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as the chairman 
of the Japan-Pa-
lau Parliamen-
tary Friendship 
League, I would 
like to extend 
my sincere con-
gratulations on 
the 21th anni-
versary of the Independence of 
the republic of Palau.

since last year, the relationship 
between Japan and Palau has 
been further deepened and 
strengthened through such 
events as the official visit to Japan 
by h.e. Tommy remengesau, 
president of Palau, the successful 
holding of the 7th Pacific Islands 
Leaders Meeting (PaLM 7) in 
which Japan and Palau took the 
role of co-chairs, and the visit of 
Their Majesties emperor akihito 
and empress Michiko to Palau. I 
am delighted to witness such an 
impressive development of our 
bilateral relationship as the chair-
man of the Parliamentary Friend-
ship League, and am determined 

to make utmost efforts to main-
tain this momentum for further 
evolution.

In april, the Imperial couple 
visited Palau to mourn and pay 
tribute to all those who lost their 
lives in World War II and reflect 
on the hardships suffered by the 
bereaved families. It was one of 
the most significant and impor-
tant events in the history be-
tween our two countries, and the 
friendly cooperative relations 
that our nations have forged so 
far have certainly been further 
developed. I would like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude for the 
warm welcome extended to 
Their Majesties by remengesau, 
the first lady and the people of 
Palau.

PaLM 7, which took place in 
Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, 
only one month after the visit of 
the Imperial couple, was co-
chaired by Prime Minister 
shinzo abe, and remengesau, 
and there is no doubt that 
PaLM7 would not have been a 
success without Palau’s support. 
having discussed various chal-
lenges and ways forward for the 
prosperous future of the Pacific, 

the leaders have elevated the re-
lationship between Japan and 
Pacific island countries to a high-
er level. here again, we have re-
alized a historically significant 
event together.

I had the honor to see re-
mengesau during his official visit 
to Japan last december and at 
the luncheon organized by the 
Japan-Pacific Island countries 
Parliamentary Friendship 
League during PaLM 7. being 
convinced that high-level mu-
tual exchanges give strong impe-
tus to the advancement of 
bilateral relations, I am deter-

mined to work, together with my 
colleagues in the friendship 
league, to further promote par-
liamentary exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges 
between the two countries.

In this year marking the 70th 
anniversary of the end of World 
War II, Japan renews its hope for 
peace. during World War II, 
fierce battles took place in Pele-
liu, Palau and many people lost 
their lives. Taking this opportu-
nity, I would like to express our 
sincere appreciation for Palau’s 
great cooperation and request its 
continuous support to collect the 

remains of the fallen. I hope that 
both countries seek together 
peace in the world and build to-
gether a society where people 
live peacefully.

To conclude my message, I 
would like to extend my pro-
found wish that our relationship 
of mutual trust will be further 
deepened through various ex-
changes and cooperation.

National governments, people at all levels working to further elevate relationship 

Francis mariur matsutaro
ambassador oF palau

Today marks 
the 21st anni-
versary of Inde-
pendence for 
the republic of 
Palau and the 
21st year of 
diplomatic re-
lations with 
Japan. On behalf of our govern-
ment and the people of Palau, 
it is my high honor to wish 

warm greetings to Their Impe-
rial Majesties emperor akihito 
and empress Michiko, and to 
the government and people of 
Japan.

This year, Japan and Palau 
experienced a historical event 
that warmed and deepened 
our relations and that will for-
ever hold a place in our hearts. 
The visit in april of emperor 
akihito and empress Michiko 
to Palau epitomized our diplo-
matic and friendly relations. I 
wish the Imperial couple good 

health, prosperity and lasting 
happiness.

This year also saw the sev-
enth Pacific Island Leaders 
Meeting (PaLM 7) held in May 
in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, 
successfully co-chaired by 
Japan and Palau. The bond of 
friendship and cooperation be-
tween Japan and the 16 Pacific 
island countries was once again 
enhanced and strengthened.

Lastly, I extend my deepest 
appreciation to our honorary 
consul General Kohta Fujiki 
and all the honorary goodwill 
ambassadors, the many good 
friends, associates, associa-
tions and businesses, support-
ers and sponsors for their 
on-going support and commit-
ment to the republic of Palau. 

May our bond of friendship 
continue to flourish.

bonds of friendship and cooperation continue to grow

President of Palau Tommy Remengesau (second from left) and 
his wife host a welcome reception for Emperor Akihito and 
Empress Michiko on April 8 during their visit to Palau.  
embassy oF palau

Leaders from nations around the Pacific Ocean, including Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe, attend the Seventh Pacific Leaders 
Meeting (PALM 7) on May 23 in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture.
embassy oF palauPalau’s Rock Island Southern Lagoon is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. embassy oF palau
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