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i would like to express my heartfelt felicita-
tions to the government and people of Uz-
bekistan on the occasion of the 23rd 
anniversary of independence.

Uzbekistan is a key partner of Japan in 
Central Asia. our countries maintain tradi-
tionally close relations, which have deep 
historical roots. Uzbekistan was one of the 
centers of great silk road and a cradle of 

ancient civilization.
during my visit to Uzbekistan in may 2014, i discussed 

with president islam karimov the issue of strengthening 
our strategic partnership with the acceleration of political, 
economic and cultural relations. furthermore, we are ex-
panding cooperation in such spheres as energy, telecom-
munications, electrical engineering and education with 
Uzbekistan, which has seen its economy grow 8.2 percent 
annually over the past 7 years.

finally, i wish the people of Uzbekistan peace, health, 
prosperity and for the further development of friendly and 
warm relations between our nations.

Enjoying close historical ties, 
modern strategic partnership

Uzbekistan independence day

farrukh Tursunov
AmbAssAdor of UzbekisTAn

on Sept. 1, the people of Uz-
bekistan celebrate the 23rd an-
niversary  of  Independence. 
over  this  period,  under  the 
leadership  of  H.e.  president 
Islam Karimov, Uzbekistan has 
turned into a modern, stable 
country maintaining a sustain-
able pace in an industrializing 
economy.  Uzbekistan  has 
grown into a country that relies 
on its own power and capaci-
ties to defend its borders and 
the peaceful and harmonious 
life of its citizens.

over  the  23  years  of  inde-
pendent development, the na-
tional economy of Uzbekistan 
grew by 4.1 times and the real 
income of the population rose 
8.2 times. The country also saw 
the  annual  Gdp  growth  rate 

over the last 7 years exceed 8 
percent. 

a  favorable  business  envi-
ronment, the concession of a 
broad system of legal guaran-

tees and privileges  for  inves-
tors greatly increased foreign 
investment  in  the  country. 
over  this  period  more  than 
$162 billion in capital invest-
ments  were  assimilated  into 
the  economy,  including  $56 
billion in foreign investments. 
a  free  industrial  economic 
zone was set up in the city of 
navoi  and  special  industrial 
zones were set up in the towns 
of angren and Jizzak, creating 
one of the most liberal and at-
tractive free economic zones in 
the region. Furthermore, Uz-
bekistan possesses large pro-
duction  capacity  and  strong 
mineral  resource  potential, 
boasting more than 100 miner-
als, of which 60 are already in 
use in the economy. 

as time progresses, we are 
again convinced of the correct-
ness  of  the  well  thought-out 
strategy of democratic reforms 
we opted for, known through-
out  the  world  as  the  “Uzbek 
Model”  of  development  that 
completely caters to the inter-
ests of the people.

Meanwhile, the biggest asset 
of Uzbekistan is its hardwork-
ing  30.5  million  people,  who 
account for 55 percent of the 
population of the entire Cen-
tral  asian  region.  In  Uzbeki-
stan,  more  than  120 
nationalities live together in an 
atmosphere of peace, friend-
ship and interethnic and civic 
harmony. 

president Karimov at inde-
pendence  celebrations  said, 
“Independence means build-

ing a robust backbone for our 
future, fostering a comprehen-
sively advanced, independent-
thinking,  courageous  new 
generation inferior to no one 
in anything, a generation ca-
pable of continuing our great 
undertakings.”

at the initiative of Karimov, 
2014 was declared the year of 
the Healthy Child, which was 
a logical continuation of a so-
cially  oriented  government 
policy whose priority has been 
to raise a harmoniously devel-
oped,  spiritually  mature 
younger  generation.  along 
with this state program, $302.9 
million  was  allocated  for 
strengthening education and 
children’s health care system, 
including supporting their ma-
terial-technical base. 

Uzbekistan is a consistently 
modernizing country, working 
to deepen democratic reforms 
and liberalize all aspects of so-
ciety, while further increasing 
living standards. 

nationwide elections for the 
parliament  (oliy  Majlis)  and 
regional and city councils will 
be held in december and, as 
such,  deep  reforms  aimed  at 
the development of an effec-
tive  and  democratic  election 
system were undertaken. par-
ticularly, amendments to laws 
“on election to the oliy Majlis,” 
“on  election  to  regional  and 
city councils,” and “on election 
to  the  presidency  of  Uzbeki-
stan” were concluded in 2003 
and 2008. additionally, 2011, 
2012 and 2014 saw several con-

stitutional  article  amend-
ments,  which  provided 
step-by-step, continuous liber-
alization of the national elec-
tion  system,  creating  a 
bicameral parliament in accor-
dance with the requirements 
of the law and internationally 
recognized  principles  and 
norms. 

Japan is one of the time-test-
ed key and strategic partners 
of  Uzbekistan.  regular  ex-
change of visits on high gov-
ernmental  and 
parliamentarian  levels,  the 
growing interest in establish-

ing  further  cooperation  of 
business-economic  groups 
and a richness of cultural and 
humanitarian  cooperation 
represent our modern dynam-
ic.

The official visit by the pres-
ident Karimov to Japan in Feb-
ruary  2011  afforded  a  potent 
impetus to the development of 
strategic cooperation between 
our countries.

Then  prime  Minister  Ju-
nichiro  Koizumi  visited  Uz-
bekistan  in  august  2006. 
additionally, Japan’s Finance 
Minister  and  deputy  prime 

Minister taro aso and Minis-
ter of economy, trade and In-
dustry  toshimitsu  Motegi 
visited  Uzbekistan  in  2014, 
holding  meetings  with  the 
leadership of Uzbekistan. 

Uzbekistan has also consis-
tently supported Japan’s aspi-
ration to a permanent seat on 
the U.n. Security Council. our 
Japanese  partners  stress  Uz-
bekistan’s key role in ensuring 
security, stability and sustain-
able  development  in  the  re-
gion.  tokyo  welcomes  the 
efforts  of  Uzbekistan  in  ad-
dressing  regional  issues,  in-
cluding  the  use  of  water 
resources  in  Central  asia  re-
gion based on universally rec-
ognized  principles  of 
international law with regard 
to the interests of the region’s 
states.  Uzbekistan  and  Japan 
are making an important con-
tribution to the socioeconom-
ic  development  and 
stabilization of afghanistan.

The third Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting  of  the  “Central  asia 
plus Japan” dialogue was held 
in tashkent in 2010. addition-
ally,  Foreign  Minister  of  Uz-
bekistan  abdulaziz  Kamilov 
held negotiations with his Jap-
anese  counterpart  Fumio 
Kishida  during  the  fifth  For-
eign Ministers Meeting in bish-
kek in July, 2014. 

In 2012 our countries cele-
brated the 20th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations. However, 
the  history  of  relations  be-
tween our countries goes back 
to the dawn of the Great Silk 
road. There are many UneS-
Co World Heritage site cities 
and historical cities along the 
Great Silk road, including Sa-
markand, bukhara, Khiva and 
tashkent.

twice weekly direct Uzbeki-
stan airways flights from nar-
ita to tashkent contribute to an 
increasing number of Japanese 
tourists to Uzbekistan.

an  important  role  in  the 
modern development of trade 
and  economic  relations  is 
played by the joint Uzbek-Jap-
anese Committee on econom-
ic  Cooperation  whose  11th 
session  held  in  tashkent  in 
March,  2013  and  the  Joint 
business Forum held in tash-
kent  on  aug.  7,  2014.  JICa, 
Jetro,  the  Uzbek-Japanese 
Center  and  representatives 
from 20 Japanese companies 
are  actively  working  in  Uz-
bekistan.

a solid foundation of histor-
ical and cultural ties, as well as 
the current strong potential of 
economic and political coop-
eration  will  further  serve  for 
deepening the Uzbek-Japanese 
strategic partnership.

23 years of dynamic growth and prosperity

In the center of the capital Tashkent, Independence Square 
features a mother and child statue and Independence 
monument. embAssy of UzbekisTAn

President of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan H.E. Islam 
Karimov

Oliy Majlis (the Supreme Assembly) is the parliament of 
Uzbekistan. embAssy of UzbekisTAn
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