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Philippine national day

Benigno S. Aquino III
PreSIdent of the rePuBlIc of the PhIlIPPIneS

My warmest greetings to my fellow filipinos and the Philip-
pines’ friends and partners in Japan, as we celebrate the 117th 
Anniversary of the Proclamation of Philippine Independence. 

this year’s commemoration assumes great significance, as 
the Philippines celebrates its emergence as one of Asia’s fast-
est growing economies. challenges remain, but improving 
economic indicators, rising international confidence and the 
continued optimism of the filipino people leave no doubt that 
the Philippines has inexorably shifted to a sustainable and dy-
namic path toward inclusive growth.

Japan figures prominently in this revitalized chapter of our 
history. our friendship, which is founded on respect and 
shared interest in key regional issues, has been further 
strengthened by my state visit to Japan earlier this month. 
the Japanese people’s enduring regard and the faith of Japa-
nese business and industry all complement our official en-
gagement, providing an unshakable foundation on which our 
relations will thrive in the coming years.

the Philippines is well on its way toward becoming a mod-
ern and prosperous state. I am confident that our bilateral Stra-
tegic Partnership will continue to bolster this growth and serve 
our common desire to advance peace, prosperity and the rule 
of law within our nations, the larger region and beyond.

Moving forward on path 
of inclusive growth for all

Manuel M. lopez
AMBASSAdor of the PhIlIPPIneS

Today, a rising 
and  grateful 
P h i l i p p i n e s 
celebrates  117 
years of nation-
hood.

On  June  12, 
1898, the Philip-
pine  flag  was 
unfurled before the Filipino na-
tion and the world, marking the 
beginning of our people’s jour-
ney to self-determination. That 
path has proven to be an ardu-
ous  one,  yet  the  Filipino’s 
strength of spirit and kind hearts 
have always shone through and 
conquered all odds.

The Philippines is now at an 
important point in its journey 
as nation. The administration 
of  H.e.  President  Benigno  S. 
aquino  iii  has  resolutely 
steered  the  nation  onto  the 
daang matuwíd (straight path), 
which brought the Philippines’ 
democratic heritage and an un-
remitting commitment to good 

governance to bear on the drive 
toward national development 
and inclusive growth.

This  philosophy  of  gover-
nance has empowered the Fili-
pino people, and the results have 
been  outstanding.  The  Philip-
pines now rides a sustained wave 
of  unsurpassed  economic 
growth, stability and internation-
al confidence. Over the last five 
years, growth has averaged 6.3 
percent, making the Philippines 
one  of  the  fastest  growing  na-
tions  in  the  world.  Our  strong 
economic fundamentals and ro-
bust  fiscal  position  are  con-
firmed by the investment-grade 
ratings and further upgrades as-
signed  by  Standard  &  Poor’s, 
Fitch ratings, Moody’s investor 
Service and the Japan Credit rat-
ing agency.

With  this  backing,  it’s  no 
wonder that in 2014, foreign di-
rect investment into the Philip-
pines  reached  a  new  high  of 
$6.2  billion.  But  even  as  the 
Philippines’ attractiveness is at 
its highest, President aquino’s 
government is working hard to 

further boost competitiveness 
and further secure the founda-
tion for future growth.

Japan, our Strategic Partner 
in asia, has done much to fuel 
the  Philippines’  rise  and  will 
continue to be our most impor-
tant  regional  partner  in  the 
years to come. 

Japan’s  special  position  in 
the  Philippines’  success  was 
evident between June 2 and 5, 
when President aquino was re-
ceived  as  a  state  guest  by  the 
government of Japan. President 
aquino was warmly welcomed 
by  Their  Majesties  emperor 
akihito and empress Michiko, 
who  graciously  held  a  state 
banquet in his honor. The pres-
ident  and  Prime  Minister 
Shinzo abe also held a summit 
meeting, the outcome of which 
promises to inaugurate a new 
era  in  bilateral  relations.  The 
president  also  delivered  a 
much-lauded address before a 
joint  session  of  the  diet,  met 
with key government and busi-
ness officials and commemo-
rated Philippine national day 

with the Filipino community in 
Japan.

That visit resulted in the Joint 
declaration on “a Strengthened 
Strategic  Partnership  for  ad-
vancing the Shared Principles 
and  Goals  of  Peace,  Security, 
and Growth in the region and 

Beyond”  and  an  action  plan 
mapping  out  initiatives  de-
signed to further fortify the re-
lationship.

The state visit was an occa-
sion for the Philippines to thank 
Japan for its full and sustained 
support for Philippine develop-
ment  and  in  advancing  the 
cause for lasting peace in Min-
danao. More importantly, it was 
an occasion to renew the long-
standing  friendship  between 
our peoples. Over 222,000 Fili-
pinos  live  in  Japan.  in  2014, 
184,204 Filipino tourists visited 

this country, posting the high-
est growth in aSean tourism to 
Japan, at 70 percent. Japanese 
tourists rose to 463,744 in 2014, 
and  record-breaking  arrivals 
are on the horizon.

as the Philippines celebrates 
117 years of its foundation, and 
as both countries approach the 
60th anniversary of diplomatic 
relations  in  2016,  we  thank 
Japan for building with us one 
of  the  strongest  relations  and 
most  dynamic  and  mutually 
beneficial  economic  partner-
ships asia has ever seen.

the Philippines and 
Japan: rising together

On  June  4,  Prime  Minister 
Shinzo abe held a meeting with 
President of the republic of the 
Philippines Benigno S. aquino 
iii, who was on a visit to Japan as 
a state guest, at the Government 
Guesthouse. The outline of the 
meeting is as follows.

as outcomes of  the summit 
meeting,  the  following  docu-
ments were issued: “Japan-Phil-
ippines  Joint  declaration:  a 
Strengthened Strategic Partner-
ship for advancing the Shared 
Principles and Goals of Peace, 
Security, and Growth in the re-
gion and Beyond;” “action Plan 
for Strengthening of the Strategic 
Partnership;” and “Cooperation 
roadmap for Quality infrastruc-
ture development in the Trans-
port  Sector  in  Metropolitan 
Manila area.”

Bilateral relations
•political, security relations 

noting that Japan will contin-
ue to promote initiatives under 
its  “Proactive  Contribution  to 
Peace,”  abe  explained  the  sig-
nificance of legislation for peace 
and security that was submitted 
to  the  diet  and  stated  that  he 
wants to further strengthen se-
curity cooperation with the Phil-
ippines against the backdrop of 
an increasingly severe security 
environment in asia. in this re-
gard, both leaders decided to ini-
tiate negotiations to conclude an 
agreement on the transfer of de-
fense equipment and technol-
ogy in order to promote defense 
cooperation in the areas of disas-
ter relief and maritime security. 
With regards to assistance for the 
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG), 
abe welcomed the signing of a 
contract for the construction and 

acquisition of patrol vessels and 
stated  that  the  government  of 
Japan wants to strengthen con-
sultations toward the further en-
hancement of maritime domain 
awareness of the PCG. 
•	mindanao peace process

abe expressed his support for
efforts by the government of the 
Philippines to secure enduring 
peace in Mindanao, and stated 
that the government of Japan will 
promote the Japan-Bangsamoro 
initiatives for reconstruction and 
development (J-Bird ii), in view 
of the establishment of a new au-
tonomous political entity.
•	Variety of exchanges

abe  stated  that  the  govern-
ment of Japan will steadily im-
plement  the  ‘‘Cooperation 
roadmap for Quality infrastruc-
ture development in the Trans-
port  Sector  in  Metropolitan 
Manila area,’’ which was agreed 
upon  this  time  to  further  pro-
mote trade and investment be-
tween both countries. abe also 
requested further efforts by the 

government of the Philippines to 
develop a business-friendly en-
vironment in the Philippines. in 
addition, abe stated that Japan 
intends  to  support  the  north-
South Commuter railway proj-
ect — with a total project cost of 
approximately ¥300 billion — by 
actively utilizing its finance and 
technologies. He also stated that 
Japan decided to provide assis-
tance of ¥34 billion for the Metro 
Manila Priority Bridges Seismic 
improvement  Project  and  the 
Project  for  davao  City  Bypass 
Construction. 

in  response,  aquino  stated 
that Japan’s assistance with its 
sophisticated technologies has 
been contributing to strengthen-
ing the infrastructure of the Phil-
ippines,  and  expressed  his 
gratitude for Japan’s support for 
each  project.  Both  leaders 
shared the view that in the run-
up to the 60th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations next year they 
will further promote exchanges 
between the two countries, in-

cluding  through  tourism,  the 
Japan-east asia network of ex-
change for Students and youths 
2015,  the  Wa  Project,  and  the 
Japan  exchange  and  Teaching 
Programme.

International issues
referring to land reclamation 
activities  in  the  South  China 
Sea, aquino expressed his grat-
itude for a statement issued at 
the  G7  Foreign  Minister’s 
meeting,  and  explained  that 
the  Philippines  is  seeking  a 
peaceful settlement of disputes 
under the rule of law, and the 
disputes  should  be  settled 
through diplomatic efforts. He 
also explained that the Philip-
pines is utilizing an arbitration 
procedure  to  settle  the  dis-
putes and is hoping that a code 
of conduct that is legally bind-
ing will be formulated. 

in response, abe stated that 
Japan  shares  deep  concern 
with the Philippines on unilat-
eral actions to change the sta-
tus quo, including large-scale 
land  reclamation  and  the 
building  of  outposts  in  the 
South  China  Sea.  abe  added 
that Japan will work together 
with other countries to achieve 
the rule of law, along with sup-
porting  the  utilization  of  the 
arbitration  procedure  by  the 
Philippines.

also, north Korea issues and  
cooperation  with  the  aPeC 
meeting  and  u.n.  Security 
Council  reform  were  dis-
cussed.

Information derived from the 
official website of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Japan

latest summit meeting charts new era in relationship

Philippine President Benigno S. Aquino III meets with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe on June 4 in Tokyo during his state visit to 
Japan. eMBASSy of the PhIlIPPIneS

Kenji Kosaka
PreSIdent, JAPAn-PhIlIPPIneS 
PArlIAMentArIAnS’ frIendShIP
leAgue

On  the  occa-
sion  of  the 
117th indepen-
dence  day  of 
the republic of 
the Philippines, 
i  would  like  to 
extend  my 
heartfelt  con-
gratulations to the government 
and people of the Philippines 
on behalf of the Japan-Philip-
pines Parliamentarians’ Friend-
ship League.

His  excellency  President 

Benigno  S.  aquino  iii  of  the 
republic  of  the  Philippines 
paid a state visit to Japan from 
June 2 to 5 at the invitation of 
the  Japanese  government. 
Their Majesties emperor aki-
hito and empress Michiko re-
ceived  the  president  at  the 
imperial  Palace,  holding  a 
welcome ceremony, state call 
and a state banquet in honor 
of aquino.

The president held a summit 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Shinzo abe, who also hosted a 
dinner  for him. His activities 
during  the  four-day  visit  in-
cluded an address to the diet, 
an address to a special session 
of  the  nikkei  Future  of  asia 

Conference and attending an 
economic forum in Tokyo on 
investments in the Philippines.

in recent years, Japan and the 
Philippines have enjoyed closer 
relations  than  ever,  and  i  am 
convinced that aquino’s latest 
visit to Japan significantly deep-
ened, and will continue to deep-
en, the bilateral relationship.

Members of the Japan-Phil-
ippines  Parliamentarians’ 
Friendship  League,  for  their 
part,  had  an  opportunity  to 
hold a meeting with the presi-
dent, exchanging opinions on 
subjects  of  interest  to  both 
sides.

Our  league  is  grateful  to 
President aquino — whose six-

year presidential term will ex-
pire  in  June  2016  —  for  his 
devotion  to  enhancing  the 
strategic partnership between 
Japan  and  the  Philippines.  i 
look  forward  to  seeing  the 
partnership expand further in 
the years ahead.

as this year marks the 70th 
year of the end of World War ii, 
i  am  pleased  to  acknowledge 
that Japan and the Philippines 
have  promoted  bilateral  rela-
tions  by  overcoming  difficult 
times.  The  Japan-Philippines 
Parliamentarians’  Friendship 
League remains committed to 
further strengthening the good 
relationship between Japan and 
the Philippines.

President’s state visit deepens partnership

President of the Republic of the Philippines Benigno S. Aquino III delivers a speech at the Diet on 
June 3 during his state visit to Japan. eMBASSy of the PhIlIPPIneS
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Philippine national day 

Toshiyuki Shiga
Chairman, Japan-philippineS 
eConomiC CooperaTion 
CommiTTee

as the represen-
tative of the Ja-
pan-Philippines 
economic  Co-
operation Com-
mittee, i would 
like to congratu-
late the repub-
lic  of  the 
Philippines on the occasion of 
the 117th anniversary of its in-
dependence.

under the strong leadership 
of President Benigno S. aquino 
iii, the Philippines has seen re-
markable economic develop-
ment over the past five years 
and  achieved  an  excellent 
growth  rate  worthy  of  note 

even among the high-growth 
community of aSean.

Comparing economic statis-
tics  in  fiscal  2011,  one  year 
after aquino assumed office, to 
those of last fiscal year, we see 
that  GdP  per  capita  stood  at 
$2,379 in fiscal 2011 and rose 
to  $2,865  in  fiscal  2014.  The 
GdP growth rate also jumped 
from 3.6 percent to 6.1 percent. 
Total exports from the Philip-
pines expanded from $48.3 bil-
lion  to  $61.8  billion  over  the 
same period, while Philippine 
exports to Japan increased dra-
matically from ¥712.1 billion to 
¥1.076 trillion.

Since taking office, the pres-
ident has adopted the slogan of
“if no one is corrupt, no one will
be  poor,”  and  both  of  these
goals have become reality.

Trade  and  investment,  as 

well as human exchanges be-
tween  Japan  and  the  Philip-
pines, are becoming more and 
more active every year. in Feb-
ruary, a mission from the Japan 
Chamber of Commerce and in-
dustry paid a call on aquino. in 
March, the 33rd Joint Meeting 
of the Japan-Philippines eco-
nomic  Cooperation  Commit-
tees was held in Tokyo and saw 
an  exchange  of  concrete  and 
detailed views between Japa-
nese business representatives 
and Philippines business lead-
ers and the secretaries of Phil-
ippine  government 
departments  related  to  the 
economy.

during aquino’s visit earlier 
this month as a state guest to 
Japan, the president addressed 
the diet and the Philippines in-
vestment  Forum.  From  his 

speeches, i am confident that 
Philippine-Japan relations will 
go from strength to strength in 
the future.

The Philippines is the aSean 
member geographically closest 
to Japan. This proximity is prov-
ing to be not just in terms of dis-
tance but also in terms of the 
economy and human exchang-
es, as well.

This is the final year of the 
vision  aquino  announced 
when  he  took  office.  Strong 
foundations for Japan-Philip-
pines ties have been built and 
i  am  confident  that  the  path 
forward  will  be  increasingly 
solid.

in closing, i would like to ex-
press once again my congratu-
lations to the republic of the 
Philippines on the 117th anni-
versary of its independence.

remarkable growth energizes economic exchanges

White sand beaches and resorts are among the Philippines’ 
major tourist draws. embaSSy of The philippineS

The Philippines is set to be-
come  the  ultimate  destina-
tion this year with the launch 
of  the  department  of  Tour-
ism’s (dOT) “Visit the Philip-
pines year 2015,” (VPy 2015) 
an invitation for all to experi-
ence the enduring promise of 
“it’s More Fun in the Philip-
pines.” encouraging nation-
wide  participation,  dOT 
hopes  to  inspire  10  million 
foreign  tourists  to  discover, 
explore and fall in love with 
the Philippines.

Japanese  visitors  will  not 
run out of reasons to visit the 
Philippines as 2015 proves to 
be an exciting year. From the 
Papal Visit in January, the Ma-
drid  Fusion-Manila  in  april, 
the MTV Music evolution Ma-
nila in May to the asia Pacific 
economic Cooperation Min-
isterial Meetings and Leaders’ 
Summit  in  november,  VPy 
2015 will feature a mix of fun 
events and activities, as well 
as the unveiling of more his-
toric treasures, natural won-

ders  and  unforgettable 
adventures.  information 
about  upcoming  events  is 
posted  at  www.visitph2015.
com, where a yearlong calen-
dar can be used as a reference 
for any visitor who wishes to 
experience  the  best  of  what 
the country has to offer in the 
arts, business, sports and trav-
el scene. 

Japan  continues  to  be  the 
third-largest source of travelers 
to  the  country  with  463,744 
Japanese visiting the country 
in  2014;  9.59  percent  of  the 
total  number  of  tourists.  The 
first quarter of 2015 saw an all-
time high of 130,374 Japanese 
visitors,  8.69  percent  higher 
than in 2014. 

in commemoration of VPy 
2015, dOT has increased the 
momentum  of  their  promo-
tional activities over previous 
years. dOT started 2015 with a 
bang with train advertisements 
on  Metro  Lines  and  Jr  east 
Japan Lines. This was followed 
by the country’s participation 

in Japan’s largest snow festival, 
the  Sapporo  Snow  Festival, 
where a 13-meter replica of the 
Manila  Cathedral  made  of 
snow was the centerpiece at-
traction  of  the  Hokkaido 
Broadcasting Company’s Phil-
ippine Square. 

dOT’s  endeavors  brought 
the Philippines into the spot-
light as a tourist destination for 
the  Japanese  public.  Manila 
and Cebu ranked among the 
top  10  destinations  during 

Golden  Week  according  to  i.
JTB’s airline reservations. Ma-
nila  rose  from  16th  place  to 
ninth place while Cebu jumped 
from  33rd  to  eighth  place. 
Cebu  is  also  ranked  third  in 
destinations with the highest 
growth in reservations accord-
ing to expedia. 

indeed, VPy 2015 is a great 
opportunity  to  finally  share 
with the world the unique ex-
periences and adventures our 
country has to offer. 

endless reasons to 
visit the philippines

The rice terraces in the mountains of Banaue are designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site. embaSSy of The philippineS
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