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It  is  a  great 
honor  to  ad-
dress the read-
ers of The Japan 
Times  and  the 
people of Japan 
on the occasion 
of the 96th an-
niversary of the 
Proclamation of Independence 
of Latvia on Nov. 18, 1918. 

on behalf of  the people of 
Latvia and the President of Lat-
via,  H.e.  andris  berzins  I 
would like to express our deep-
est  respect  to  Their  Imperial 
majesties emperor akihito and 
empress michiko, Prime min-
ister H.e. shinzo abe and the 
people of Japan. 

Latvia is one of the greenest 
countries of the world,  favor-
ably  located  in  the  middle  of 
Northern europe at the cross-

roads  of  historical  trading 
routes connecting scandinavia, 
Western  europe  and  russia. 
This helped create the unique 
multicultural environment for 
people of various nationalities 
to live together in Latvia and for 
centuries the country has been 
a  source  of  inspiration  for  a 
range of famous artists, danc-
ers,  singers  and  composers. 
Latvia  is  also  one  of  the  geo-
graphically  closest  european 
countries to Japan and both our 
nations  share  similar  values 
and mentalities — we love and 
respect nature and we are hard-
working, patient and attentive 
to details.

The capital city riga is listed 
as  the  uNesCo  World  Heri-
tage site, famous for one of the 
largest  collection  of  fine  art 
Nouveau  architecture  in  the 
world.  riga  has  long  been  a 
venue for cultural events on an 
international scale and, during 

2014,  as  european  Capital  of 
Culture,  hundreds  of  special 
events took place, giving guests 
of the city unique opportuni-
ties to sample the riches of Lat-
vian  culture  and  performing 
arts, including pearls of music 
performed by world-renowned 
Latvian  choirs,  magnificent 
operas,  modern  art  perfor-
mances and art exhibitions.

The relations between Latvia 
and Japan have developed in a 
steady manner of mutual trust 
and understanding for almost 
a century, but  it was the his-
torical  visit  of  Their  Imperial 
majesties emperor akihito and 
empress michiko to Latvia in 
may  2007,  that  has  given  the 
strongest  boost  to  fortify  our 
cordially  vibrant  and  fruitful 
relationship. 

For the last eight years since 
the embassy of Latvia has been 
established in Japan, we have 
been blessed with the friend-

ship and eagerness of our Japa-
nese partners to work together 
toward even closer cooperation 
between our two countries. Par-
ticularly I would like to mention 
active cooperation between the 
sister cities of riga and Kobe, in 
addition to that between ruji-
ena and Higashikawa, Hokkai-
do Prefecture.

regular visits by high-level 
officials,  increased  business 
exchanges, tourism and grass-
roots  level  contacts  between 
our two countries continue to 
grow. We welcome our Japa-
nese  partners,  friends  and 
those  interested  to  be  even 
more  active  in  approaching 
our country. 

I would also like to express 
my  gratitude  to  The  Japan 
Times for giving me the oppor-
tunity  to  publish  this  article 
and congratulate all Latvians 
living in Japan and abroad on 
this very special day.
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