Bahrain national day

Appreciation of further deepening bonds between countries

Khalil Ebrahim Hassan
AMBASSADOR OF THE KINGDOM OF
BAHRAIN TO JAPAN

The Embassy
of the King-
dom of Bah-
rain in Tokyo
celebrates the
43rd National
Day, the42nd
anniversary
of diplomatic relations with
Japan, the 15th anniversary of
the Accession to the Throne of
H.M. King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa and the 9th anniversa-
ry of the Bahrain Embassy in
Tokyo.

On this occasion, the embas-
sy has the honor to renew, on
behalf of the government and
people of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, its heartfelt greetings and
good wishes to Their Imperial
Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, the govern-
ment and the people of Japan.

I'am delighted to pronounce
that the Kingdom of Bahrain
has enjoyed a strong relation-
ship with Japan since the early
years of independence. Over
the years, the Kingdom of Bah-
rain has been an important
focal point and friendly host for
Japanese companies and en-
terprises.

Since I was appointed as the
first ambassador of Bahrain to
Japan, our embassy’s main
mission has been to enhance
the Bahrain-Japan partnership,
cultivate Japan’s interest in our
region and introduce genuine
and productive cultural and
economic exchanges between
the people of both countries.
Especially to implement our
economic goals, we have
formed a very strongjoint force
with the Japan office of the Eco-
nomic Development Board
(EDB), which is a dynamic
public agency with an overall
responsibility for formulating
the economic development
strategy of Bahrain and creat-
ing the right climate to attract

foreign direct investment into
the Kingdom.

Together with EDB Japan Of-
fice, we serve as the first point
for Japanese people exploring
business opportunities in Bah-
rain, offering to facilitate easy
entry to its market and helping
them to form a network of con-
tacts in Bahrain. This will pave
the way to making the first step
toward enjoying the advantag-
es of doing business in Bahrain
and accessing fast growing
markets across the Middle East
as awhole.

To this end, I must say with
pride and gratitude that we
have been achieving remark-
able progress so far, with the
kind assistance and coopera-
tion from our precious friends,
associations and companies in
the beautiful and friendly
country of Japan.

The Kingdom, with the dem-
ocratic reforms of H.M. King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
premiership of HRH Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa
and the economic vision of
HRH Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, is managing
the global challenges of the
third millennium by working in
harmony and peace with all na-
tions of the Middle East, the
Arab World, the Islamic coun-
tries and the rest of the Eastern
and Western world. This is the
reason the nation is seen as the
“Pearl of the Gulf region.”

Taking this opportunity, we
at the embassy of Bahrain
would like to express our heart-
felt gratitude to H.M. King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
sovereign of the country; Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
the prime minister; and Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the crown prince, for their vi-
sion and support in initiating
this new era of Bahrain-Japan
relations.

Tourism
For most of the Japanese peo-
ple staying in the Arabian Gulf,
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Bahrain is an ideal destination
for vacations. Sunny and sandy
beaches, beautiful green parks,
fresh air and vigorous markets
await them. The modern and
liberal atmosphere of this
democratic society must be re-
markably appealing for the
Japanese visitors to stay. The
legendary Garden of Eden in
the Old Testament and the
Eternal Land in the Great Epic
of Gilgamesh perfectly de-
scribe this paradise on earth.

The Kingdom of Bahrain
today is rapidly changing. The
King has an ambitious vision
of investing in human resourc-
esto further develop the coun-
try’s status as a cultural,
financial and technology cen-
ter, into a democratic consti-
tutional monarchy. In fact,
women have already taken on
larger roles in society and edu-
cation is open to the entire na-
tion. Educational centers are
striving hard to provide state-
of-the-art knowledge and
technology to future genera-
tions.

Bahrain is a place that is
continuously changing. There
are numerous large and small-
scale luxury development
projects underway. You may
already know about the Bah-
rain International Circuit, one

of the courses featured in For-
mula One racing. There are
also artificial island resorts,
surrounded by emerald green
seas that are increasingly be-
coming alluring destinations
for relaxing vacations, as well
as large inland resorts themed
with water parks, wildlife safa-
ris, luxurious hotels and shop-
ping malls that will make all
visitors feel at home, regard-
less of the length of their stay.
Moreover, there is the 25-km
long King Fahd Causeway link-
ing Bahrain to Saudi Arabia.
And to further facilitate access
to the Kingdom, the construc-
tion of another, larger cause-
way connecting Bahrain to
Qatar is underway, which will
be the longest in the world
upon completion.

Your choice of the Kingdom
of Bahrain as a regional base
of business, as destination for
vacation or as your second
home after retirement will en-
rich your life with more fasci-
nation and energy.

Business
Japan and the Kingdom of

Bahrain have traditionally
maintained a very solid friend-
ship. Relations between Japan
and the Kingdom of Bahrain
date back to 1934, with the first
Bahraini oil shipment to Japan
after the 1932 discovery of oil
in Bahrain. In May 1972, dip-
lomatic relations between
Japan and Bahrain were estab-
lished and since then, the re-
lationship  between the
countries has been profound.
In fact, Japan’s imports from
the Kingdom of Bahrain have
been increasing during the
past years, with the main im-
ports being petroleum prod-
ucts and aluminum.

The Kingdom of Bahrain,
which islocated at the heart of
the Gulfregion, is the gateway
to the Middle East market as it
has provides quick and effi-
cient access to every market in
the region by air, sea and road.
This strategic location provides
Japanese companies with the
fastest access to markets with
high purchasing power for
their goods and services. It is
noteworthy that Bahrain’s
economy has long been the

freest in the region over the
past 20 years and has steadily
improved its ranking world-
wide. Today the Index of Eco-
nomic Freedom ranked the
country 13th, placing it ahead
of some G7 economies. Fur-
thermore, Bahrain allows for-
eign companies to maintain
100 percent foreign ownership
and to benefit from the re-
gion’s lowest taxes. In addition,
the country has bilateral trade
and economic agreements
with more than 40 countries,
as well as a free trade agree-
ment with the United States.

With such an environment
of support, 30 Japanese com-
panies have set up their base
in Bahrain and have been ex-
panding their business in the
region.

To conclude, I wish the best
of continuous prosperity and
happiness to Their Imperial
Majesties the Emperor and
Empress as well as the country
of Japan and its people, ongo-
ing progress in all fields for
both countries and the con-
tinuance of the special rela-
tionship tying our nations.
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Enjoy our delicious Arabian cuisine
prepared by our Arabian chef.

All meat served is prepared in accordance
with the Halal method.
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Arabic Restaurant
» Open: 5:30 p.m.-11:00 p.m. (Closed on Mondays)

Stark Tower Ohdorikoen Bldg. 1, B1F, 2-17 Yayoi-cho,
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AL AIN Nakaku, Yokohama Tel: 045-251-6199
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JF= Fuiji Electric

Innovating Energy Technology

Middle East Branch

71, Bldg 892, Road 3618, Block 436,
Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Tel: +973 17 564 569
http://www.fujielectric.com

Tel: 81-45-682-1111
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Engineering for the Quality of Human Life
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Yokohama World Operations Center:

2-3-1, Minato Mirai, Nishi-ku, Yokohama 220-6001, Japan
Fax: 81-45-682-1112

http://www.jgc.com/
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YAMATO KOGYO CO., LTD.

380, Kibi, Otsu-ku, Himeji City, Hyogo Pref. 671-1192, Japan
Tel: 079-273-1061

Fax: 079-273-9337
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Homat Royal Suite 101 14-11, Akasaka 1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-0052
Phone: 03-3584-6171 Fax: 03-3505-0939
Email: sun@sunrealty.co.jp http://www.sunrealty.jp
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