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Azerbaljan National Day

Multiculturalism occupies key national role

Kamal Abdullayev
STATE COUNSELLOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN
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Multiculturalism is an
amalgam of the values
that have taken shape in
Azerbaijan over the cen-
turies. In the early days
of Azerbaijan’s indepen-
dence the then President
of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, national leader
Heydar Aliyev chose this
exact ideological goal for the sake of Azer-
baijan’s successful future development.
Through his own policy he developed the
Azerbaijani tradition of multiculturalism that
had formed down through the centuries and
moved it to a qualitatively new plane — the
political plane.

The national leader rightly considered
multiculturalism policy an integral part of
the country’s democratic development. He
showed that protecting the rights and free-
doms of the national minorities living in
Azerbaijan, including ethnic and cultural
values, arose from the important demo-
cratic principle of protecting human rights
and freedoms. As an alternative to ethnic
nationalism, he put forward as a national
ideology the principle of Azerbaijanism,
which was an essential condition for the
flourishing of the Azerbaijani people and
society as a whole and of Azerbaijani state-
hood too, and the main spiritual basis of
multiculturalism. The national leader said
that ethnic nationalism would eventually
lead to ethnic separatism and conflict
among peoples. The ideology of Azerbai-
janism on the other hand, unites all citizens
of the country, regardless of religion, lan-
guage or race.

President Ilham Aliyev, a worthy succes-
sor to national leader Aliyev, is successfully
developing a new stage in the policy of pro-
tecting and developing the Azerbaijani peo-
ple’s multicultural traditions. The president
today considers multiculturalism to be Azer-
baijan’s state policy and our people’s way of
life. In implementing the above-mentioned
policy, he lends special significance to coop-
eration with the U.N., OSCE, Council of Eu-
rope, European Union, the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation and other authoritative
international organizations. He constantly
notes the importance of our country joining
the conventions on protecting the rights and
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President of the Republic of Azerbaijan H.E.
Ilham Aliyev speaks at an event with Muslim,
Jewish and Orthodox Christian leaders in
Azerbaijan. EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN

freedoms of national minorities adopted by
these organizations. The International Hu-
manitarian Forum, which has been held reg-
ularly in Baku since 2011 on the initiative of
the president and with his participation, is
an extremely important aspect of Azerbai-
jan’s spiritual and political progress. In his
opening speech to the last forum, already a
traditional event, the president described
multiculturalism as “the best option for fu-
ture development to which there is no alter-
native” and said that it was especially
important for multicultural trends to be
strengthened not only in Azerbaijan, but in
the modern world.

The Heydar Aliyev Foundation, led by
UNESCO and ISESCO Goodwill Ambassador
and Milli Majlis (parliament) Deputy Mehrib-
an Aliyeva, provides undeniable services in
moving the president’s political values of
multiculturalism and tolerance to the aca-
demic, cultural and social planes on an inter-
national scale. Today, the Heydar Aliyev
Foundation carries out major, important
projects concerning the preservation, pro-
tection and promotion of Azerbaijan’s multi-
cultural traditions. These projects are not
developing Azerbaijani multiculturalism in a
closed fashion within just one country, but
working with religious and cultural diversity
worldwide.

The Baku International Multiculturalism
Centre was created on May 15, 2014 by the
decree of the president of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and year 2016 was declared as
the Year of Multiculturalism in Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijan will continue to make impor-
tant contributions to the traditions of tol-
erance, intercultural and inter-civilization
dialogue.

A country renowned for tolerance

Gursel Ismayilzada
AMBASSADOR OF AZERBAIJAN
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and to extend my warmest greet-
ings and sincere wishes to Their
Imperial Majesties Emperor Aki-
hito and Empress Michiko, the
Imperial family, the government
and the friendly people of Japan,
as well as the Azerbaijani com-
munity residing in Japan.

This year we celebrate the
25th anniversary of the restora-
tion of Azerbaijan’s indepen-
dence. Azerbaijan first gained its
independence in 1918, but re-
grettably it was short-lived until
1920. On August 30, 1991 Azer-
baijan’s Supreme Council ad-
opted the Declaration on the
Restoration of the State Indepen-
dence of the Republic of Azer-
baijan, and on Oct. 18, 1991, the
Constitutional Act on the State
Independence of the Republic of
Azerbaijan was approved.

Since then, Azerbaijan has de-
veloped into a thriving country
with rapid growth and become
an important player in the glob-
al energy market owing to the
leadership of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan H.E.
ITham Aliyev. The path to inde-
pendence for the people of Azer-
baijan has not come without
difficulties and sacrifice. Today
Azerbaijan suffers from the ag-
gression of neighboring Armenia
that has occupied 20 percent of
Azerbaijani territories, resulting
in the loss of life of more than
30,000 people and creating over
1 million refugees and internal-
ly displaced people.

The international commu-
nity has consistently deplored
and condemned the use of mil-
itary force against Azerbaijan

and the resulting occupation of
its territories. In 1993, the U.N.
Security Council adopted reso-
lutions 822 (1993), 853 (1993),
874(1993) and 884 (1993), con-
demning the use of force against
Azerbaijan and the occupation
of its territories, reaffirming the
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Azerbaijan and the in-
violability of its internationally
recognized borders. In those
resolutions, the Security Coun-
cilreaffirmed that the Nagorno-
Karabakh region is part of
Azerbaijan and demanded the
immediate, complete and un-
conditional withdrawal of the
occupying forces from all the
occupied territories of Azerbai-
jan.

Azerbaijan has always dem-
onstrated strong commitment to
its energy policy, advocated free

Views of Azerbaijan EMBASSY OF AZERBAIJAN

market economy and competi-
tion. The country plays an im-
portant role in  energy
diversification and energy secu-
rity. Very important steps in im-
plementing the Southern Gas
Corridor, a project for the energy
security of Europe, have been
taken.

In 2015, in the aftermath of a
sharp decline in the oil price on
world markets, oil-exporting
countries encountered certain
difficulties. Azerbaijan was able
to get out of this crisis with min-
imum losses. Rapid and flexible
policies, stimulus packages on
banking services, easing cus-
toms tariffs and promoting in-
vestments have led to facilitation
of maintaining of the sustainable
economic development.

Azerbaijan asserted itself in
the world as a very strong transit
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country. These opportunities are
created by investment in the
transport infrastructure. Cargo
not only from Central Asia, but
also from East Asian countries is
now passing through the terri-
tory of Azerbaijan.

Azerbaijan is world renowned
forits centuries-old ethnic diver-
sity and religious tolerance. The
year 2016 has been declared the
Year of Multiculturalism in Azer-
baijan. As the first secular de-
mocracy in the Muslim world
since 1918, Azerbaijan isamodel
of peaceful coexistence of a
number of different nations and
confessions.

Bilateral relations between
Azerbaijan and Japan are suc-
cessfully developing in various
fields. The two countries enjoy
high-level political ties through
last year’s mutual visits aiming
to deepen a broad range of areas
of mutual interest such as part-
nership in the field of energy and
economic cooperation in non-
oilindustries. Azerbaijan is grad-
ually becoming one of the
popular tourism destinations for
Japanese travelers. Another pos-
itive step forward is recent open-
ing of direct cargo flights from

Azerbaijan to Japan operated by
Azerbaijani Silk Way Cargo
Company with the aim to foster
trade between two countries and
beyond.

The priority of Azerbaijan
apart from energy-related busi-
ness areas is to promote imple-
mentation of the best practices
of Japanese technologies, attract
direct investment to non-oil in-
dustries, in particular agricul-
ture, information and high
technology, tourism and service
areas. The government of Azer-
baijan is aspiring to see Japanese
businesses more proactive in
Azerbaijani market.

Over the pastyears the capital
of Azerbaijan — Baku city has
become a center of global sport-
ing events. As the capital is pre-
paring to host the Formula-1
Baku European Grand Prix in
June, Iinvite the people of Japan
to see this grandiose sporting
event and enjoy reach diversity
comprising of history and mo-
dernity in Baku city.

I'take this opportunity to wish
friendly people of Japan, as well
as the Azerbaijani community
residingin Japan peace, prosper-
ity, happiness and well-being.
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