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On Dec. 16, 1991, the Republic 
of Kazakhstan declared itself as 
an independent state, one that 
chose a path of 
free and demo-
cratic develop-
ment. Today we 
celebrate the 
24th anniver-
sary of our in-
dependence. 
Over the years, 
under the leadership of Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev, Ka-
zakhstan made rapid leaps 
forward in its political, social 
and economic development. 
The country has also made sig-
nificant progress in the interna-
tional arena and has become a 
respected and responsible 
member of the global commu-
nity.

For us, 2015 has become par-
ticularly important as we cele-
brated the 20th anniversary of 
the nationwide adoption of the 
constitution, as well as the 
550th anniversary of the forma-
tion of the Kazakh Khanate. 
Thanks to the constitution, 
which proclaims the country as 
a democratic, secular, legal and 
social state, Kazakhstan has 
achieved economic growth and 
social welfare. The anniversary 
of the formation of the Kazakh 
Khanate demonstrates the deep 
history of Kazakh statehood 
and succession in the develop-
ment of the country.

Since independence, we 
have created a new economy. 
GDP grew by 24 times, while 
per capita GDP reached 
$13,000. Kazakhstan has 
achieved most of the U.N. Mil-
lennium Development Goals. 
Poverty has been reduced by 20 
times (from 60 percent to 2.9 
percent) and hundreds of 
schools and hospitals have 
been built. Our country has be-
come a leader in the Common-
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) for attracting foreign di-
rect investment of more than 
$200 billion.

Now Kazakhstan has the 
most powerful economic po-
tential in Central Asia, boasting 
an economy twice the size of 
our neighbors.

As of October, total interna-

tional reserves of the country 
are worth about $100 billion.

Today, more than 100 coun-
tries import products made by 
Kazakhstan enterprises. Every 
year we launch hundreds of 
new innovative enterprises, in-
cluding projects in the field of 
electricity, energy efficiency 
and green technologies. Such 
innovative clusters as deep pro-
cessing of oil and gas, petro-
chemicals, machinery, 
manufacturing of automobiles, 
aircraft, locomotives and wag-
ons, satellites, electronics and 
others are being developed. 
Last year, Toyota Motor Corp. 
built a factory for assembling 
4Runner SUVs in Kazakhstan, 
an example of successful coop-
eration with Japan. The agricul-
tural sector is also developing 
dynamically as Kazakhstan is 
one of the regional food pro-
duction centers.

Economic challenges
At present, the world economy 
is facing various challenges. The 
collapse of world prices for en-
ergy and metals sharply in-
creased economic risk and 
almost all states face serious 
geopolitical and economic 
challenges.

For Kazakhstan, the main 
task at the moment is to main-
tain achieved economic 
growth. A new economic poli-
cy, “Nurly Zhol,“ was intro-
duced to tackle economic risks 
and it should serve as a path for 
Kazakhstan’s dealings with the 
30 most-developed economies 
in the world. It comprises, first-
ly, measures to counter eco-
nomic turbulence in the 
framework of state programs for 
infrastructure development, 
and secondly, the continuation 
of industrialization.

The new economic policy is 
directed to the continuation of 
structural economic reforms 
such as improvement of com-
petitiveness, productivity and 
the structure of economy and 
its ability to produce new prod-
ucts and services. It is impor-
tant to further develop 
transport, energy, industrial 
and social infrastructure, as 
well as small and medium-
sized enterprises.

Other countries have shown 
that the development of infra-

structure facilitates the growth 
of domestic demand, creates 
favorable conditions for new 
industries, business relations, 
opportunities for enterprises 
and people and regional eco-
nomic integration.

Over the next three years $14 
billion will be spent on the con-
struction of new roads, power 
grids and communications. 
More than one-third of these 
will have funds provided by our 
partners from international fi-
nancial institutions. There are 
plans to build a road network 
based on the ray principle, with 
roads spreading in the cardinal 
directions from the capital, as 
well as new railways, bridges, 
power lines, schools, hospitals 
and housing facilities. This will 
ensure balanced development 
of all regions of the country.

We expect that the imple-
mentation of this industrial and 
innovative program will lead to 
a new economy and a new in-
frastructure framework for the 
country.

In addition, we are imple-
menting the “Plan of the Na-
tion — 100  specific steps” to 
implement five institutional 
reforms that includes more 
than 80 laws. They will go into 
force on Jan. 1, 2016. Adminis-
trative barriers for small and 
medium-sized businesses are 
being removed and gover-
nance, education and health 
are being improved. All these 
measures will help provide a 
safety net for our economy.

New sectors of the economy 
created in the framework of in-
novative industrialization are 
becoming the drivers of eco-
nomic growth in Kazakhstan. 
Many manufacturing sectors 
are showing prosperity. In five 
years, the manufacturing in-
dustry grew by 1.3 fold, while 
the chemical industry and con-
struction materials production 
both grew by 1.7 times. Produc-
tion of engineering industry 
goods more than doubled while 
exports tripled. More than 800 
industrial projects were imple-
mented. This year, the steel in-
dustry grew by 15 percent, the 
chemical industry by 3.2 per-
cent. Manufacturing of mineral 
products grew by 3.2 percent 
and production of clothing in-
creased by 4 percent. The World 

Bank and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank forecast even high-
er rates of economic growth for 
Kazakhstan in 2016. Addition-
ally, the economic behavior of 
our people is changing as evi-
denced by an increase in pro-
ductivity of more than 60 
percent that has been seen.

Despite the negative impact 
of the global crisis Kazakhstan 
has achieved good results. In 
the Global Competitiveness 
Index by the World Economic 
Forum, Kazakhstan is ranked 
42nd in the world. In the world 
ranking of the countries that 
create the most favorable con-
ditions for business, the World 
Bank’s “Doing Business“ report, 
ranked our country 41st. 

This year also saw Kazakh-
stan become a full member of 
the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). This is a milestone in 
the history of independent Ka-
zakhstan as it is recognition of 
our country as an equal trade 
and economic partner. Kazakh-
stan’s accession to the WTO 
opens new opportunities for 
our exporters and foreign inves-
tors who will come to the key 
sectors of our economy.

At the same time, we have 
much more to do. On Nov. 30, 
Nazarbayev in his address to 

the nation, “Kazakhstan in a 
New Global Reality: Growth, 
Reforms, Development” out-
lined new comprehensive anti-
crisis and structural changes, 
which include stabilization of 
the financial sector, optimiza-
tion of fiscal policy, privatiza-
tion and promotion of 
economic competition, new in-
vestment and social measures.

The address introduced a 
new investment policy. First, 
we need to attract more private 
investment with an emphasis 
on transnational corporations. 
We should create a favorable 
environment for attracting “so-
phisticated investments.“ This 
year it was decided to work on 
the establishment of the Astana 
International Financial Centre. 
It will become a regional hub 
for Islamic financing, private 
banking and reinsurance. Ka-
zakhstan will become a leading 
country in the region with 
strong institutions and a com-
petent, efficient and predict-
able government. We should 
have the best technical profes-
sionals and world-class infra-
structure, while ensuring public 
order and the personal safety of 
the people.

Further reforms to improve 
the investment climate should 

be carried out in cooperation 
with the Organization for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and De-
velopment and other 
international financial institu-
tions. In order to intensify work 
with investors, a government 
council will be established 
with the aim of attracting in-
vestors and improving the in-
vestment climate. Similar 
councils will be established in 
various regions to attract in-
vestment for important local 
projects.

Second, it is important to de-
velop regional drivers of eco-
nomic growth. All investment 
projects need to be regionally 
implemented. Separate pro-
grams will be developed for the 
following macro-regions: 
southern, northern, central-
eastern and western regions, as 
well as Almaty and Astana. We 
need to develop small and me-
dium-sized businesses around 
large regional projects. There-
fore, the business support pro-
gram, “Business Road Map 
2020,“ will be part of the invest-
ment programs of these marco-
regions. Above all, measures 
will be taken to increase labor 
mobility, aimed at stimulating 
migration from labor-surplus to 
labor-deficit regions.

The macro-regions will be 
connected by a single transport, 
logistics and communication 
architecture, created within the 
“Nurly Zhol“ program. Current-
ly, 11 projects are being imple-
mented in the key directions of 
center-south, center-east and 
center-west. The construction 
of the Borzhakty-Ersai and Al-
maty-Shu railway lines and the 
ferry crossing at Kuryk Port are 
underway. These projects have 
already provided 72,000 jobs. 

Third, Kazakhstan will ac-
tively explore export opportuni-
ties in global and regional 
markets. These are initially 
China, Russia, Iran, Mongolia, 
India, Pakistan and countries in 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. 

Fourth, Kazakhstan will de-
velop the training of technical 
professionals to the maximum 
extent possible. Technical and 
vocational education will be-
come a major focus of invest-
ment policy. To do this, training 
centers will be created with 
Germany, Canada, Australia 
and Singapore. They will be-
come models of technical and 
vocational education for the 
whole country.

Fifth, measures to increase 
the innovative potential of Ka-
zakhstan’s economy will be 
taken. It is important to lay the 
foundations for a future econ-
omy. We need to develop ex-
pertise in smart technologies, 
artificial intelligence, cyber-
physical system integration, fu-
ture energy generation, design 
and engineering. This can be 
done only through the estab-
lishment of an efficient re-
search and innovation system. 
It will be based on strong re-
search universities and innova-
tion clusters formed on the 
basis of the “Astana Business 
Campus“ high-tech park at 
Nazarbayev University and the 
Technopark “Alatau“ in Almaty. 

It is expected that the new in-
vestment policy will lead to an 
annual economic growth of 5 
percent; double the export of 
processed goods compared to 
2015 and boost it to $30 billion 
per year; increase annual in-
vestment in the economy by 
more than $10 billion, and 
within 10 years by at least $100 
billion; create more than 
660,000 new jobs; and double 

labor productivity.
The address also indicates 

new priorities of social policy. 
For many years Kazakhstan 
pursued an active social policy 
and in strengthening econom-
ic growth, we have considerably 
improved our citizens’ quality 
of life. Despite the challenges 
facing our economy following 
the global financial crisis, we 
remain committed to improv-
ing the welfare of our people. In 
the last decade, the govern-
ment’s social spending has al-
most tripled in real terms. More 
than 1.5 million citizens have 
access to benefits and pay-
ments.

Despite the current econom-
ic risks, we will continue to pro-
vide assistance to our people 
and support them financially. 
The president declared from 
Jan. 1 to increase public health-
care worker salaries by 28 per-
cent; public educator salaries 
by 29 percent; and the salaries 
of those working in social pro-
tection by 40 percent. Addition-
ally, a 25 percent increase in 
various monthly scholarship 
payments and social benefits 
will be implemented, the soli-
darity pension on the rate of 2 
percent over inflation will be 
adjusted and salaries of civil 
servants will be increased by 30 
percent. 

Today only the Society of 
Universal Labor can become a 
real basis for an effective econ-
omy that is resistant to external 
shocks. To expand social sup-
port for citizens a new “Road 
Map of Employment“ will be 
developed. This will provide 
stability in the labor market 
through the projects of local 
infrastructure development 
and beautification of towns 
and villages. Significant short-
term development programs 
and advanced training ses-
sions will be established and 
microloan programs for entre-
preneurial development will 
be expanded.

The state’s social policy will 
prioritize extensive investment 
in human capital. Therefore we 
will continue to modernize our 
education and healthcare sys-
tems in line with earlier pro-
grams. From 2017, the “Free 
Vocational Education for All“ 
project will be launched. 

Ongoing peace, democracy and economic growth

Kazakhstan President Nursultan Nazarbayev (right) shakes hands with Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe during Abe’s official visit to Kazakhstan.  Embassy of kazakhstan

Clockwise from bottom: Nurly Zhol Boulevard in the capital 
Astana is well-known as a venue for futuristic art, design and 
architecture; Workers assemble Toyota 4Runner SUVs at the 
company’s factory in Kazakhstan; Astana will be the first Central 
Asian city to host an international exposition in 2017.    
embassy of Kazakhstan

One of the major catalysts for 
the transition of Kazakhstan to 
a green economy is the Inter-
national Exhibition, EXPO-
2017, which will be held in 
Astana.

A special feature of the exhi-
bition is its theme of “Future 
Energy.” Today, this issue is 
particularly relevant, as tradi-
tional energy resources are of 
concern due to their progres-
sive exhaustion and non-re-
newability. In addition, global 
environmental threats have 
forced the world to think seri-
ously about the prospects of 
developing clean technologies 
and the search for solutions to 
long-term energy supply.

We hope that after the EXPO-
2017 we will turn its facilities into 
a technology transfer center. We 
will try to attract the best from 
the world and show what we 
have achieved in Kazakhstan, as 
well as our plans for the future.

According to the approved 
plan, construction of all 38 fa-
cilities for EXPO-2017 will be 
completed by December 2016.

For Kazakhstan, EXPO-2017 
will be a landmark event, as 
never before has such an in-
ternational exhibition taken 
place in Central Asia and the 
CIS. We are glad for the par-
ticipation of our Japanese 
partners in the arrangement of 
exhibition pavilions.

I would like to emphasize 
that Japan was among those 
countries that have supported 
Kazakhstan’s bid to host EXPO-
2017. It is obvious that the deci-
sion of Japan was connected to 
the high level of bilateral po-
litical, trade and economic co-
operation, the strong 
economic growth of Kazakh-
stan, as well as the selection of 
the most relevant theme of the 
exhibition.

Many of my meetings with 
the leaders and shareholders 
of Japanese companies from 
the Forbes Global-2000 rank-
ing confirm a huge interest 
among Japanese official and 
business circles to participate 

in EXPO-2017.
In accordance with the con-

cept approved by the govern-
ment of Japan, it is expected 
that the Japanese Pavilion will 
be the largest and will include 
the latest developments and 
achievements in the field of 
green technology and renew-
able energy sources.

Open foreign policy
The economic welfare of the 
country is inextricably linked 
to the government’s foreign 
policy. After the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Kazakhstan as 
an independent state needed 
to define its place in world geo-
politics, formulate national in-
terests, build a system of 
foreign policy priorities, thus 
laying the foundations for its 
future foreign policy strategy.

The open and transparent 
foreign policy of Kazakhstan 
carried out in accordance with 
the “Kazakhstan - 2050” strat-
egy and the “Concept of For-
eign Policy” is one of the factors 
of successful development of 
the country. We are developing 
a broad dialogue and mutually 
beneficial cooperation with all 
countries interested in friend-
ship with Kazakhstan based on 
multi-vector approach.

In establishing mutually 
beneficial and friendly rela-
tions with all our key partners, 
Kazakhstan proved its diplo-
matic capabilities to address 
and resolve important issues of 
the global security agenda. Our 
country has chaired a number 
of key multilateral organiza-
tions such as the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) in 2010 with the 
holding of the summit in As-
tana for the first time in 11 
years. The country also hosted 
the ministerial conference of 
the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) in 2011 result-
ing in the establishment of the 
Institute of Food Safety and the 
Commission on Human Rights 
of the OIC and the Conference 
on Interaction and Confidence 

Building Measures in Asia 
(CICA), which is initiated by 
the president of Kazakhstan; 
and the country was actively 
involved in the Istanbul Pro-
cess on Afghanistan and other 
regional structures.

Nuclear legacy
Kazakhstan is a consistent sup-
porter of nuclear disarmament 
and calls on all countries for 
strict observance of the regime 
for the nonproliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction.

Speaking at the 70th session 
of the U.N. General Assembly, 
our president urged to make a 
world without nuclear weap-
ons as the main goal of human-
kind in the 21st century.

Kazakhstan is one of the few 
countries in the world that has 
suffered the consequences of 
nuclear tests.

There were 468 nuclear tests 
conducted at the Semipala-
tinsk nuclear test site. One-
and-a-half million people 
suffered from the effects of the 
explosions and a huge terri-
tory exceeding the size of a 
number of European countries 
was polluted.

More than 20 years ago, the 
people of Kazakhstan made a 
fundamental choice in favor of 
a world free of nuclear weap-
ons. On Aug. 29, 1991, by de-
cree of Nazarbayev, the 
Semipalatinsk nuclear test site 
with the world’s fourth-largest 
nuclear arsenal was closed.

In 2009, the U.N. General As-
sembly declared Aug. 29 as the 
International Day Against Nu-
clear Tests.

Kazakhstan’s example is es-
pecially relevant today when 
the world is facing the problem 
of the “spread” of nuclear 
weapons and the growing 
threat of nuclear terrorism.

That is why Nazarbayev initi-
ated to take within the frame-
work of the U.N. Universal 
Declaration to achieve a world 
free of nuclear weapons, which 
would reflect the commitment 
of all states to move step-by-

step toward a nuclear weapon-
free world.

In August 2012 we launched 
the international project, 
“ATOM,” designed to strength-
en global support for the final 
and irrevocable ban of nuclear 
weapons tests and their total 
destruction.

Creation of a global anti-nu-
clear movement also is seen as 
an important tool to achieve 
this goal. Every person on the 
planet can and must contribute 
to the nuclear test ban.

On August 27, 2015 Kazakh-
stan and the International 
Atomic Energy Association 
(IAEA) signed an agreement 
on the establishment of the 
IAEA Low Enriched Uranium 
Bank in Kazakhstan. The bank 
will be an important contribu-
tion to strengthening the non-
proliferation regime. 
Kazakhstan, as the largest 
holder of uranium reserves, is 
planning to develop peaceful 
nuclear energy. It is in the in-
terest of both our countries 
and all our partners interested 
in cooperation in this field.
It is symbolic that with Japan, a 
country that also has experi-
enced the horrors of nuclear 
weapons use, we assumed chair-
manship of the Conference on 
Facilitating the Entry into Force 
of the Comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT).

During the recent visit of 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to 
Kazakhstan our leaders reaf-
firmed the leading position of 
the two states in the field of nu-
clear disarmament adopting a 
special political statement in 
support of the CTBT.

Regional, global security
We see our mission in the Cen-
tral Asian region as one of suc-
cessive strengthening of 
regional security and stability. 
We have created a nuclear-free 
zone in Central Asia and will 
strengthen regional nuclear-
free regime sharing our experi-
ence with other regional  

Examining future energy trends
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communities.
It is important to point out 

that Central Asia has become a 
major player in the settlement 
of the situation in Afghanistan. 
Kazakhstan is interested in sus-
tainable and stable develop-
ment of this country. The 
military presence in the coun-
try should be replaced by de-
velopment programs aimed at 
addressing the security threats 
emanating from Afghanistan.

Kazakhstan is the only net 
contributor country in Central 
Asia. Humanitarian aid is pro-
vided both bilaterally and 
through multilateral mecha-
nisms. Currently, Kazakhstan 
is working on the creation of 
the National Agency for Inter-
national Development, “Ka-
zAID.” One of the priorities of 
this agency will be the imple-
mentation of projects in Af-
ghanistan and other Central 
Asian countries.

Kazakhstan also assists in 
other parts of the world. In Oc-
tober 2014 the government of 
Kazakhstan transferred funds 
to the U.N. Ebola response mul-
tipartner trust fund to combat 
the Ebola virus. In November 
2014 in cooperation with the 
U.N. Development Program 
(UNDP) a project to provide 
support to African countries 
through the additional training 
of experts (in the medical, ag-
ricultural and oil sectors) was 
launched. The project aims to 
increase the knowledge and 
technical skills through training 
at leading Kazakhstan universi-
ties and companies.

With the UNDP expert sup-
port, a program of partnership 
between government, aca-
demia and business structures 
of Kazakhstan and African re-
gion will be implemented for 
the first time.

In December 2014 Kazakh-
stan and the Economic and So-
cial Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP) signed an 
agreement for financial assis-
tance to support a special proj-
ect of the Commission on 
Pacific countries  members of 
the group of Small Island De-
veloping States (SIDS). The 
project aims at increasing the 
capacity of inclusive and sus-
tainable development of these 
countries.

Peacekeeping role
Kazakhstan demonstrates a 
commitment to peacekeeping 
activities and supports the ex-
pansion of U.N. peacekeeping 
operations. The Kazakh peace-
keeping battalion “Kazbat” 
participated in demining op-
erations in Iraq and our officers 
participated as observers in 
U.N. peacekeeping missions.

Kazakhstan sends military 
officers as observers to U.N. 
missions in Haiti, the Western 
Sahara, Cote d’Ivoire and Libe-
ria.

At the same time, our coun-
try has a clear position that 
peacekeeping operations 
should be carried out only in 
accordance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and with 
full observance of all norms of 
international law.

We are committed to the 
protection of civilians from all 
forms of violence and aggres-
sion and the rights of women 

and children in armed conflict. 
Our country is making efforts 
to improve the practical imple-
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolution on the role 
of women in preventing and 
resolving conflicts. Kazakhstan 
is firmly committed to strength-
ening the rule of law and good 
governance in the work with 
the U.N., the OSCE and the 
Council of Europe to further 
implement democratic re-
forms. The election of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan in 2013 to 
the U.N. Council on Human 
Rights for a three-year term was 
a reflection of the country’s de-
termination to make human 
rights and democracy and the 
rule of law and fundamental 
freedoms the cornerstone of 
progressive development both 
in the country and at the inter-
national level.

Kazakhstan supports all ini-
tiatives aimed at building con-
fidence in international 
relations, peace and security 
based on international law.

Fighting terrorism
A series of recent terrorist at-
tacks that took place in Paris 
once again confirm the need to 
build cooperation between 
states. We constantly speak out 
on the unacceptability of ter-
rorism in all its manifestations. 
As such, Kazakhstan supports 
the efforts of the international 
community in the framework 
of the U.N. in the fight against 
terrorism and extremism can-
cers. I think that one way to 
achieve this would be the ini-
tiative of our president to estab-
lish a Global Counter-Terrorism 
Network under the auspices of 
the U.N.

Kazakhstan is determined to 
contribute to the maintenance 
of international peace and se-
curity. Therefore, our country 
has launched its bid as a non-
permanent member of the U.N. 
Security Council in 2017-2018.

Kazakhstan’s candidacy was 
put forward in accordance with 
the principles of fair and equi-
table geographical rotation and 
adequate representation of all 
member states of the Asia-Pa-
cific Group in the U.N. Security 
Council. Kazakhstan and the 
Central Asian region for the 
first time launched a bid for a 
place on the U.N. Security 
Council.

Our campaign is focused on 
the global nuclear issues, as 
well as water, food and energy 
security, as these problems 
exist on every continent.

In light of the involvement of 
Kazakhstan in a number of re-
gional and global processes, 
and taking into account our 
strong position in mediation 
and confidence-building, Ka-
zakhstan stands as an honest 
broker, known for its integrity, 
efficiency, balanced approach 
and neutrality to all interna-
tional players, states and orga-
nizations in the framework of 
multilateral diplomacy.

We see that now countries of 
the Asia-Pacific Group, in par-
ticular the representatives of 
South and East Asia, are active-
ly engaged in the activities of 
the U.N.

In this regard, considering 
the preservation of the princi-
ples of fair and equitable geo-
graphical rotation and 

adequate representation of all 
member states of the Asia-Pa-
cific Group on the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, as well as equitable 
geographical distribution of 
posts for members of Asia-Pa-
cific region in the U.N. system, 
we believe that it would be fair 
if this regional group for the 
first time would be represented 
by a Central Asian state, name-
ly Kazakhstan.

Given the level of bilateral 
relations between Kazakhstan 
and Japan, I would like to ex-
press my hope for support by 
the leadership and people of 
Japan for Kazakhstan’s bid to 
become a non-permanent 
member of the U.N. Security 
Council in 2017-2018.

Promoting diversity
Kazakhstan has been and re-
mains committed to the idea of 
interreligious and intercultural 
dialogue. The Congress of 
Leaders of World and Tradi-
tional Religions in Astana has 
become the main platform for 
the development of intercul-
tural and interreligious dia-
logue between East and West, 
North and South. We are grate-
ful to the Association of Shinto 
Shrines for continued partici-
pation in this forum, including 
its active contribution to the 
fifth Congress, which was held 
in June.

We are continuing efforts to 
promote diversity for peace 
and sustainable development 

in the framework of the Inter-
national Decade for the Rap-
prochement of Cultures in 
2013-2022 initiated by Kazakh-
stan and proclaimed by the 
U.N. General Assembly.

Kazakhstan is strengthening 
its cooperation in the major in-
tegration of unions of various 
regions of the world, including 
in Europe (EU, OSCE, Council 
of Europe), the Asia-Pacific 
(ASEAN, ACD, APEC, CICA), 
Eurasia (ASEM, EAC, CIS), the 
Americas (OAS, CARICOM, 
Union of South American Na-
tions) and Africa (African 
Union).

As you know, our president 
is an active supporter of inte-
gration projects not only re-
gionally, but also globally. He 
initiated formation of the Eur-
asian Economic Union (EAEU). 
We consider the EAEU as a pos-
itive factor for our country. Ka-
zakh producers have gotten 
unlimited access to the capa-
cious market of the member 
states. We only need to work on 
improvement of competitive-
ness of our goods and services 
to gain a foothold in this large 
market.

Kazakhstan remains a firm 
supporter of the idea that the 
EAEU is possible only on the 
principles of volunteering, 
equality, mutual benefit and 
the pragmatic interests of each 
member country.

Today, some politicians and 
experts fuel global public fears 

with the mythical “reincarna-
tion” of the USSR. We believe 
that the arguments in this re-
spect are far from reality and 
groundless. There is no institu-
tional framework for the rein-
tegration of the Soviet Union. 
All have become part of history 
as the republics and people of 
the former Soviet Union have 
built their own statehoods. This 
is a view that is shared by all 
leaders of EAEU.

We are convinced that par-
ticipation of states in integra-
tion will act as an incentive for 
the industrialization of nation-
al economies providing jobs for 
people, creating favorable con-
ditions for business develop-
ment, etc. Integration will be 
successful if it ensures the wel-
fare of people, gives them new 
opportunities for fair and eq-
uitable labor, first of all, in their 
own country.

Kazakh-Japan relations
This year opened a new page 
in relations between Kazakh-
stan and Japan. Thanks to the 
friendly and trusting relation-
ships inherent in strategic part-
ners, Kazakhstan and Japan 
have made significant progress 
in mutually beneficial econom-
ic and trade cooperation.

The last few years have seen 
breakthroughs as a result of a 
significant cooperation in the 
industrial, energy and financial 
sectors. Last year, bilateral 
trade amounted $1.7 billion. 

The total amount of Japanese 
foreign direct investment into 
our economy over the past five 
years has grown by 15.1 percent 
and exceeded $6.3 billion. 
More than 50 Japanese compa-
nies successfully operate in Ka-
zakhstan and there are more 
than 30 joint ventures.

Kazakhstan and Japan have 
created a solid foundation for 
full cooperation and strength-
ening partnership. We have 
been successfully cooperating 
on a bilateral basis and within 
international organizations.

The visit of our president to 
Japan in 2008 boosted invest-
ment and technological coop-
eration as the leaders of both 
countries identified and out-
lined the prospects of econom-
ic partnership.

An additional impetus to the 
further comprehensive cooper-
ation between two countries was 
given by the historical visit of Abe 
to Kazakhstan in October.

Despite the fact that our 
president and Abe have met 
three times in recent years on 
the sidelines of major interna-
tional forums, the visit strength-
ened friendly and personal 
relationship of two leaders.

An important part of the visit 
was dedicated to the trade and 
economic cooperation taking 
into account the existing un-
tapped potential and comple-
mentarities of two economies.

Our two leaders took part in 
a business forum that gathered 

over 400 people, including 
more than 200 representatives 
of Japanese companies.

During the event, 15 docu-
ments were signed to step up 
joint cooperation in the fields 
of nuclear energy, oil and gas 
exploration, chemical industry, 
agriculture and other.

Kazakhstan showcased to 
the Japanese side its favorable 
geographical location and tran-
sit potential for the deliveries 
of Japanese goods and prod-
ucts to the European market, 
and back through the logistics 
terminal in the port of Lianyun-
gang (China), the highway con-
necting Western Europe and 
Western China and the free 
economic zone “Khorgos-East-
ern Gate.”

Leaders of our countries also 
discussed the issues of region-
al security, cooperation within 
international and regional or-
ganizations, as well as initia-
tives, including those within 
the frameworks of the U.N. and 
the CICA. Kazakhstan and 
Japan have identical positions 
on all issues of international se-
curity.

It should be noted that in As-
tana Abe announced a strategic 
vision of Japan in Central Asia.

Closer ties
While expressing overall satis-
faction with the level of rela-
tions between two countries I 
would like to stress that at pres-
ent Kazakhstan and Japan are 

interested in closer trade, eco-
nomic and investment coop-
eration, especially in the fields 
of energy, rare metals, petro-
chemicals, machinery, com-
munications, agriculture, 
space, processing industries 
and other strategically impor-
tant areas.

We are consistently making 
efforts to create favorable con-
ditions for Japanese companies 
and investments in Kazakh-
stan, as well as to ensure their 
efficient operations in our 
country.

We are actively working on 
the formation of the appropri-
ate legal base and, thanks to 
the efforts of both countries in 
recent years, we have signed 
three important documents. 
These are the convention for 
the avoidance of double taxa-
tion, an agreement on the 
peaceful use of nuclear ener-
gy, as well as an agreement on 
liberalization, encouragement 
and protection of investments. 
These documents will facili-
tate full participation of Japa-
nese corporations in the 
implementation of the strat-
egy of industrial and innova-
tive development of 
Kazakhstan.

I hope that dynamically de-
veloping relations between Ka-
zakhstan and Japan at various 
levels will further expand po-
litical, economic, cultural and 
humanitarian cooperation be-
tween our countries.

Maintaining regional and global security
Continued from page 4

The fifth Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional Religions took place in Astana on June 10 and 11, bringing together 
representatives of all major religions for dialogue.  Embassy of Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan is bidding for a seat on the U.N. Security Council in 
2017-2018.   embassy of kazakhstan
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