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On the spe-
cial occasion 
of 68th anni-
versary of 
the Indepen-
dence day of 
sri Lanka, I 
have the 
deep honor 
to convey my sincere and 
warm greetings from the peo-
ple and the government of sri 
Lanka to their Imperial Maj-
esties emperor akihito and 
empress Michiko, as well as 
the people and government 
of Japan. 

I also wish to convey my 
warm sentiments to all the 
sri Lankan expatriates living 
in Japan on this auspicious 
occasion. 

The close and cordial dip-
lomatic relations between sri 
Lanka and Japan date back 
more than 60 years and are 
based on trust, confidence, 
friendship, mutual under-
standing and commitment to 
shared values. 

The year 2015 was an im-
portant milestone since the 
Prime Minister of sri Lanka, 
the hon. ranil Wick-
remesinghe, undertook an 
official working visit to Japan, 
enhancing the existing rela-
tions into new vistas of mul-

tifaceted cooperation thus 
benefitting both the coun-
tries and the people. The 
teachings of the lords and the 
philosophy of buddhism has 
influenced, molded and 
formed the outlook and per-
ception of our people.

Today, Japan is one of the 
largest donor countries of sri 
Lanka and has always stood 
by sri Lanka in good times 
and in testing times. Further-
more, the overseas develop-
ment assistance Japan 
provides to sri Lanka has 
been significant and contin-
ues to have a positive impact 
on the economic and social 
development of the country. 

sri Lanka is currently one 

of the safest places in the 
world, with permanent 
peace, stability and harmony. 

Today, Japan is among the 
largest east asian sources of 
tourists visiting sri Lanka. In 
addition, large Japanese cor-
porations have expressed in-
terest in committing to 
investing in, and engaging in, 
commercial activity with sri 
Lanka, as sri Lanka has 
emerged as a strategic hub in 
south asia. 

I eagerly look forward with 
confidence to the enduring 
friendship between sri Lanka 
and Japan, as well as to fur-
ther strengthening the rela-
tionship between our two 
countries.

Enjoying many years of 
multifaceted cooperation 
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It is a historic 
triumph for 
all of us to be 
able to cele-
brate the 68th 
anniversary of 
our Indepen-
dence day as 
a nation that 
prizes the values of democracy, 
bringing all its citizens together 
in a spirit of unity and strength.

Just as everyone stood to-
gether to set the country free 
from the grip of colonialism in 
1948, on Jan. 8, 2015, sri Lank-
ans came together to set the na-
tion free from the tyranny of 
dictatorship, corruption, nepo-
tism and familial rule, ensuring 
our return to the hallowed com-
munity of democratic nations 
that assure people freedom and 
justice. 

and now, the task before us 
is to ensure that the hard-won 

freedom retains its meaning 
and significance; it is a task that 
calls for all of us to be united, 
irrespective of religious, ethnic 
and political affiliations. This 
indeed is the vision of the gov-
ernment. 

In the eyes of the world, sri 
Lanka has been restored to it’s 
a position as a country that 
abides by the revered principles 
of democracy. yet, before us is 

a formidable task of ensuring 
lasting peace and coexistence 
for all citizens while building on 
the concept of social economic 
development for the country. 

On this Independence day, 
let us strive to understand the 
challenges before us as a nation 
and determine to give of our-
selves wholeheartedly to a 
noble vision of taking our coun-
try forward.

United in ensuring democracy and freedom
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On this day, 
as we cele-
brate the 68th 
anniversary 
of our inde-
pendence, we 
are proud of 
the progress 
made toward 
safeguarding the freedom, sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity of 
the nation, as well as the 
strengthening of the econom-
ic and political rights of all our 
citizens.

This occasion is of special 
significance because we 
commemorate the dawn of 
freedom at a time that coin-
cides with the taking of clear 
and resolute steps to firmly 
establish democracy and 
good governance, the rule of 
law and a truly meaningful 
parliamentary system, estab-
lishing a long-lasting and sta-
ble structure of good 
governance in keeping with 
the mandate given by the 
people one year ago. We are 

resolved to continue on this 
path to create a sociopolitical 
environment that all citizens 
can live in securely without 
fear.

In addition to these, we 
have commenced a new drive 
for development, of which 
much remains to be done. It 
is our belief that the strength 
of our freedom largely de-
pends on developing indig-
enous skills and knowledge, 
while zealously guarding the 
rich cultural and social heri-
tage of our past and moving 
ahead to the victories of the 
future.

as we celebrate the gaining 
of our independence today, 
we recognize our requisite 
duty to give all honor and re-
spect to the members of the 
security forces who made 
great sacrifices to protect our 
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity in the battle against 
terrorism.

Our foreign policy of fol-
lowing a middle path, with a 
commitment to justice and 
humanity, has won us friends 
in the international commu-

nity who are ready to help us 
in our march toward prosper-
ity.

as we commemorate inde-

pendence, let us dedicate 
ourselves to provide truly 
ethical, virtuous, wise and 
equitable service to all. Let us 

pledge to consolidate on the 
peace and freedom we’ve 
achieved and build the future 
for our land and people.

Working to develop 
homegrown talent

Prime Minister Wickremesinghe meets Japanese Prime Minister 
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Congratulations and
Best Wishes

to the People of  Sri Lanka
on the 68th Anniversary
of  Their Independence
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I am pleased 
to convey my 
heartfelt con-
gratulations 
on the occa-
sion of the 
68th anniver-
sary of the In-
dependence 
day of the democratic social-
ist republic of sri Lanka. I 
wish the people of sri Lanka 
could achieve further develop-
ment by unifying under the 
President Maithripala sirise-
na. 

Japan and sri Lanka have 
maintained extremely favor-
able ties since diplomatic rela-

tions were established in 1952. 
at the san Francisco Peace 
Conference 65 years ago, sri 
Lanka paved the way for Ja-
pan’s return to international 
society from the devastation it 
suffered after World War II. 

I wish to express our appre-
ciation once again to the peo-
ple of sri Lanka, as well as the 
parliamentarians of sri Lanka, 
who played a pivotal role in 
the postwar history of Japan. I 
believe that Japan and sri 
Lanka will reinforce the bonds 
of friendship and cooperation 
further in the future.

as president of the Japan-sri 
Lanka Parliamentary Friend-
ship League, I am willing to 
extend my fullest support to 
further strengthen friendly re-
lations and goodwill between 
our two countries.

Celebrating history of close ties
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We wish to convey our heart-
felt congratulations on the oc-
casion of the 68th 
anniversary of the Indepen-
dence day of the democratic 
socialist republic of sri Lanka.

Japan and sri Lanka are 
similar in that both are mari-

time nations, with sri Lanka 
situated in the Indian Ocean. 
sri Lanka has been increas-
ingly drawing attention for its 
potential as an emerging 
country that has achieved 

rapid economic development 
in recent years. additionally, 
the country has seen a rapid 
increase in the number of vis-
iting tourists, attracted by the 
natural beauty of the island 
and its deep historical heri-
tage.

Japan and sri Lanka have 
been enjoying congenial and 
excellent bilateral relations 
since the establishment of 
diplomatic relations in 1952. 
We believe the ties of friend-
ship and cooperation between 

the two countries will be fur-
ther reinforced with the new 
government based on the 
“Joint declaration on the 
Comprehensive Partnership 
between Japan and sri Lanka,” 
which was released last year.

The Japan-sri Lanka asso-
ciation intends to work toward 
vitalizing bilateral relations 
while maintaining friendly 
ties between our two nations 
to promote further coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries. 

country seeing rapid growth

mangala samaraweera
minister oF Foreign aFFairs

The 68th an-
niversary of 
the Indepen-
dence day of 
sri Lanka 
takes place at 
a momentous 
time, when 
our country is 
e m b a r k i n g 
on a new chapter both in do-
mestic development and in 
our relationships with the 
global community of nations.

This year also marks the first 
year of a government that is 
committed to moving sri 
Lanka forward to be a progres-
sive, modern and democratic 
nation, where our unique and 
rich ethnic, cultural and lin-
guistic diversity is respected, 
celebrated and valued. 

If sri Lanka is to truly 
achieve its true potential, we 
must ensure that we all con-
tribute to forging a just society, 
where people from all com-
munities are provided equal 
rights and opportunities to ful-
fill their hopes and aspirations 
and seek the betterment of 
their lives. 

sri Lanka since time imme-
morial has had open and 
friendly relationships with the 
outside world, while playing 
an important role on the glob-
al stage. Last year, we began 
the process of re-engaging 
with the international com-
munity, and today sri Lanka 
has successfully reclaimed its 
rightful place in the interna-
tional community of demo-
cratic nations. 

We will continue to have a 
strong, vibrant foreign policy 
and healthy relationships with 

the countries of the world, 
guided by the principles of 
diplomatic engagement and 
friendship with all. 

at this time, I appeal to sri 
Lankans at home and over-
seas, to continue to contribute 
to the economic and social de-

velopment of the country. 
On this occasion, let us re-

dedicate ourselves to intensify 
collectively our commitment 
toward building a new sri 
Lanka to lead the country into 
a prosperous and brighter fu-
ture. 

providing equal 
opportunities for all

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka, the Hon. Mangala 
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