions, friendly match-
es, judicial seminars and joint 
training sessions between rus-
sian and Japanese athletes, in-
cluding  juniors.  among  the 
events that have already taken 
place, I would like to highlight 
the  annual  all-Japan  sambo 
Tournament  for  the  Cup  of 

President  Vladimir  Putin, 
which was held in February in 
yokohama.  as  the  central 
event of the exchange program 
we  are  expecting  the  visit  to 
Japan by the russian delega-
tion, which will give a presen-
tation  of  traditional  russian 
martial  arts  in  October  this 
year.  In  turn,  a  large-scale 
event of the all Japan Martial 
arts Centre “nippon Budokan” 
will be held this november in 
Moscow. We hope that the re-
sult  of  this  mutual  work  will 
not  only  bring  positive  emo-
tions  to  the  participants  and 
spectators  of  the  events,  but 
will  also  popularize  martial 
arts in particular and sports in 
general in russia and Japan, as 
well  as  contribute  to  further 
strengthening of friendly rela-
tions  between  the  people  of 
our countries.

russian-Japanese relations 
in general have great potential 
for  development.  We  believe 
that  all  the  planned  political 
contacts must be implement-
ed. russian-Japanese coopera-
tion is a two way street as it is 
equally  necessary  for  both 
countries. These relations are 
important  on  their  own  and 
they should not be dependent 
of the situations in one or an-
other third country. as for the 
differences in the approaches 
to domestic or international is-
sues, they should be resolved 
through  dialogue  and  not 
through refusal to communi-
cate  or  use  of  “sanctions.” 
Moreover, such an approach is 
not conducive to the solution 
of any of the existing problems 
but can only aggravate them.

The future of our country is 

inextricably  linked  with  the 
asia-Pacific  region.  Our  for-
eign policy in the asia Pacific 
proceeds from the recognition 
of  the  crucial  importance  of 
creating a modern configura-
tion  of  interstate  relations  in 
the  region  corresponding  to 
current-day  realities.  such  a 
system  must  simultaneously 
provide  broad  opportunities 
for the promotion of multilat-
eral  trade,  economic  and  in-
vestment  cooperation, 
resolution of existing multidi-
mensional security challenges, 
prevention of the emergence 
of new threats and to serve to 
form an integrated economic 
and political space. We advo-
cate  a  nondiscriminatory  re-
gional  order  without 
imposition  of  unilateral  ap-
proaches  and  division  into 
leaders  and  followers  and 
where interstate communica-
tion will be based on trust and 
mutual respect.

We are interested in devel-
oping political, trade, econom-
ic, humanitarian and cultural 
ties with the countries of  the 
region, including Japan. This is 
especially important for the re-
gions of siberia and the rus-
sian  Far  east,  taking  into 
consideration  the  fact  that 
their accelerated development 
is  one  of  the  priorities  of  the 
russian government.

I am convinced that stable 
and progressive development 
of russian-Japanese coopera-
tion in an entire range of areas 
will strengthen trust between 
the people of russia and Japan 
and will be an important factor 
for peace and stability  in  the 
asia-Pacific region.

ties based on trust, respect, bilateral exchange
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