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Iran national day

Reza Nazar Ahari
AmbAssAdoR of iRAN

On Feb. 11, the Islamic repub-
lic of Iran celebrates the 36th 
anniversary  of 
the triumph of 
the  Islamic 
revolution  of 
Iran, in which a 
despotic  re-
gime was over-
thrown  by  the 
people  under 
the leadership of the late Imam 
Khomeini, and a new model of 
government based on Islamic 
principles, was established.

On  this  salient  date,  I  am 
honored to express, on behalf 
of the Iranian people and gov-
ernment, our warmest regards 
to  Their  Majesties  emperor 
akihito and empress Michiko, 
the Imperial family, as well as 
to  the  government  and  ami-
cable  people  of  Japan.  I  also 
take this occasion to congratu-
late my compatriots  living  in 
Japan.

The  Islamic  revolution  of 
Iran  has  tried  to  present  a 
world without tension, crisis, 
war or poverty. In Islam, secu-
rity is the highest priority; that 
is because only in a peaceful 
and  secure  world  can  one 
reach progress and prosperity. 
Islam  also  emphasizes  hard 
work and endeavors to explore 
the facts of life and phenom-
enon for creating a better wel-
fare  and  life  for  humanity. 
Notwithstanding, the Islamic 
republic of Iran, in spite of all 
good intentions of its nation, 
has had to defend itself from 
military  aggression,  foreign 
plots and other threats. Today, 
the Islamic republic of Iran is 
one of the safest countries in 
the Middle east and is contrib-
uting actively to the resolution 
of conflicts in syria, afghani-
stan, Iraq and other places to 
foster  regional  and  interna-
tional peace and security. My 
government has also demon-
strated  its  universal  reach 
through  such  initiatives  as 

President  Hassan  rouhani’s 
proposal for a “World against 
Violence  and  extremism,” 
which was adopted as a resolu-
tion  by  the  u.N.  General  as-
sembly at its 68th session. 

Following  this  noble  prin-
ciple, the Islamic republic of 
Iran  condemns  all  acts  that 
contribute  to  extremism  and 
terrorism and that are offen-
sive to the feelings of nations. 
at the same time, we believe 
misuse of freedom of expres-
sion, especially sacrilege, is not 
acceptable and should be pre-
vented  for  the  well  being  of 
human society.

Nuclear issue resolution
Iran  is  a  developing  country 
and electricity demand is ex-
panding rapidly. according to 
the approved plan of the High 
Council of energy of the Islam-
ic  republic  of  Iran,  by  2020 
Iran  should  generate  7,000 
megawatts  of  nuclear  power 
and will need 2,000 megawatts 
of additional power every year. 
Iran considers nuclear power 
generation, along with the de-
velopment  of  renewable  en-
ergy  sources,  the  most 
economically viable option to 
save hydrocarbon reserves for 
exports.  Our  atomic  energy 
program  is  peaceful  and  my 
country has always opted for a 
nuclear-free world and espe-
cially  a  Middle  east  nuclear 
free agreement.

The defense doctrine of Iran 
is not founded on nuclear ar-
maments  and  the  supreme 
leader of the Islamic republic 
of Iran has declared all kinds 
of mass destruction weapons, 
including nuclear weapons, as 
illegitimate.  The  Islamic  re-
public of Iran, parallel to its co-
operation  with  the 
International  atomic  energy 
agency, is continuing its dia-
logue with the so-called P5+1 
group  (comprising  China, 
France, the u.K., the u.s., rus-
sia and Germany), with good 
intentions and equal status for 
the purpose of building confi-

dence and finding a long-term 
solution. In this regard, since 
January 2013, both sides have 
been implementing the terms 
of the Geneva Joint Plan of ac-
tion of November 2013.

The supreme leader and the 
Iranian parliament support the 
resolution of the nuclear issue 
undertaken by rouhani’s ad-
ministration, based on an eq-
uitable and just framework. We 
are convinced that a compre-
hensive agreement could open 
up new avenues of cooperation 
for  resolving  other  regional 
and international issues.

Iran  and  six  world  powers 
also  wrapped  up  substantive 
and  useful  talks  on  Iran’s 
peaceful  nuclear  program  in 
November,  and  technical  ex-
perts are continuing their ef-
forts to elaborate on the details. 
They have agreed to continue 
the discussions with the aim of 
reaching a high-level political 
agreement and confirming the 
full  technical  details  of  the 
agreement by July 1, 2015. Iran 
considers  the  sanctions  im-
posed on the Iranian nation il-
legal  and  inhuman  and  we 
hope they will soon be lifted. 

Relations with Japan
Iran and Japan are two asian 
countries with numerous his-
torical and cultural common-
alities.  although  historical 

documents show the two na-
tions’ ties originated more than 
1,000 years ago, political rela-
tions began at the end of the 
19th  century  with  the  estab-
lishment of embassies and the 
extension of commercial and 
technical cooperation.

With the triumph of the Is-
lamic revolution of  Iran,  the 
two governments began new 
avenues of political coopera-
tion  and  endeavored  to 
strengthen  reciprocal  ties  in 
wide-ranging fields. Trade be-
tween  Iran  and  Japan  in-
creased substantially after the 
revolution and reached around 
$20 billion in 2008. In recent 
years, due to unjust and illegal 
sanctions against Iran, the vol-
ume of trade between Iran and 
Japan  has  not  expanded  as 
much as was hoped for by the 
two governments.

In  2014,  political,  parlia-
mentary,  consular,  judicial, 
economic  and  cultural  ex-
changes  between  the  two 
countries were actively under-
taken.  among  them,  I  would 
like to mention the Japan-Iran 
summit Meeting on sept. 23, 
held between rouhani and Ja-
pan’s  Prime  Minister  shinzo 
abe,  on  the  sidelines  of  the 
u.N. General assembly in New 
york. during the meeting, both 
leaders expressed their satis-
faction that bilateral exchang-

es of high officials had taken 
on new momentum and hoped 
the  bilateral  relations  of  Iran 
and Japan expand in all areas. 
The two leaders also expressed 
their willingness to cooperate 
for regional and international 
stability.

In March, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, the minister of foreign af-
fairs of the Islamic republic of 
Iran  met  his  counterpart, 
Fumio Kishida, in Tokyo. The 
two ministers talked about lat-
est regional and international 
issues, as well as boosting po-
litical, economic, and cultural 
ties. They also spoke by  tele-
phone on Jan. 21, in light of the 
criminal hostage incident in-
volving Japanese nationals at 
the hands of IsIL. Zarif strong-
ly  condemned  IsIL’s  act  and 
stated  Iran’s  full  support  for 
resolution of the incident. 

The 24th Islamic republic of 
Iran-Japan  Vice-Ministerial 
Consultation took place at the 
end of October in Tokyo. during 
this meeting a series of coop-
eration areas in political, eco-
nomic,  cultural  and  consular 
matters were discussed. In de-
cember, the 10th Japan-Islamic 
republic of Iran Human rights 
dialogue was held in Tokyo and 
the two sides discussed basic 
policies on human rights and 
exchanged views on legal issues 
as  well  as  cooperation  at  the 
u.N. during the same period, 
an  Iranian  delegation,  which 
included  the  Iranian  parlia-
ment’s  social  commission 
members, held talks with senior 
Japanese  officials  and  visited 
some  of  Japan’s  educational 
and  research  centers  and  ex-
changed views on issues related 
to natural disasters. In January 
the two countries also conclud-
ed  discussions  related  to  the 
extradition of detainees. Japan’s 
foreign minister and the Islam-
ic republic of Iran’s minister of 
justice  signed  a  treaty  for  the 
transfer of prisoners between 
Iran and Japan.

On  the  cultural  front,  a 
peace and friendship film fes-

tival  was  held  in  Tokyo  and 
movies  were  screened  in  the 
presence of famous Iranian ac-
tors, actresses and film direc-
tors.  a  seminar  for  the 
introduction of tourist attrac-
tions  in  Iran  was  also  orga-
nized  by  tourism-related 
entities, including a lecture in-
troducing the history of Irani-
an pottery.

Finally,  I  would  like  to  say 
that  there  exist  ample  un-
tapped  capacities  to  further 
develop  economic  coopera-
tion between Iran and Japan. I 
would also like to take this op-
portunity to bring to the atten-
tion  of  the  esteemed  readers 
that Iran enjoys splendid tour-
ist  attractions,  is  a  very  safe 
country  and  your  visit  to  my 
country will contribute to fur-
ther amity between Iran and 
Japan.

bolstering relations for peace, progress, security

masahiko KomURA
ChAiRmAN of JApAN-iRAN pARliAmeNtARiANs’ fRieNdship 
leAgUe

on the occasion of the 36th anniversary 
of the victory of the islamic Revolution of 
iran, i am pleased to express on behalf of 
myself and other members of the Japan-
iran parliamentarians’ friendship league 
my warmest congratulations and sincere 
best wishes to the members of the parlia-
ment and government, as well as the 
friendly people of iran.

i hope the ongoing talks between the iranian delega-
tion and the eU 3+3 group, concerning the nuclear 
issue, will conclude successfully and pave the way for 
further bolstering of cooperation between our two 
countries as well as strengthening international peace 
and prosperity.

Parliamentary group fosters 
bolster peace and prosperity

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
supreme leader of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran

Located in Shiraz, on the northern shore of the Khoshk River in the Fars province of Iran, Eram Garden is a historic Persian garden 
built during the middle of the 19th century and designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site. embAssy of iRAN

Hafezieh, the Tomb of Hafez, in Shiraz in Iran’s Fars province, 
designed by French architect and archaeologist Andre Godard, 
was built in 1935 in memory of the celebrated Persian poet 
Hafez (1315-1390). embAssy of iRAN

President of Iran Hassan Rouhani (left) and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe shake hands at a summit 
meeting on Sept. 23 on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New York.  embAssy of 
iRAN

Hassan Rouhani 
president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran
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