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Bangladesh Independence Day

Abdul Hamid 
president of bAnglAdesH

On the eve of 
our great In-
dependence 
and National 
day 2016, I 
extend my 
h e a r t f e l t 
greetings and 
warm felicita-
tions to my 
fellow countrymen living at 
home and abroad.

The great Independence 
day is a glorious one in our 
lives. On this historic day, I re-
call with profound respect the 
Father of the Nation Bang-
abandhu Sheikh Mujibur rah-
man, who proclaimed the 
country’s independence on 

March 26, 1971, after inspiring 
the entire nation with Bangla-
deshi nationalism and prepar-
ing them for independence 
over two decades. under his 
charismatic leadership, we 
achieved our much-awaited 
independence through a nine-
month armed struggle. I pay 
my deep gratitude to the he-
roic martyrs who made su-
preme sacrifices in the war of 
liberation. I also recall with 
deep reverence our four na-
tional leaders, valiant freedom 
fighters, organizers, supporters 
and people from all walks of 
life for their unmatched con-
tributions and courageous role 
that accelerated the process of 
our victory.

One of the prime objectives 
of our hard-earned indepen-

dence was to build a happy and 
prosperous Bangladesh. Keep-
ing that in mind, the govern-
ment has been making untiring 
efforts in materializing the ob-
jectives of independence. In 
the meantime, we have 
achieved notable progress in 
every sphere of our lives. The 
country has attained food-suf-
ficiency due to huge develop-
ments in agriculture and grain 
is being exported on a small 
scale. The empowerment of 
women is continuing, while 
maternal and child mortality 
rates have been reduced and 
life expectancy rates simulta-
neously rose. The mega-proj-
ect of constructing of the 
Padma Bridge is underway 
through our own funding. at 
the same time we have also at-

tained remarkable develop-
ments in the private sector. The 
country’s financial sector, in-
cluding banks and insurance, 
has been expanded. Bangla-
desh is now being branded as 
a role model of development 
throughout the world.

Our achievements in the in-
ternational arena are also com-
mendable. The longstanding 
land and maritime boundary 
disputes with India and Myan-
mar have been resolved 
through our successful foreign 
policy based on “friendship to 
all and malice toward none.” 
Mutual relations with friendly 
countries around the globe 
have been expanded and 
strengthened. The contribu-
tion of Bangladesh in mitigat-
ing the negative impact of 

global climate change along 
with protecting the environ-
ment is being lauded by the 
world community. Bangla-
deshi peacekeepers, under the 
auspices of the u.N., have up-
held the country’s image 
abroad, showing their profes-
sionalism and competence. 
Expatriate Bangladeshis have 
also been making significant 
contributions to our national 
economy through the repatri-
ation of their hard-earned 
money. Nevertheless, we have 
a long way to go to achieve the 
desired goals of independence. 
I believe that sincere and con-
certed efforts on all levels — ir-
respective of party affiliations 
— are imperative to reach our 
goals.

communal harmony is our 

tradition. The people of our 
country do not support vio-
lence, including militancy and 
terrorism. They always uphold 
peace and believe in coexis-
tence. Exercising democratic 
norms and values, maintaining 
tolerance and fortitude and 
showing mutual respect are 
the preconditions for a flour-
ishing democracy. Therefore, 
we must maintain patience, 
self-restraint and forbearance 
along with a respect for others’ 
opinions in a democratic plu-
ralism. We have to arouse our 
indomitable spirit of war of lib-
eration and non-communal 
values. Bangabandhu cher-
ished a dream of transforming 
Bangladesh into Sonar Bangla 
(Golden Bengal). The present 
government has set “Vision 

2021” and “Vision 2041” to see 
Bangladesh ranked as a mid-
dle-income and a developed 
country respectively.

On this historic day of inde-
pendence, I urge all to make 

united efforts to accelerate the 
overall development and dem-
ocratic advancement of the 
country.

Khoda Hafez. May Bangla-
desh live forever.

building a happy, prosperous country 

Taro Aso
president, jApAn-bAnglAdesH 
pArliAmentAriAns’ leAgue

on behalf of the japan-
bangladesh parliamentary 
friendship league, i 
would like to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations 
to the government and 
people of the people’s re-
public of bangladesh on 
the auspicious occasion of 
the country’s indepen-
dence day. 

ever since bangladesh’s independence 
in 1971, japan and bangladesh have been 
consistently building close, friendly rela-
tions. both countries share a strong and 
stable bond based on the spirit of mutual 
interest, confidence and cooperation. i 
myself paid an official visit to bangladesh 
in july 2006 as the then foreign minister, 
and since 2008, i have been promoting 
the friendship between japan and bangla-
desh as the president of the japan-ban-
gladesh parliamentary friendship league. 

After the historical mutual visits by 
prime minister sheikh Hasina and prime 
minister shinzo Abe in 2014, i am very 
pleased to see that the bond of the two 

countries has been strengthened through 
the “comprehensive partnership.” last 
year, the japan-bangladesh parliamenta-
ry friendship league welcomed H.e. 
saber Chowdhury, president of the inter-
parliamentary union; H.e. obaidul Quad-
er, minister of road transport and bridges; 
and H.e. A.H.m. mustafa Kamal, minister 
of planning. they participated in mean-
ingful dialogues and discussions, deepen-
ing the exchanges between the two 
countries. 

bangladesh’s economy, which is con-
tinuing to grow steadily at a rate of over 6 
percent, is very attractive for japanese in-
vestment. the number of japanese com-
panies that entered bangladesh has 
increased to more than 230 and the 
amount of exports from bangladesh to 
japan is increasing, too. i am pleased to 
see that bilateral economic relations are 
steadily developing. 

bangladesh, which considers japan a 
“true friend,” is also an important friend 
for japan. the japan-bangladesh parlia-
mentary friendship league will continue 
to contribute to further deepening amica-
ble bilateral relations. 

in conclusion, i would like to extend my 
best wishes to the people of bangladesh 
for their further prosperity. 

Consistently building close and friendly relationship

sheikh Hasina
prime minister of bAnglAdesH

I convey my 
h e a r t i e s t 
greetings to 
my country-
men as well as 
to all expatri-
ate Bangla-
deshis on the 
occasion of 
the great In-
dependence and National day 
of Bangladesh.

March 26 is the day marking 
the earning of self-identity of 
our nation. It’s the day of break-
ing the shackles of subjugation. 
On the eve of the Independence 
day, I recall with deep gratitude 
the greatest Bangladeshi of all 
time, the Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
rahman, under whose dynam-
ic leadership we earned our 
great independence.

I pay my deep homage to the 
3 million martyrs and 200,000 
women who lost their inno-
cence in the war of liberation. I 

also pay my tributes to four na-
tional leaders who led the war 
of liberation. My homage goes 
to the valiant freedom fighters, 
including the wounded. I ex-
tend my sympathies to those 
who lost their near and dear 
ones and were subjected to bru-
tal torture during the war. I re-
call with gratitude our foreign 
friends who had extended their 
wholehearted support and co-
operation for the cause of our 
liberation.

The occupation forces 
launched sudden attack and 
started killing innocent and un-
armed Bangladeshis on the 
black night of March 25, 1971. 
Bangabandhu proclaimed the 
independence of Bangladesh at 
the first hour of March 26, 1971. 
Bangabandhu’s proclamation 
was spread all over the country 
via telegrams, teleprinters and 
EPr wireless. The international 
media also circulated Bang-
abandhu’s proclamation of in-
dependence.

Earlier, Bangabandhu, in his 
March 7 historic address at the 

Suhrawardy udayn, made a fer-
vent call of independence. he 
said, “The struggle of this time 
is for freedom, the struggle for 
this time is for our indepen-
dence.” he instructed the Ban-
gladesh nation to resist the 
enemies and, under the brave 
and dauntless leadership of 
Bangabandhu, we earned the 
ultimate victory on dec. 16, 
1971, after a nine-month bloody 
war.

The independence earned 
through the supreme sacrifices 
of millions of people is the 
greatest achievement of the 
Bengali nation. to ensure that 
this achievement remains 
meaningful, all should know the 
history of our great liberation 
war and retain the spirit of in-
dependence. The history should 
be passed on from generation 
to generation.

Whenever the Bangladesh 
awami League formed a gov-
ernment, it remained commit-
ted to developing the country 
and the nation, upholding the 
spirit of our great independence 

and freedom struggle. during 
the last seven years, we have 
implemented vast development 
programs in all sectors, includ-
ing agriculture, education, 
health, law and order, informa-
tion technology, energy and 
power, communications, sports, 
foreign relations, urban and 
rural development, human de-
velopment, social safety nets 
and female development. as a 
result, our purchasing capacity, 
per capita income, foreign cur-
rency reserves, exports, invest-
ment and employment have 
multiplied many times. Bangla-
desh has emerged as a role 
model of development and var-
ious countries and organiza-
tions, including the u.N., have 
lauded Bangladesh and hon-
ored our achievements.

We have executed the ver-
dicts for the killing of Bang-
abandhu and most of his 
family members. The verdicts 
against those who committed 
crimes against humanity are 
also being executed. The defeat-
ed anti-liberation, communal 

forces are still engaged in undo-
ing the democratic and devel-
opment process of the country. 
On this auspicious day, I urge 
the countrymen to foil any plot 
of the evil forces together.

We are committed to bring-
ing the fruits of independence 
to every corner of the country. 
Our target is to turn Bangladesh 
into a middle-income country 
by 2021, and a developed and 
prosperous one by 2041. We 
have been striving hard to ac-
complish this target.

I hope all citizens of our 
country will engage themselves 
with the utmost sincerity, hon-
esty and dedication to build 
Bangladesh as a peaceful, non-
communal, developed and 
prosperous country and help 
place it in a prestigious position 
in the comity of nations.

Let us take a fresh vow, im-
bued with the spirit of the war 
of liberation, to build a Golden 
Bangla as dreamed by the father 
of the nation.

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu. 
May Bangladesh live forever.

remembering the sacrifices of fighters for liberation

Women work at a garment factory. embAssy of bAnglAdesH
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Bangladesh Independence Day 

Rabab Fatima
ambassadoR oF bangladesh

It is my great 
pleasure to 
extend my 
w a r m e s t 
wishes to the 
readers of The 
Japan times 
on the occa-
sion of the 
45th anniver-
sary of the In-
dependence and National day 
of Bangladesh. 

I pay my deep homage to the 
Father of the Nation Bang-
abandhu Sheikh Mujibur rah-
man, who led us in our struggle 
for independence. I also pay 
tribute to the martyrs and he-
roes of the war of independence 
on this auspicious day. 

Japan remains one of our 
most important development 
partners. The exchange of visits 
in 2014 by our two prime min-
isters have taken our relations 
to new heights. We deeply ap-
preciate Japan’s support and in-
vestment in various 
mega-projects and develop-
ment initiatives in our country. 
This growing partnership be-
tween our countries places in-
frastructure development, trade 
and investment at the forefront. 

Japanese investment in Ban-
gladesh by both the public and 
private sectors is growing, but 
we would like to do more busi-
ness with Japan and see our 
trade grow. Bangladesh has one 
of the friendliest foreign invest-
ment and trade policies, and is 
blessed with a large skilled-la-
bor pool. a recent survey by 
JEtrO (2016) on business con-
ditions of Japanese companies 
in asia and Oceania found Ban-
gladesh to be the most econom-
ical in terms of wages in both 
manufacturing and non-man-
ufacturing sectors, with the cost 
of production less than half 
(49.5 percent) compared to 
Japan. The same survey ranked 
Bangladesh the highest in the 
region at 63 percent in terms of 
business confidence of Japa-
nese cEOs. The bright outlook 
of the Bangladesh economy is 
also reflected in a number of 
other studies and reports of rep-
utable organizations such as 
Pricewaterhousecoopers, 
Goldman Sachs and Mckinsey 
& company.

Bangladesh is a huge market 
of 160 million people with a 
growing middle class and rising 
consumerism. We have duty 
free access to 47 countries, in-
cluding major markets such as 
the Eu, India, australia, New 
Zealand, Norway, Japan, tur-
key, canada and russia. I invite 
Japanese investors to explore 
business opportunities and take 
advantage of the special incen-
tives being provided such as 
special economic zones exclu-
sively for Japanese investment. 

Prime Minister Sheikh ha-
sina’s development and growth 
road map, “Vision 2021,” places 
an inclusive and participatory 
development model at the cen-
ter of all national development 
efforts. This has resulted in Ban-
gladesh making notable prog-

ress in a number of areas such 
as public health and sanitation, 
women’s participation and em-
powerment, maternal mortality, 
life expectancy at birth, primary 
education and poverty reduc-
tion. We have maintained a 
steady GdP growth of around 6 
percent on average for the last 
decade, and have recently at-
tained the status of a lower-mid-
dle-income country. 

There has been what may be 
called a revolution in agricul-
ture in Bangladesh. a tiny land 
of 147,570 sq. km is now export-
ing food after feeding a vast 
population of around 160 mil-
lion. This has been possible 
through the optimum use of ar-
able land through diversifica-
tion of crops, along with rapid 
modernization of farming 
methods. agriculture and agro-
processing industries are now 
fast-growing areas of invest-
ment. 

 Our industrial sector is also 
witnessing steady and rapid 
growth along with necessary in-
frastructure and linkages. We 
are the second-largest ready-
made garment producer in the 
world. The prevalence of strong 
backward and forward linkages 
supported by a large pool of 
less-expensive skilled labor 
have made this sector highly at-
tractive for foreign investment 
and also a top sourcing country 
for the major markets of the 
world. In recent years, we have 
also emerged as a major export-
er of pharmaceutical products, 
exporting to over 90 countries 
after meeting domestic de-
mand. 

 Leather and footwear, light-
engineering, ship-building, ce-
ramics, glassware and steel are 
some of the other export-orient-
ed industries experiencing 
rapid growth. demand for jute 
products, an organic but afford-
able replacement for non-bio-
degradable and
environment-harming packag-
ing materials is also growing. 
Bangladesh, being the world’s 
top jute producer is reviving the 
diversified use of this natural 
fiber (called the “golden fiber”) 
and exporting to many coun-
tries. 

under Vision 2021, Prime 
Minister Sheikh hasina has 
placed top priority on digitaliza-
tion and a “digital Bangladesh” 
is now within our reach. Over 
131 million people are now 
using mobile phones in Bangla-
desh. The growth of Internet use 
is rapidly rising, making us a 
leading It outsourcing country. 

We are observing 2016 as the 
“Visit Bangladesh” year and I 
invite all our Japanese friends 
to visit Bangladesh and discov-
er its charm and beauty. 

 I would like to conclude by 
conveying my profound respect 
to their Imperial Majesties, Em-
peror akihito and Empress 
Michiko. I convey my most sin-
cere good wishes to the govern-
ment and the friendly people of 
Japan, and the members of the 
Japan-Bangladesh Parliamen-
tary Friendship League. I also 
congratulate and extend warm-
est felicitations to my fellow 
Bangladeshis in Japan. 

new avenues 
of investment

Padma Bridge, which is currently under construction embassy
oF bangladesh
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