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Yorihiko Kojima
Chairman, Japan-Colombia 
EConomiC CommittEE, KEidanrEn 
(Japan businEss FEdEration)

On  behalf  of 
the  Keidan-
ren’s Japan-Co-
l o m b i a 
E c o n o m i c 
Committee,  i 
would  like  to 
convey  my 
heartfelt  con-
gratulations to H.E. President 
Juan  Manuel  Santos  and  the 
people of the republic of Co-
lombia on their 204th anniver-
sary of independence.

Colombia has been an im-
portant  friend  to  Japan  over 
the  years.  Japanese  compa-
nies  have  been  attracted  to 
Colombia not only for its rich 
resources,  steady  economic 
growth,  stable  fiscal  policy 
and  open-market  policy  on 
trade  and  investments,  but 
also for its friendly and hard-
working  people.  i  am  confi-
dent  that  under  the  strong 
leadership of Santos, Colom-
bia  will  continue  to  enjoy 
strong economic growth and 

remain  a  promising  invest-
ment destination for Japan. i 
also have high hopes for the 
achievement  of  even  more 
peaceful society through the 
efforts of the president. 

Economic ties are growing 
stronger  between  our  coun-
tries, and i look forward to our 
governments  having  made 
progress in this week’s Japan-
Columbia Economic Partner-
ship  agreement  (EPa) 
negotiations  in  Bogota.  This 
EPa will expand bilateral trade 
and investment and provide a 
gateway  for  Japan  to  access 
markets in the Pacific alliance, 
one of the world’s most highly-
anticipated regional free trade 
areas.

The  ninth  Meeting  of  the 
Japan-Colombia  Economic 
Committee will be held in Bo-
gota on July 29. i am looking 
forward to visiting Colombia 
again  and  playing  my  small 
part to help enhance our eco-
nomic ties.

in  closing,  please  once 
again  accept  our  heartiest 
congratulations  on  this  im-
portant day for the republic 
of Colombia.

Companies attracted 
to resources, steady 
economic growth

roberto Velez
ambassador oF Colombia

The  commemoration  of  204 
years  of  Colombian  indepen-
dence on July 20 is an opportu-
nity  to  extend 
special  greet-
ings on behalf of 
President  Juan 
Manuel  Santos 
and the people 
of  Colombia  to 
Their  Majesties 
Emperor akihi-
to and Empress Michiko, the im-
perial  family,  Prime  Minister 
Shinzo abe, the government, or-
ganizations and companies re-
lated to Colombia, the people of 
Japan  and  the  Colombian  na-
tionals residing in this nation. 

On July 2, i had the honor to 
present credentials to His Maj-
esty Emperor akihito, as ambas-
sador  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary of the republic 
of Colombia in Japan, and with 
great commitment and dedica-
tion i will be devoted to continu-
ing to consolidate the existing 
ties between both nations and 
to keep spreading relevant and 
updated information about our 
renewed country and the many 
possibilities it offers for invest-
ment, trade and tourism. 

Given its strategic location, 
a population of more than 47 

million  where  55  percent  is 
under the age of 30, a network 
of  signed  free  trade  agree-
ments  and  a  commitment  to 
economic growth and prosper-
ity  for  all,  Colombia  has  re-
markably  expanded  its 
presence in global markets and 
positioned  itself  as  a  reliable 
partner with an attractive busi-
ness environment. 

This achievement is also re-
lated to the successful efforts to 
further  improve  internal secu-
rity and the continued commit-
ment of the national government 
to  keep  building  a  nation  of 
peace.

Colombia is also home to 14 
percent of the biodiversity on 
the planet and has become an 
internationally  recognized 
tourist  destination  with  rich 
cultural diversity, varied land-
scapes  and  multiple  experi-
ences, for which it has gained 
the title of a country of “Magi-
cal realism.”

Japan and Colombia are cur-
rently at a very positive stage 
in their bilateral agenda.

Prime Minister abe will be 
visiting  Colombia  later  this 
month, which constitutes the 
very  first  visit  of  a  Japanese 
prime minister to our country.

This will create an opportu-
nity for a high-level dialogue 
that is hoped to give addition-

al momentum to the most rel-
evant common issues. 

Both countries are negotiat-
ing the Japan-Colombia Eco-
nomic Partnership agreement, 
a  scheme  that  is  expected  to 
further boost the potential of 
the  exchanges  between  the 
economies by achieving great-
er diversification of products 
and services. a new round of 
negotiations  has  just  ended 
this week in Bogota, Colombia.

The agreement for the lib-
eralization, Promotion and Pro-
tection  of  investment,  which 
was signed in September 2011 
in the framework of the visit of 
President Juan Manuel Santos 
to Tokyo, is expected to be final-
ized  as  soon  as  the  required 
constitutional  procedures  are 
completed in Colombia.

it is of our utmost interest to 
keep exploring with Japan addi-
tional ways in which we can di-
versify our ties and consolidate 
further connections in different 
areas such as culture and sports, 
education and cooperation.

On  a  more  global  perspec-
tive, Colombia has also main-
tained  as  a  priority  to  create 
stronger bonds within the asia 
Pacific region. One of the plat-
forms to make this possible is 
the  Pacific  alliance,  a  newly-
minted economic bloc of which 
Colombia held the presidency 

pro tempore until June this year. 
The alliance aims to strength-

en  economic  ties  among  Co-
lombia, Chile, Mexico and Peru 
with  the  nations  of  the  im-
mense  Pacific  Basin.  Japan  is 
currently  participating  as  an 
observer of this innovative and 
unified approach to asia.

another aspect worth men-
tioning  in  the  international 
arena is the fact that Colombia 
has been invited to join the Or-
ganization for Economic Co-
operation  and  development  
and is currently advancing in 
the process of a potential ac-
ceptance, which will allow our 
country to exchange best prac-
tices and strategies for issuing 
more globalized policies in the 
future. 

This commemoration of in-
dependence becomes, there-
fore, an occasion to express the 
interest of the government of 
Colombia  to  work  toward 
flourishing ties with Japan that 
will bring mutual benefits for 
both nations. 

Please join the Embassy of 
Colombia in the 
commemoration of 
Independence Day with 
Colombian musicians and 
dancers in Hibiya Park in Tokyo 
on July 20, 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

promising new opportunities
Colombia independence day

Located 2,600 meters above sea level, Bogota is the largest city 
in Colombia and its excellent business environment makes it 
one of the most competitive cities in the region.  proExport

luis Genaro muñoz
CEo, Colombian CoFFEE GrowErs 
FEdEration; Chairman, Japan–
Colombia Joint EConomiC 
CommittEE 

Japan  is  going 
through a phase 
of  renewed 
confidence  in 
its  economy 
and  its  impor-
tant role in the 
international 
arena. The Japa-
nese government led by Prime 
Minister  Shinzo  abe,  has  in-
spired a sense of optimism in 
the Japanese people, and “abe-
nomics” has yielded significant 
results. Fortunately, we will wel-
come abe to our country in the 
coming days.

Colombia’s solid fundamen-

tals  allowed  the  economy  to 
have the highest growth in the 
region  in  the  first  quarter  of 
2014 (6.4 percent) and enjoy low 
inflation and unemployment.

Colombian and Japanese en-
trepreneurs  must  persist  in 
deepening  the  relations  be-
tween our countries. The eco-
nomic partnership agreement 
is an appropriate vehicle for this 
purpose, and we hope that the 
negotiation  of  this  important 
instrument concludes soon. 

On July 29, we will celebrate 
in Bogotá, the ninth meeting of 
the Japan-Colombia Joint Eco-
nomic  Committee  where  the 
upcoming business agenda will 
be  structured,  and  where  the 
conquest of the Japanese mar-
ket  by  our  coffee,  hopefully 
serves as an example for more 
products from our nation. 

Our  business  models  in 
Japan have evolved with a mar-
ket  that  constantly  reinvents 
itself. Through initiatives with 
partners  in  Japan,  today  our 
coffee is not only used in the 
leading products in the market, 
but the use of our brands gen-
erates greater value added for 
our coffee growers.

i am sure that business lead-
ers on both sides of the Pacific 
will soon consolidate effective 
alliances and develop new ini-
tiatives in line with the potential 
of the relationship between our 
countries. 

Japan and Colombia: a renovated partnership

tatsumaro terazawa
prEsidEnt, Colombia-Japan 
FriEndship assoCiation

in the name of 
Colombia-Ja-
pan Friendship 
association,  i 
would  like  to 
express  my 
heartfelt  con-
gratulations on 
the  indepen-
dence day of the republic of 
Colombia.

Japan  and  Colombia  have 
enjoyed  a  mutually  comple-
mentary relationship in eco-
nomic,  as  well  as  shared 
democratic, values in politics. 
Colombia  is  a  very  young 
country  historically  and  de-
mographically, it also has huge 
potential for economic devel-
opment  by  utilizing  various 
natural  resources  and  high-
quality human resources. Es-
pecially since the beginning of 

this  century,  Colombia  has 
achieved a dramatic improve-
ment in security and contin-
ues  to  see  strong  economic 
growth.

i truly hope that Colombia 
will achieve  further develop-
ment under the long-term vi-
sion of President Juan Manuel 
Santos  in  his  second  term 
which begins on august 7, and 
strengthen more than ever its 
political,  economic  and  cul-
tural relationship with Japan. 
From this point of view, i am 
convinced that Japanese Prime 
Minister  Shinzo  abe’s  visit, 
which is scheduled for the end 
of July, will be an epoch-mak-
ing event in the history of mu-
tual  exchange  between 
high-level government officials 
of our two countries, and will 
also serve as a springboard to-
wards early conclusion of eco-
nomic partnership agreement 
negotiations to promote bilat-
eral trade and investment.

strengthening political, cultural  
and economic relationships

Cartagena’s colonial walled city and fortress were designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage site in 1984. The city is a member of 
the League of Historical Cities, which was launched in 1987 in 
Kyoto.  proExport

The Coffee Cultural Landscape of Colombia is on the UNESCO World Heritage list for its 
centennial tradition of growing coffee on small plots in the high forest and the way farmers have 
adapted cultivation to difficult mountain conditions. Carlos hoYos, proExport

PAGE: 5


