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Laos national day

Khenthong Nuanthasing
AmbAssAdor of LAos

On the occa-
sion  of  the 
39th  anni-
versary of the 
Lao  People’s 
democratic 
r e p u b l i c 
(Lao Pdr) on 
dec. 2, 2014, 
I  would  like 
to, on behalf of the president, 
the government and people of 
the Lao Pdr as well as on my 
own behalf, express our heart-
felt, warm respectful greetings 
and  best  wishes  for  good 
health, happiness and pros-
perity to Their majesties em-
peror  akihito  and  empress 
michiko and members of the 
Imperial family.

The  Lao  People’s  demo-
cratic  republic’s  proclama-
tion of establishment on dec. 
2, 1975, opened a new era that 
provided  genuine  indepen-
dence, sovereignty and free-
dom for the Lao people’s 49 
ethnic groups. The proclama-
tion  has  helped  usher  in  a 
new phase in Laos’ history, a 
phase of building a new coun-
try, engaging in development 
and  raising  the  living  stan-
dards  of  the  Lao  people.  In 
1986,  the  Lao  government 
began a comprehensive reno-
vation policy, shifting from a 
centralized  economy  to  a 
market-oriented  economy, 
implementing  new  market 
mechanisms and inviting co-
operation  and  investment 
from  foreign  countries,  in-
cluding  Japan,  international 
development partners and in-
ternational non-governmen-
tal  organizations,  for  the 
socioeconomic development 
of the Lao Pdr.

The constitution of the Lao 
Pdr  was  adopted  in  1991, 

which marked the significant 
achievements  of  over  sixty 
years of struggles for national 
liberation and reconstruction. 
It laid down the legal founda-
tion of the country that guar-
anteed  all  rights  for  Lao 
people. Today, with a full legal 
system in place, the Lao Pdr 
has  been  able  to  maintain 
peace  and  political  stability 
for  39  years,  while  also  pro-
gressing and maintaining its 
economic growth at an aver-
age rate of over 7 percent for 
the  past  five  years.  The 
achievements of the high eco-
nomic growth are the results 
of  favorable  foreign and do-
mestic  government  policies 
creating favorable conditions 
for both domestic and foreign 
investment.

In the 2012-2013 fiscal year, 
GdP grew by 8 percent, one 
of the highest growths in the 
region.  Per  capita  GdP 
reached $1,534, an increase of 
more  than  13  percent  from 
the previous fiscal year. One 
of  the  key  factors  that  re-
mained  a  driving  force  for 
economic growth was invest-
ment  and  official  develop-
ment assistance. The energy 
and mining sectors have con-
tinuously  attracted  large  in-
flows  of  foreign  investment, 
particularly the construction 
of mega-projects. 

On bilateral relations, Laos 
and Japan have been enjoying 
cordial relations, which have 
been  strengthened  and  ex-
panded  since  the  establish-
ment  of  diplomatic  ties  in 
1955, through frequent high-
level  exchanges  between 
leaders of the two countries. 
The historic visit to Japan in 
1989 by H.e. Kaisone Phom-
vihane, former prime minis-
ter and late president of  the 
Lao Pdr, laid the foundation 
for the Laos-Japan relations in 

the new era. since then, Lao 
presidents and prime minis-
ters have paid periodic visits 
to Japan, with the most recent 
being the visit of H.e. Prime 
minister Thongsing Thamma-
vong in december 2013.

On Japanese side, His Im-
perial  Highness  Prince  ak-
ishino  and  Princess  akiko 
paid their first visit to Laos in 
1999, paving the way for fur-
ther  strengthening  ties  of 

friendship  and  cooperation 
between our two countries. In 
2000, former Prime minister 
of Japan Keizo Obuchi paid an 
official visit to Laos. The Laos-
Japan  relations  have  been 
nurtured and developed grad-
ually and reached the level of 
comprehensive  Partnership 
for  Peace  and  Prosperity  in 
2010  on  the  occasion  of  the 
official visit to Japan by H.e. 
choummaly sayasone, presi-

dent of the Lao Pdr.
regular visits between Lao 

and  Japanese  leaders  in  re-
cent years have demonstrated 
that  both  sides  highly  value 
our bilateral relationship. In 
december 2013 Prime minis-
ter Thammavong paid an of-
ficial  visit  to  Japan  and 
attended the 40th aseaN-Ja-
pan commemorative summit 
in  Tokyo.  Prior  to  that  H.e. 

shinzo abe, prime minister of 
Japan paid an official visit to 
the  Lao  Pdr  in  November 
2013. Other consultations at 
ministerial and expert levels 
include  a  meeting  between 
H.e.  Thongloun  sisoulith, 
deputy  prime  minister  and 
minister of  foreign affairs of 
the Lao Pdr and minister for 
Foreign affairs Fumio Kishi-
da, at the Oecd headquarters 

in Paris, France; visits to Japan 
by former minister for Public 
Works  and  Transportation 
somad Pholsena in February; 
minister  for  science  and 
Technology dr. boviengkham 
Vongdara in march; minister 
for Planning and Investment 
somdy douangdy in October; 
and minister for Public Works 
and  Transportation  boun-
chan sinthavong in October. 

as  Laos  is  located  in  the 
center of the mekong subre-
gion and serves as a land link 
between  five  aseaN  coun-
tries  as  well  as  between 

aseaN and the southern part 
of china. Therefore,  the Lao 
Pdr  has  become  a  new  at-
tractive destination for Japa-
nese investment, particularly 
in special economic Zones in 
savannakhet province and in 
the  capital  Vientiane.  Japa-
nese investment in Laos was 
increased  15  times  in  2013 
compared with the previous 
year.  In  2012  there  were  20 
projects valued at $27 million 
and in 2013 the number of in-
vestment  projects  increased 
by  15  and  their  total 

bright future ahead for 
Laos-Japan relationship

Continued on page 7

Clockwise from top left, a symbol of Laos in Vientiane, the that Luang Stupa was built over an ancient stupa in the 16th century 
by King Setthathirath; the plain of Jars, prehistoric stone megaliths, attracts thousands of tourists to the northern Xieng 
Khouang province of Laos; prime Minister Shinzo abe welcomes H.e. thongsing thammavong, prime minister of the Lao pdR in 
tokyo on dec. 15, 2013. embAssy of LAos
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value reached $405 million.
as of september 2014, Jap-

anese companies continue to 
have  a  strong  presence  in 
Laos with  investment regis-
tration of more than 200 com-
panies. Japanese investment 
in Laos  is mainly  in the fol-
lowing projects and sectors: 
three  hydroelectric  projects 
valued at $401 million, 23 ag-
ricultural projects valued at 
$99 million, 20 projects in in-
dustry and handicraft, 5 proj-
ects in wood processing and 
12 projects in services.

due to growing interest of 
Japanese companies in Laos 
in  recent  years,  an  office  of 
the Japan external Trade Or-
ganization (JeTrO) was open 
in  april  in  Vientiane  to  fur-
ther facilitate inroads for Jap-
anese companies into the Lao 
Pdr in the near future.

as Laos moves toward the 
40th anniversary of the Foun-
dation  of  the  Lao  People’s 
democratic republic and the 
60th  anniversary  of  diplo-
matic relations between the 
Lao Pdr and Japan next year, 
I am confident both countries 
will have high-level dialogues 
and  achieve  greater  heights 
together. I would like to take 
this opportunity to note some 
upcoming joint activities be-
tween Laos and Japan to cel-
ebrate their commemorative 
year in 2015 such as Japan’s 
hosting of a welcoming cer-
emony for four young Lao el-
ephants  as  commemorative 
gifts to Japan at the Kyoto zoo 
and the embassy of the Lao 
Pdr of holding a Lao Festival 
in Tokyo at yoyogi Park at the 
end of may.

On  this  auspicious  occa-
sion,  I  would  like  to  extend 
my  whole-hearted  thanks 
and appreciation to the gov-
ernment and people of Japan, 
particularly  all  friends  of 
Laos in Japan, for the unwav-

ering support and assistance 
rendered to the Lao Pdr as 
well  as  the  embassy  of  the 
Lao Pdr in Tokyo, and wish 
them all happiness and pros-
perity on the National day of 
Laos.

Growing Japanese presence
Continued from page 6

the Khone phapheng Waterfall on the mekong river is the largest waterfall by volume in 
Southeast asia, located in southern Champasak province of Laos. the waterfall is called tad in 
the Lao language. embassy of laos

top, since 2007, the annual elephant festival, celebrates Laos’ 
history as “the Land of million elephants” in mid-february in 
the northern province of Sayabouly, attracting more than 
80.0000 elephant fans to the ceremonies, parades and 
performances. Bottom, Wat Xiengthong or Xiengthong 
temple, a major attraction in the northern province of Luang 
prabang, has been a uneSCo World Heritage site since 
1995. embassy of laos
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