Bulgaria national day

Important link between Europe and Asia

Geori Vassilev
AMBASSADOR OF BULGARIA

On the occasion of the Nation-
al Day of the Republic of Bul-
garia on March 3, it is my
honour and
privilege to ad-
dress the es-
teemed readers
of The Japan
Times, as well
as all Bulgarian
nationals resid-
ing in Japan
and to convey to everyone my
most sincere wishes for contin-
ued health, prosperity, happi-
ness and peace.

Bulgaria has always been at
a crossroads of different peo-
ples, cultures and religions as it
occupies a strategic geograph-
ical position in Southeast Eu-
rope and the wider Black Sea
region. Bulgaria has preserved
its rich history and traditions
while focusing on moderniza-
tion and innovation in all fields
of life, being a responsible and
active participant in the inter-
national community and fulfill-
ing its duties as an EU and
NATO member. In today’s glo-
balized world, the potential of
countries like Bulgaria to con-

AP

The Presidential office (righ

t), the atinal Assembly (center)

and the Council of Ministers of the Republic of

Bulgaria EMBASSY OF BULGARIA

tribute to resolving major glob-
alissues and threats should not
be overlooked.

Today our efforts are focused
on transforming Bulgaria into
an important cultural, produc-
tion and logistics hub and a key
energy transit centre. It should
come as no surprise that half of
the 10 Pan-European transpor-
tation corridors pass through
our territory. EU membership,
good infrastructure and com-
munications, favourable busi-
ness conditions, including a
low corporate tax of 10 percent,
have established Bulgaria as an
important bridge between Eu-
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rope and Asia, welcoming po-
tential investors interested in
accessing the vast European
market, as well as those of
Southeast Europe, the Middle
East, North Africa and Central
Asia. Its diverse historical and
cultural heritage and breathtak-
ing nature make Bulgaria a very
popular tourist destination,
providing excellent year-round
opportunities for leisure and
recreation at its seaside, moun-
tain and hot spring resorts.
Relations between Bulgaria
and Japan have a long history,
adynamic present and a prom-
ising future. We enjoy close
friendly relations in the politi-
cal, economic and -cultural
fields, as well as very active peo-
ple-to-people contacts. Our re-
lationship is based on shared
common values and ideals, as
well as close positions on major
international issues. This cre-
ates a stable foundation and
provides new opportunities to
deepen and strengthen our re-
lationship, not only on a bilat-
eral basis, but also within the
comprehensive framework of
the EU-Japan strategic partner-
ship. We are happy to see an
ever-increasing number of joint
projects between Bulgarian and

Japanese municipalities, uni-
versities, schools, NPOs and
cultural organizations.

Bulgaria will always be grate-
ful for the valuable and gener-
ous support Japan hasrendered
tousin the period of our transi-
tion to a democratic system and
a market economy.

We now enter a new stage in
Bulgaria-Japan relations. The
excellent traditions in our bilat-
eral ties motivate us to exert
even more effort toward
strengthening the friendship
between our countries and
people amid the development
of wider cooperation. These
areas of collaboration include
investment, trade, science,
technology, culture, electron-
ics, information technology,
biotechnology, organic agricul-
ture, automotive, tourism, fi-
nancial services, logistics,
outsourcing, infrastructure
projects and many more.

The commemoration of the
55th anniversary of the re-es-
tablishment of diplomatic rela-
tions in 2014 was marked by an
official visit to Japan by Bulgar-
ian Vice President Margarita
Popova in May, resulting in a
fruitful diplomatic exchange.
This gave strong impetus to our
overall cooperation and con-
tributed significantly to outlin-
ing new possibilities for
expanding relations between
our two countries.

In conclusion, on this great
day for all Bulgarians, I would
like to express my deepest re-
spect and cordial greetings to
Their Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, the
members of the Imperial fam-
ily, the Japanese government
and the people of Japan and all
those who contributed to the
development of the friendly re-
lations between Bulgaria and
Japan.

Firmly committed to further development of friendly bilateral relations

Koichi Kishi
PRESIDENT, JAPAN-BULGARIA PARLIAMENTARY
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

On behalf of the Japan-
Bulgaria Friendship As-
sociation of the House of
Councillors, | would like
to express my heartiest
congratulations on the
National Day of the Re-
public of Bulgaria.
Bulgaria and Japan
have maintained good relations and
there have been regular exchanges be-
tween the House of Councillors and the

Bulgarian National Assembly for many
years. The Bulgarian Ambassador to
Japan, H.E. Georgi Vassilev, has been
especially active in developing this bi-
lateral relationship.

Last year, celebrating the 55th anni-
versary of the reestablishment of dip-
lomatic relations between our
countries, we had the honor to wel-
come H.E. Margarita Popova, vice
president of Bulgaria in May. While
our association’s visit to Bulgaria was
postponed last year, we are hoping to
reschedule soon.

It is my great honor to have been
conferred the Bulgarian State Order

Madara Horseman by the President of
Bulgaria, H.E. Rosen Plevneliev. The
members of the Japan-Bulgaria Friend-
ship Association are fully resolved to
make further efforts for the develop-
ment of friendly relations between the
two countries.

It was a great pity that Bulgarian
sumo wrestler Kotooshu, who had
been “ozeki,” the second-highest rank,
for nearly eight years, retired in March.
He greatly contributed to the friendship
of both countries, and | appreciate his
endeavors.

Finally, | wish the Republic of Bulgar-
ia continued success and prosperity.

me

Congratulations

to the people of the Republic of Bulgaria
on their National Day

I-Thk Qggb I
-t pER

BAEEE R R R BRON SR
[#oB¥8L 4508

Meiji Co., Ltd.

[#oBFEL 4508




