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Kuwait national day

Abdul-Rahman Humood Al-
Otaibi
AmbAssAdOR Of KuwAit

The  state  of  Kuwait  and  its 
people celebrate on this day 
two  national 
occasions:  the 
54th  anniver-
sary  of  Inde-
pendence and 
the 24th anni-
versary of Lib-
eration  of  the 
state of Kuwait 
from the brutal Iraqi invasion. 
On my behalf and on behalf of 
my fellow Kuwaiti citizens re-
siding in Japan, I am honored 
to  extend  my  heartfelt  con-
gratulations and blessings to 
His  Highness  sheikh  sabah 
al-ahmad al-Jaber al-sabah, 
amir  of  the  state  of  Kuwait, 
and  His  Highness  Crown 
Prince  sheikh  nawaf  al-ah-
mad al-Jaber al-sabah.

It is also my honor to convey 
to  Their  Majesties  emperor 
akihito and empress Michiko 
and to the entirety of the hon-
orable Imperial family, sincere 
greetings  from  sheikh  sabah 
and sheikh nawaf, along with 
best wishes for constant good 
health, bliss and longevity, and 

to the people of Japan’s further 
progress and prosperity.

The  relations  between  the 
state of Kuwait and Japan have 
been witnessing steady prog-
ress and growth on all levels, 
in clear realization of the mu-
tual agreements reached dur-
ing the state visit to Japan by 
sheikh sabah in March 2012, 
and  successively,  the  official 
visit to the state of Kuwait by 
H.e.  Prime  Minister  shinzo 
abe in august 2013, in parallel 
with  other  reciprocal  official 
visits between our countries. 

bilateral  commercial  and 
economic exchanges between 
our countries reached a signif-
icant  number.  However,  our 
aspirations for these relations 
are greater than what has been 
achieved  so  far,  especially 
given both sides share a com-
mon intent to further strength-
en  cooperation  in  cultural, 
scientific  and  technological 
fields.

In fact, the state of Kuwait 
has  taken  several  necessary 
steps to help Japanese inves-
tors find favorable grounds to 
invest  in  the  country  and  to 
benefit from our government’s 
ambitious national develop-
ment Plan. among these steps, 

easing the requirements of the 
offset  program  that  was  a 
stumbling  block  not  just  to 
Japanese companies, but also 
to other international compa-
nies as well. Kuwait also eased 
the tendering procedures for 
megaprojects.  Moreover,  in 
order  to  promote  foreign  in-
vestments in the state of Ku-
wait,  the  government 
established the Kuwait direct 
Investment  Promotion  au-
thority  under  Law  116/2013. 
Its goal is improving the over-

all  investment climate in the 
country,  fostering  competi-
tiveness  and  encouraging 
more  engagement  in  value-
added investment opportuni-
ties by both local and foreign 
investors.

Last year saw an important 
milestone on the political track 
record  of  the  state  of  Kuwait 
when the u.n. awarded sheikh 
sabah  the  honorable  title  of 
“Humanitarian  Leader”  and 
proclaimed Kuwait an “Inter-
national humanitarian Center.” 

This proclamation is the culmi-
nation  of  the  amir’s  efforts 
throughout his forty-year po-
litical and diplomatic career.

since His Highness took the 
helm in January 2006, he has 
been  among  the  first  to  re-
spond to humanitarian crises 
wherever  they  occurred 
around the world, chaired var-
ious humanitarian conferenc-
es and gave direct instructions 
to  provide  numerous  emer-
gency relief assistance. In par-
allel,  the  state  of  Kuwait  is 
home to dozens of charity or-
ganizations  known  for  their 
credibility,  engagement  and 
activity  in  many  areas  and 
countries around the world.

This path, which the state of 
Kuwait  has  been  following 
since  its  independence  and 
accession to the u.n., shall al-
ways be a constant pillar of its 
foreign policy as it is based on 
the  belief  that  humanitarian 
aid  should  be  provided  to 
every country in need regard-
less of any geographical, reli-
gious  or  ethnic  limits.  It 
emerges  from  our  country’s 
conviction in the importance 
of  international  partnership 
and in unifying and promoting 
international efforts  in order 

to  preserve  and  safeguard 
human life.

The  state  of  Kuwait  has 
translated these main beliefs 
into fact, based upon which it 
has kept pace with numerous 
changes,  and  by  developing 
and modernizing the methods 
of delivering assistance, it has 
helped clear countless obsta-
cles arising in this regard. His 
Highness the late amir sheikh 
Jaber al-ahmad al-sabah’s ini-
tiative to abrogate interests on 
soft loans provided to a num-
ber of developing and under-
developed  countries,  and 
which was announced at the 
43rd session of the u.n. Gen-
eral assembly in 1988, became 
a  precedent  in  international 
humanitarian work. 

sheikh sabah has been fol-
lowing  the  same  approach 
since he took over the reins of 
leadership  on  Jan.  29,  2006. 
This  led  to  the  steadfast  in-
crease of Kuwait’s humanitar-
ian initiatives, among which I 
would like to mention a few:

at  the  fourth  Islamic  eco-
nomic Forum held in Kuwait 
from april 29 to May 1, 2008, 
His Highness ordered the es-
tablishment of the decent Life 
Fund and the state of Kuwait 

contributed $100 million to the 
fund’s  capital  to  address  the 
negative  effects  of  the  world 
food crisis on underdeveloped 
countries. Prior to that, sheikh 
sabah announced Kuwait’s do-
nation of $150 million in sup-
port  of  a  program  financing 
scientific  research  related  to 
energy, environment and cli-

mate change. 
On Jan. 29, 2009, at the first 

conference of the arab summit 
for economic and social de-
velopment that was held in Ku-
wait,  His  Highness  launched 
an initiative for supporting and 
encouraging small and medi-
um  enterprises  based  on 

supporting global humanitarian causes
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I would like to 
extend my sin-
cere congratu-
lations  on  the 
occasion of the 
national day of 
Kuwait.

It  is  with 
great  pleasure 
that  we  see  the  relationship 
between  Kuwait  and  Japan 
deepening at various levels in 
recent  years.  In  2013,  Prime 
Minister  shinzo  abe  visited 
Kuwait and had meetings with 
H.H. Crown Prince of the state 
of Kuwait sheikh nawaf al-ah-
mad  al-Jaber  al-sabah  and 
H.e.  Prime  Minister  of  the 
state  of  Kuwait  sheikh  Jaber 

al-Mubarak  al-Hamad  al-
sabah during his stay  in Ku-
wait. The two sides shared the 
view that they would construct 
a  “comprehensive  partner-
ship.” Prime Minister abe di-
rectly paid tribute to Kuwait’s 
generous support in the after-
math of the Great east Japan 
earthquake. I believe the ges-
ture by abe, who was the first 
Japanese  prime  minister  to 
visit Kuwait in six years, added 
momentum to deepen our bi-
lateral relations.

also,  parliamentary  ex-
changes have been deepening. 
Last  March,  members  of  the 
Kuwait-Japan  Parliamentary 
Friendship  League  visited 
Japan and participated in the 
events on the third anniversa-
ry  of  the  Great  east  Japan 
earthquake  along  with  Their 
Majesties emperor akihito and 

empress Michiko. It was a great 
opportunity  to  convey,  from 
Japanese parliamentarians to 
their Kuwait counterparts, our 
appreciation for Kuwait’s gen-
erous support such as supply-
ing train cars for the Minami 
sanriku railway in Iwate Pre-
fecture that touched Japanese 
people’s hearts.

among the Gulf countries, 
we  place  special  importance 
on  the  relationship  with  the 
national assembly of the state 
of Kuwait, which embraces a 
democratic  election  system 
and  encourages  female  par-
ticipation, and we will further 
promote such exchanges be-
tween our assemblies.

In addition, Kuwait is current-
ly  proceeding  with  large-scale 
infrastructure  development 
projects based on its national de-
velopment plan and an expecta-

tion for Japanese investment and 
technical  cooperation  is  rising 
accordingly. Last October, H.e. 
Hind sabeeh al-sabeeh, minis-
ter of social affairs and labor and 
state minister of planning and 
development, who is in charge 
of this plan, visited Japan, and 
Japanese firms showed high in-
terest in it. also, it is a welcome 
indication that Kuwait is easing 
conditions of  its counter-trade 
offset program regarding invest-
ments.

as such governmental and 
parliamentary  bilateral  rela-
tions develop, business inter-
est  regarding  Kuwait’s 
national  development  plan 
will expand as well. I sincerely 
hope the cooperation between 
Kuwait and Japan will further 
deepen at multiple levels, not 
only in the energy sector, but 
also in various fields.

growing government, business ties

u.n. Secretary general Ban Ki-moon pays tribute to the amir of 
the State of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah al-ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah 
in September, 2014. embAssY Of KuwAit

Liberation tower rises above the skyline of Kuwait City. embAssY Of KuwAit

Crown prince of the State of 
Kuwait Sheikh nawaf al-
ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah

amir of the State of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah al-ahmad 
al-Jaber al-Sabah
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Kuwait national day

Skyscrapers (right) and the Souq Sharq Mall are among the 
major attractions in Kuwait.  embassy of kuwait

yasushi kimura
Chairman, Japan-kuwait soCiety

on this auspicious oc-
casion of the 54th na-
tional Day of the state 
of kuwait, i am 
pleased to offer on 
behalf of the mem-
bers of the Japan-ku-
wait society our 
sincerest greetings 

and congratulations to his highness 
amir of kuwait sheikh sabah al-ah-
mad al-Jaber al-sabah; his highness 
Crown prince sheikh nawwaf al-ah-
mad al-Jaber al-sabah; his highness 
prime minister sheikh Jaber al-
mubarak al-ahmad al-sabah; and 
his excellency abdul-rahman al-
otaibi, ambassador of kuwait to 
Japan, as well as to the friendly peo-
ple of kuwait.

ever since Japan and kuwait es-
tablished diplomatic relations in 
1961, the two countries have made 
every possible effort to cultivate a 
close friendship, as wells as econom-
ic ties. as the proverb has it that a 
friend in need is a friend indeed, the 
close ties between Japan and kuwait 
proved it true, particularly when 
Japan helped liberate kuwait from 

iraq by donating $13 billion and sup-
porting restoration efforts by send-
ing minesweepers. another example 
of this friendship was seen when ku-
wait helped Japan recover from the 
unprecedented disaster in the after-
math of 2011’s Great east Japan 
earthquake by donating 5 million bar-
rels of crude oil.

we are pleased to see exchanges 
of our uppermost influential figures 
coming to prominence with his high-
ness the amir visiting tokyo in march 
2012, and Japan’s prime minister 
shinzo abe visiting kuwait in august 
2013, bringing the two countries clos-
er than ever. 

in terms of recent economic coop-
eration, two memorandums on trans-
portation and public works were 
signed between Japan and kuwait 
last october, in conformity with the 
principles specified in the Joint state-
ment made at the time of abe’s visit 
to kuwait. those two memorandums 
of cooperation were exchanged in 
tokyo between h.e. minister of state 
for Development and planning and 
minister of social affairs and Labour 
hind al-sabeeh and Japan’s minister 
of Land, infrastructure, transport and 
tourism akihiro ohta. 

while in Japan, h.e. al-sabeeh at-

tended a seminar on the investment 
environment in kuwait organized by 
keidanren. she appealed to Japa-
nese business leaders for investment 
in kuwait by way of participation in 
its “upcoming second mid-range 
national Development plan,” stress-
ing that her country was enthusiastic 
about improving its investment envi-
ronment. as a vice president of 
keidanren, i was present at the semi-
nar and saw the strong desire and ex-
pectations kuwait has for Japanese 
cooperation throughout the process 
of its development projects.

elsewhere, the Japanese-kuwaiti 
businessmen’s Committee has met 
almost every year alternately in 
tokyo and kuwait since 1995 to ex-
change views and discuss economic 
and technological cooperation. to 
date, the committee has met 19 
times, the latest of which took place 
in kuwait in february, with more than 
80 representatives attending from 
both countries. these activities are 
expected to generate an elevated 
level of economic and industrial co-
operation between our nations.

the year 2014 witnessed tangible 
utilization of kuwait’s contributions 
for reconstruction in the earthquake-
stricken tohoku area of Japan. in 

april, the sanriku railway resumed 
full operations after more than three 
years of partial suspension caused 
by the 2011 earthquake and tsunami. 
the recommencement came to real-
ization thanks to the huge amount of 
kuwaiti support that enabled the 
railway to purchase eight new train 
cars. at the ceremony celebrating 
the resumption of train operations, 
ambassador al-otaibi, who was in-
vited as guest of honor, received 
thunderous applause from local in-
habitants who had gathered at the 
ceremony site.

behind the excellent official rela-
tions, the Japan-kuwait society has 
laid the groundwork for academic 
and cultural exchanges over the past 
50 years. with cultural and arab-is-
lamic subjects as a focal point, we 
will keep doing our best to promote 
friendly relations and mutual under-
standings between our people.

Last, but not least, i would like to 
offer my sincerest appreciation to 
ambassador al-otaibi for his amaz-
ingly powerful efforts to enhance 
friendly relations between our two 
nations. hoping that our excellent re-
lations further develop, i pray for the 
prosperity and progress of kuwait 
and its peace-loving people.

mutual economic cooperation, cultural exchanges lead to friendly relationship

exploiting available local re-
sources of goods and servic-
es with an estimated capital 
of $2 billion. Kuwait provided 
$500 million to this develop-
ment  initiative.  during  the 
same summit, His Highness 
announced  the  donation  of 
$34  million  to  cover  the 
needs  of  the  u.n.  relief 
agency  for  Palestine  refu-
gees (unrWa), as well as a 
donation  of  $200  million  to 
the Palestinian authority.

at  the  donors  Conference 
for the reconstruction of east 
sudan  that  was  convened  in 
Kuwait on dec. 1 and 2, 2010, 
a contribution of $500 million 
was announced by Kuwait to 
finance infrastructure projects 
and services in east sudan. 

In July 2012, in his remarks 
at the african union summit, 
His Highness announced that 
Kuwait  would  shoulder  the 
costs  of  equipping  the  new 
headquarters  of  the  General 
Commission  of  the  african 
union in the ethiopian capital 
addis ababa. 

at the opening ceremony of 
the first summit of the asian 
Cooperation dialogue held in 
Kuwait from Oct. 15 to 17, 2012, 
sheikh  sabah  donated  $300 
million  to  finance  develop-
ment  projects  in  non-arab 
asian countries.

When  Kuwait  hosted  the 
third arab-african summit in 
november 2013, His Highness 
instructed the Kuwait Fund for 
economic  development  to 
offer soft loans totaling $1 bil-
lion to african countries over 
the  following  five  years. 
sheikh sabah also announced 
that  the  state  of  Kuwait  in-
tends  to  earmark  an  annual 
financial award of $1 million, 
in the name of the late dr. ab-
dulrahman al-sumait, focus-
ing on development research 
in africa. 

In March 2009, the state of 

Kuwait announced a donation 
of $200 million to the Palestin-
ian authority through the Gaza 
reconstruction  Program, 
while  it  has  previously  ex-
pressed its pledge of providing 
$300 million in support of the 
Palestinian  authority  during 
the donors Conference held in 
Paris in december 2007. addi-
tionally,  based  on  an  agree-
ment  signed  with  the  World 
bank in november 2012, Ku-
wait contributed $50 million to 
the  Palestinian  reform  and 
development  Program 
(PrdP).  In  July  2014,  Kuwait 
also provided a donation of $10 
million  in  assistance  to  the 
brotherly Palestinians. 

Furthermore,  the  state  of 
Kuwait has rushed to the relief 
of countries devastated by nat-
ural disasters such as bangla-

desh,  when  it  was  hit  by 
Cyclone sidr, to which it pro-
vided $10 million. In the after-
math of the devastating Great 
east  Japan  earthquake  in 

March  2011,  the  state  of  Ku-
wait donated 5 million barrels 
of  crude  oil  —  equivalent  to 
two days of Kuwait’s daily oil 
production.  In  2012,  it  also 
contributed $250,000 to sup-
port the victims of the earth-
quake  that  hit  Turkey,  in 
addition to providing $10 mil-
lion to the people of the Philip-
pines  affected  by  Typhoon 
Haiyan.

Moreover, amid deteriorat-
ing  humanitarian  conditions 
in syria during the past three 
years, and in response to u.n. 
secretary  General  ban  Ki-
moon’s appeal, the state of Ku-
wait  hosted  the  first  and 
second International Human-
itarian  Pledging  Conference 
for syria in January 2013 and 
2014 respectively. Total pledg-
es announced at the meetings 
amounted  to  $3.8  billion,  of 
which  Kuwait  contributed 
$800 million delivered in full 
to  u.n.  specialized  agencies 
and humanitarian-related in-
ternational  and  non-govern-
mental organizations. Kuwait 
will also host the third Pledging 

Conference on March 31, 2015, 
in response to a request by the 
u.n. secretary-General.

I would also like to refer to 
the government of Kuwait’s de-
cision  in  2008  to  allocate  10 
percent of the overall human-
itarian  aid  that  Kuwait  pro-
vides to countries affected by 
natural or man-made disasters 
to the u.n. and its humanitar-
ian-related specialized agen-
cies,  thus  solidifying  its 
willingness to support the hu-
manitarian role of the u.n. Ku-
wait also announced in 2014 
that it was doubling its annual 
voluntary contribution to the 
u.n.  Central  emergency  re-
sponse  Fund  (CerF)  from 
$500,000 to $1 million.

The  Kuwait  Fund  for  arab 
economic development, con-
sidered one of  the oldest de-
velopment  institutions  after 
being established in 1961, has 
provided loans exceeding $17 
billion throughout  its history 
benefitting  103  countries  in 
every part of the world.

In conclusion, as I reflect on 
the  words  of  sheikh  sabah, 

“The acts of benevolence and 
philanthropy are inherent val-
ues in the hearts of the Kuwaiti 
people,”  I  am  bound  to  em-
phasize the humane similari-
ties between the Kuwaiti and 
Japanese people. Japan’s lead-
ing  contributions  over  de-
cades  in  support  of 
humanitarian causes around 
the  globe  have  been  of  out-
standing generosity aimed at 
saving lives, alleviating suffer-
ing  and  maintaining  human 
dignity.  These  shared  values 
between both countries have 
been the cornerstone of their 
half  century-long  strong 
friendship  and  comprehen-
sive partnership. 

In  a  world  where  humani-
tarian needs are ever increas-
ing,  every  member  of  the 
international community faces 
a historical, moral, humanitar-
ian  and  legal  responsibility 
that requires us all to combine 
our efforts and work continu-
ously toward saving lives, pre-
serving  human  dignity  and 
safeguarding  international 
peace and security.

strong ally in 
peace, welfare
Continued froM page 4
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