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On Aug. 15, the people of the 
Republic of the Congo cele-

brate the 54th 
anniversary of 
their Indepen-
dence Day. It is 
a great day and 
also a specific 
moment for 
the Congolese 
nation, which 

has to experience and evalu-
ate, once again, the “Acceler-
ated Municipalization,” a 
strategy of development intro-
duced by the government in 
2004.

On behalf of the President 
of the Republic of the Congo, 
H.E. D enis S assou Nguesso, 
the government, the Congo-
lese people and the staff of the 
Congolese Embassy in Japan, 
I would like to express my best 
wishes of health and happi-
ness to Their Majesties Emper-
or A kihito and Empress 
Michiko and to the other dis-
tinguished members of the 
Imperial family.

My congratulations and 
continued support go to the 
Japanese government and 
people for their loving, kind-
ness, humility and persever-
ance to rebuilding a charming 
country, which is often hit by 

natural disasters such as 
earthquakes, tsunami, ty-
phoons and floods.

My warmest thanks to all our 
Japanese partners and other 
countries and organizations, 
particularly those who give us 
their strong support, not only 
on I ndependence D ay, but 
also, in the continued rein-
forcement of our bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation.

Today, the celebration of the 
54th anniversary of the Inde-
pendence D ay doubled with 
the festivities of the acceler-
ated municipalization takes 
place in S ibiti City, the main 
district of the Department of 
Lekoumou, in the southwest of 
our country. 

It is interesting to notice this 
double celebration of the In-
dependence Day and acceler-
ated municipalization has 
proven successful over the past 
10 years. Analysts can describe 
the deep and positive transfor-
mation of the Republic of the 
Congo landscapes:
•	Peace and stability now 

stand in Congo, creating a mo-
mentum of social satisfaction 
and solidarity of all the politi-
cal players around the presi-
dent
•	A big move toward the in-

dustrialization of each Depart-
ment can now be seen 
throughout the country, bring-
ing change and hope. A mira-
cle has now occurred with the 

emergence of new and quality 
infrastructure

To Japanese Investors
The R epublic of Congo and 
Japan established their diplo-
matic relations in 1968. Since 
the December 2012 opening of 
the Congolese Embassy in 
Japan, a new era and level of 
cooperation has begun, boost-
ing the relationship between 
Japan and Congo-Brazzaville, 
as illustrated by a few key 
steps:
•	A visit to Congo, in Febru-

ary 2013, by a Japanese delega-
tion led by H.E. Toshiko Abe, 
the parliamentarian vice min-
ister of foreign affairs 
•	The participation of the 

Congolese delegation, in June 
2013, in the fifth Tokyo Inter-
national Conference on A fri-
can Development (TICAD V ), 
in Yokohama, led by Minister 

of Foreign A ffairs and Coop-
eration H.E. Basile Ikouebe 
•	The Japanese Joint Mission 

of public-private investors to 
Congo, in November 2013, led 
by H.E Hirotaka Ishihara, the 
parliamentarian vice minister 
of foreign affairs 

I would like to encourage, 
once again, Japanese inves-
tors to go and see this country 
that is full of business oppor-
tunities, for instance, the mas-
sive offshore oil fields, natural 
gas and substantial mineral 
reserves; the wonderful land-
scapes; the Congo River; the 
natural parks of the hinter-
land, which are home to var-
ied species of wild animals. 
Also, our forests, which are 
home to a large array of spe-
cies of trees, including a few 
well-known such as kambala, 
ebony, sapele, okoumé; and 
the fertile soil of Congo which 
needs to be further promoted, 
in terms of large-scale indus-
trialization of agriculture and 

livestock activities. 
The “path of the future” is 

the development program of 
the president, which, of 
course, emphasizes on reform 
in the Congolese administra-
tion and the country’s indus-

trialization. These two pillars 
of the path of the future re-
quire a new way of thinking 
and new methods of working 
to achieve the goal of making 
Congo-Brazzaville an “emerg-
ing country by 2025.”

Transforming into an emerging country by 2025

Left, President of the Republic of Congo Denis Sassou Nguesso (center) welcomes a delegation of Japanese investors led by 
Hirokata Ishihara, vice minister of foreign affairs (6th from left), in Brazzaville, Congo in November. Right, construction on the 
“African Olympics” City in a suburb of Brazzaville.  embassy of the republic of congo
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