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Mexico national day

Toshiyuki Shiga
Chairman, Japan-mexiCo 
eConomiC CommiTTee of 
Keidanren

on behalf of the Japan-Mexico 
economic  Committee  of 
Keidanren (the Japan business 
Federation),  I 
would  like  to 
congratulate 
the  United 
Mexican States 
on  the  occa-
sion of the an-
niversary of its 
independence, 
and also express my sincerest 
best wishes for the prosperity 
of all of its people.

Structural reforms in Mexi-
co,  which  are  making  steady 
progress  under  the  distin-
guished leadership of His ex-
cellency  president  enrique 
peña nieto, are opening up a 
broad range of new possibili-
ties for bilateral cooperation. 
Japanese  enterprises  have 
come to place greater empha-
sis  on  Mexico  not  only  as  a 
market,  but  also  as  a  global 
production base. In July, prime 
Minister  Shinzo  abe  visited 
Mexico accompanied by many 
Japanese business leaders, in-
cluding  Keidanren  chairman 
Sadayuki Sakakibara. This visit 
clearly  demonstrated  to  the 
world the importance that the 
Japanese  public  and  private 
sectors  place  on  working  to-
gether to strengthen econom-
ic relations with Mexico.

during  the  visit,  I  chaired 

the  31st  Japan-Mexico  busi-
nessmen’s  Joint  Committee 
Meeting, which was hosted in 
Mexico City  through the col-
laborative efforts of Keidanren 
and  the  Mexican  business 
Council for Foreign trade, In-
vestment  and  technology 
(CoMCe). at this meeting, the 
Mexican  government  and 
business  community  ex-
pressed  their  high  hopes  for 
greater cooperation with Japan 
in trade, investment and per-
sonnel exchange. We were de-
lighted  that  president  peña 
nieto  attended  the  meeting, 
noted  that  increased  invest-
ment  in  Mexico  by  Japanese 
companies has made a signif-
icant contribution to job cre-
ation  and  technological 
innovation in Mexico, and stat-

ed his desire for Mexico to con-
tinue  growing  together  with 
Japan.

The Japanese business com-
munity  will  strive  to  fulfill 
these expectations by forging 
even deeper ties between our 
two economies through the ac-
tivities  of  the  Japan-Mexico 
economic  Committee  of 
Keidanren. above and beyond 
bilateral relations, the business 
communities  of  both  Japan 
and Mexico should endeavor 
to further bolster their collab-
orations  to  strengthen  the 
bonds that link asia and Latin 
america 

Let  me  conclude  with  the 
sincere wish that Mexico and its 
people continue to prosper, and 
that the relationship between 
our two countries flourishes. 

Structural reforms open mexico 
to investment as production basehirofumi nakasone

preSidenT, Japan-mexiCo 
parliamenTary friendShip 
federaTion

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
convey on behalf of the Japan-
Mexico parlia-
m e n t a r y 
F r i e n d s h i p 
Federation my 
heartfelt  con-
gratulations to 
the people and 
the  govern-
ment of Mexico 
on  the  204th  anniversary  of 
Mexico’s independence. 

The  bilateral  relationship 
between Japan and Mexico is 
characterized  by  a  singular 
bond that stretches back over 
400  years.  This  unique  bond 
has been further reinforced by 
the “Global Strategic partner-
ship.”  In  the  international 

arena,  the  two  countries  are 
responsible  members  of  the 
international  community, 
committed  to  maintaining 
peace and security, and share 
universal  values  such  as  de-
mocracy,  human  rights  and 
the rule of law. In particular, 
the  bilateral  economic  rela-
tionship has been expanding 
in a remarkable manner based 
on the Japan-Mexico econom-
ic  partnership  agreement 
signed in 2004. The volume of 
bilateral  trade  has  increased 
by 70 percent from 2004, and 
the number of Japanese com-
panies in Mexico has reached 
approximately  680,  an  in-
crease of more than 130 since 
2012. 

I take great pleasure in hav-
ing witnessed our bilateral re-
lationship  strengthen 
considerably  in  the  last  two 
years, and in now commemo-

rating the 400th anniversary of 
the Hasekura Mission, a mis-
sion  sent  to  Mexico  by  date 
Masamune, feudal lord of the 
Sendai region back in 1613 and 
1614.

In  april  2013  we  had  the 
pleasure of welcoming Mexi-
can  president  peña  nieto  to 
Japan. prime Minister abe and 
president nieto held a fruitful 
summit meeting and issued a 
joint  statement  which  reaf-
firmed the significance of the 
Japan-Mexico Global Strategic 
partnership. during the visit, 
it  was  my  great  honor  to  re-
ceive  the  order  of  the  aztec 
eagle directly from president 
nieto. 

In July 2014, prime Minister 
abe  paid  an  official  visit  to 
Mexico  accompanied  by  im-
portant government and busi-
ness leaders. In their summit 
meeting, the two leaders wel-

comed the important progress 
made in light of the joint state-
ment issued the previous year. 

I  myself  visited  Mexico  in 
January 2014 to attend the an-
nual assembly of the asia pa-

cific parliamentary Forum in 
puerto Vallarta as head of the 
Japanese  delegation.  The 
meeting was a great success — 
carefully  prepared  and  won-
derfully  carried  off  by  the 
Mexican parliament. In May, I 
made another visit to Mexico 
to  attend  the  12th  national 
Convention  of  nikkei  (Japa-
nese  descendants)  2014  in 
Mazatlán  as  president  of  Ja-
pan-Mexico  parliamentary 
Friendship Federation.

I would like, on this auspi-
cious  day,  to  renew  my  wish 
that  with  the  long  amicable  
history,  the  exchange  and 
friendship between the people 
of  our  two  countries  will  be 
strengthened further and that 
the two nations will contribute 
to the peace and prosperity of 
the international community. 
to this end, I vow to do my ut-
most  as  president  of  Japan-
Mexico  parliamentary 
Friendship Federation.

Bonds stretch back 400 years

Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto meets with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in Mexico City on 
July 25 during Abe’s official visit to Mexico. miniSTry of foreign affairS, mexiCo

The ancient Mayan City and protected tropical forest of 
Calakmul, recognized by UNESCO as a mixed property on the 
World Heritage List, symbolizes the natural and cultural wealth 
of Mexico.  miniSTry of TouriSm, mexiCo

Above: Energy reforms in Mexico have opened the sector to 
private investment, creating a competitive and efficient energy 
market. Below: Mexico’s automotive industry, a main sector for 
foreign investment, exemplifies a robust economy. pemex/
miniSTry of eConomy, mexiCo

armando arriaga ochoategui
Chargé d’affaireS a.i., 
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Since our first contact in 1609, 
the  bilateral  relationship  be-
tween  Mexico 
and  Japan  has 
been based on 
friendship and 
cooperation. 
This year, as we 
commemorate 
the 400th anni-
versary  of  the 
arrival to acapulco of the dip-
lomatic  mission  headed  by 
samurai tsunenaga Hasekura, 
the ties between our two coun-
tries have strengthened even 
more. 

In april 2013, president en-
rique peña nieto paid an offi-
cial visit to Japan. responding 
to an invitation from president 
peña  nieto  in  that  occasion, 
prime Minister Shinzo abe last 
July visited Mexico, where both 

leaders discussed ways to fur-
ther  deepen  the  cooperation 
between  our  countries  in  all 
fields, and welcomed the sign-
ing of 14 documents that will 
contribute to building a strong 
and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship. 

This month marks the 10th 
anniversary  of  the  signing  of 
the  Japan-Mexico  economic 
partnership  agreement.  The 
partnership  has  had  remark-
able results; however, there is 
still a lot of potential for bilat-
eral  investment  and  trade 
growth. In this respect, presi-
dent  peña  nieto  and  prime 
Minister abe agreed to begin 
negotiations  on  agricultural 
products based on the Japan-
Mexico epa and other themes 
of mutual interest, and to co-
ordinate  in order to hold the 
first round of negotiations  in 
october.

Mexico  is  clearly  going 
through a process of structural 

transformation.  to  this  date, 
reforms have been enacted in 
a wide variety of fields such as 
education,  tax  and  electoral 
systems,  transparency,  tele-
communications and energy. 
of  these,  the  energy  reforms 
have attracted the most atten-
tion worldwide since it is revo-
lutionary  in  the  way  it 
modernizes the constitutional 
framework to open the energy 
sector to investment, technol-
ogy and competition, both for-
eign  and  domestic,  with  the 
aim of generating more energy 
at a lower cost. Undoubtedly, 
this sector represents a great 
opportunity for a larger, more 
diversified  Japanese  invest-
ment in Mexico.

Mexico  is  considered  not 
only an excellent choice for in-
vestors, but also a global base 
for production. It is one of the 
top countries according to the 
World Investment report 2013 
released by the United nations 

Conference on trade and de-
velopment  (UnCtad),  and 
among the most attractive na-
tions to investors from all over 
the world according to global 
management consulting firm 
at Kearney. This is a result of 
the wide network of free-trade 
agreements  that  provide  ac-
cess to 45 countries and more 
than  a  billion  potential  con-
sumers. Likewise, Mexico has 
a young, skilled and talented 
population with an average age 
of  27.  each  year,  around 
110,000 engineers graduate in 
Mexico, making it a leader in 
high-technology manufactur-
ing exports. It also has a world-
class  modern  infrastructure 
and a business-friendly envi-
ronment.  all  of  this  has  not 
gone  unnoticed  by  investors 
from around the world. 

With over 3,000 years of his-
tory and more than 45,000 ar-
cheological sites, the cultural 
richness Mexico has to offer is 

difficult to match. It ranks as 
the  world´s  top  six  countries 
for the number of World Heri-
tage sites. nor should it be for-
gotten that Mexican cuisine is 
one  of  the  four  cuisines  that 
have  been  designated  by 
UneSCo as an Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Humanity. In 
the  same  way,  its  natural 
wealth — it is home to 10 per-
cent of the global diversity of 
species — makes it a great op-
tion for tourists. Just to name 
a few examples, it has the sec-
ond-largest  coral  reef  in  the 
world and more than 176 nat-
ural protected areas. all these 
elements  make  of  Mexico  a 
unique tourist destination. 

The relations between Mex-
ico and Japan show a renewed 
dynamic  based  on  the  trust 
and friendship that prevail be-
tween  them.  our  vibrant  ex-
changes  include  active 
parliamentary exchanges, but 
also  fluid  contacts  between 

local governments and at the 
human level. at the same time, 
there are new opportunities to 
deepen  our  exchanges  not 
only in the political and eco-

nomic fields, but also  in sci-
ence  and  technology, 
triangular cooperation, health, 
transportation, agricultural re-
search and in the field of aero-

space  among  others.  This  is 
definitely the time of Mexico 
and Japan, and a time to con-
tinue moving our bilateral re-
lationship forward.

a partnership based on trust, friendship
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