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I am privileged and honored 
to greet all the friendly people 
of Japan on the 
happy  occa-
sion  of  the 
eighth  repub-
lic  day  of 
Nepal. I extend 
sincere thanks 
to  The  Japan 
Times for kind-
ly taking the initiative in bring-
ing out a special supplement 
to mark this important occa-
sion,  despite  the  decision  of 
the government of Nepal not 
to celebrate National day this 
year as a mark of respect to the 
thousands of people who died, 
were  injured  and  lost  their 
homes  in  the  devastating 
earthquake that hit Nepal on 
april 25.

On this auspicious and his-
toric day, which marks the sys-

temic change from a monarchy 
to a republican order in 2008, 
I take it as my bounden duty 
to first extend sincere felicita-
tions  to  Their  Majesties  Em-
peror  akihito  and  Empress 
Michiko, h.E. Prime Minister 
shinzo abe and h.E. Minister 
for  Foreign  affairs  Fumio 
Kishida for their most valuable 
contributions  in  further  en-
hancing  the  excellent  ties  of 
friendship  and  cooperation 
that so happily exist between 
Nepal and Japan.

almost nine thousand peo-
ple were killed and around sev-
enteen thousand were injured 
in  the  deadly  earthquake. 
around  eight  hundred  thou-
sand  houses  and  structures, 
including government build-
ings, schools and colleges were 
destroyed or damaged. We are 
saddened that so many mas-
terpieces of historical, cultural, 
archaeological  and  religious 
value, including those listed as 

uNEsCO World heritage sites, 
bore the brunt of the powerful 
earthquake. We need substan-
tial international cooperation 
to  restore  them  to  their  past 
glory. The earthquake also trig-
gered avalanches in the hima-
layas,  killing  or  wounding 
many climbers.

despite our severe setbacks 
in  term  of  human  casualties 
and loss of property, we have 
been  encouraged  by  the  im-
mediate  response  from  the 
government of Japan to help 
mitigate the consequences of 
this tragedy. It provided rescue 
and medical teams in addition 
to  emergency  grant  aid  and 
supplies of relief materials. We 
also thank the National diet, 
political  parties,  prefectures, 
cities,  academic  institutions, 
social and cultural organiza-
tions and individuals for their 
valuable cooperation.

Nepal and Japan enjoy the 
best of ties on both the govern-

ment and social levels. Japan 
is one of our most valuable de-
velopment  partners,  having 
contributed to Nepal`s social 
and  economic  development 
for over 45 years in areas under 
the  three  priority  sectors  of 
poverty alleviation; infrastruc-
ture  development;  and  de-
mocracy and good governance. 
It has also supported Nepal in 
its peace process and elections 
for the second Constituent as-
sembly held on Nov. 19, 2013. 
The  two  countries  will  soon 
celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplo-
matic relations, reflecting on 
our  past  achievements  and 
planning new activities to re-
inforce  our  mutually  benefi-
cial  ties  of  friendship  and 
cooperation. 

an  immense  degree  of 
goodwill governs our bilateral 
ties as these go back beyond 
the  sixth  century  when  the 
principles of peace, compas-

sion and fraternity as taught 
by  Lord  Buddha,  who  was 
born  in  Lumbini,  Nepal, 
reached  Japan.  his  Majesty 
shomu, the 45th emperor, em-
braced Buddhism by abdicat-
ing his throne in 749, signaling 
a  landmark  in  relations  be-
tween the two countries. We 
chose Japan as the first coun-
try to dispatch our first batch 
of eight students for overseas 
study  in  1902.  In  modern 
times,  Japanese  volunteers 
have gone to various parts of 
Nepal to promote friendship 
and cooperation.

Frequent  visits  have  been 
the hallmark of our relations 
in recent years. The hon. Min-
ister  for  Foreign  affairs  Ma-
hendra Bahadur Pandey was 
in Japan in October last year 
and again in March. We look 
forward to having greater ex-
changes at higher levels in fu-
ture.  There  are  a  number  of 
areas where we can cooperate 
on  a  win-win  basis.  The  BP 
Koirala road that connects the 
Kathmandu  Valley  to  the 
southern part of Nepal, which 
was started as a flagship proj-
ect under Japanese grant as-
sistance,  has  commenced 
operations. Nepal invites the 
Japanese private sector to in-
vest in Nepal in areas such as 
hydroelectricity, tourism, in-
frastructure,  agriculture  and 
medicinal and cosmetic herbs, 
for our mutual benefit and to 
take advantage of the changed 
atmosphere  that  prevails  in 
our country.

The growth in the number 
of Nepalese diaspora in Japan 
is one of the most prominent 
features of our bilateral rela-
tions. I  take this opportunity 

to greet our people on this im-
portant  occasion  and  call 
upon them to make the best 
possible contributions to the 
development of Japan and fur-

ther  enhance  the  mutually 
friendly relations that exist be-
tween our two countries.

While the number of Japa-
nese companies in Nepal has 
gone up, opening new possi-
bilities of greater Japanese in-
vestment  in  the  future,  we 
have 42,346 people in Japan as 
of  dec.  31,  2014.  This  is  the 
largest  number  from  south 
asia  and  our  entrepreneurs 
and  professionals  have  con-
tributed  both  to  the  local 
economy  and  promotion  of 
the  development  of  Nepal. 
The number of students com-
ing to Japan has also increased 
significantly.  The  time  has 
now come for our diaspora to 
play a catalytic role in facilitat-

ing  greater  Japanese  invest-
ment in Nepal.

With  these  words,  may  I 
greet  all  the  readers  of  The 
Japan Times on the auspicious 
occasion of our republic day 
and invite them to visit Nepal 
to  enjoy  breathtaking  land-
scape; eight of the world`s tall-
est peaks, including the highest 
in  Mount  sagarmatha  (Ever-
est); world-renowned heritage 
sites,  including  Lumbini,  the 
sacred birthplace of Lord Bud-
dha; exquisite flora and fauna; 
and a friendly people with their 
own  special  culture.  Let  me 
once  again  thank  The  Japan 
Times for bringing out a special 
supplement with a view toward 
promoting our bilateral ties.

Working closely to overcome tragedy, foster relations
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