Djibouti National Day

Unified nation embraces peace,

Ahmed Araita Ali
AMBASSADOR OF DJIBOUTI

June 27,1977,
marked the
National Day
of the Repub-
lic of Djibouti.
Celebrating
our closerela-
tionship with
Japan, based
on common
values and beliefs, I have the
distinct pleasure, on behalf of
the government and people of
Djibouti, to express my best
wishes for happiness, peace
and prosperity to Their Impe-
rial Majesties Emperor Akihito
and Empress Michiko, the Im-
perial family, and my gratitude
to the government and the peo-
ple of Japan.

The government and the
people of Djibouti patiently
built and consolidated to-
gether a modern nation based
on “The common will to live
in togetherness,” to quote the
beautiful formula coined by
H.E. President Ismail Omar
Guelleh.

The leadership and person-
al commitment of President
Guelleh has been recognized
internationally in making our
country a land of peace, cul-
tural diversity and social co-
hesion. This is reflected in our

diplomacy.

Presidential election

On April 9, President Guelleh
won a landslide victory in an
election with a commanding
87 percent of ballots giving
him another five-year term in
office. In the process, there
has been a complete reshuffle
of the cabinet, including a
newly created position of
Minister at the Presidency
that is tasked with investment
issues.

The new minister is tasked
with facilitating foreign in-
vestment in Djibouti by sup-
porting initiatives to improve
the environment and invest-
ment opportunities such as
advocating a policy of flexibil-
ity in investment operations
and modern regulatory
framework and procedures.

Upcoming summit

Earlier this year, on March 14
and 15, Djibouti was delight-
ed to have the opportunity to
host the Preparatory Senior
Officials’ Meeting for the sixth
Tokyo International Confer-
ence on African Development
(TICAD VI). We are grateful
for Japan’s leadership role
and determination to play a
major role in Africa through
the respect of principles un-
derlying TICAD. Already, we

can testify that real progress
and extensive benefits have
been brought to the entire Af-
rican continent through
TICAD.

Appointing a minister in
charge of investment is a
timely decision for Djibouti in
the context of TICAD VI,
which is scheduled for Aug. 27
and 28 in Nairobi. The agenda
will include trade and invest-
ment opportunities for the

diversity

private sector, and large Japa-
nese companies, African
heads of state and business
leaders are expected to be in
attendance.

Djibouti-Japan relations
The friendly and close rela-
tions between Djibouti and
Japan are based on common
values and efforts to promote
peace and stability. Both
countries are playing a lead-
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ingrole as partners in fighting
international piracy in the
East Africa region. These ef-
forts have produced signifi-
cant and positive results and,
since 2011, Djibouti is in the

only country to host a Japa-
nese Maritime Self-Defense
Force facilities.

A vision for the future
Djibouti, with its “Vision

Djibouti President Ismail Omar Guelleh (left) greets Norio
Maruyama, director-general of African affairs at the Japanese
Foreign Ministry, who visited the country to attend the TICAD
VI Preparatory Senior Officials’ Meeting in March. EMBASSY OF
DJIBOUTI
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2035” development program,
has decided to take advan-
tage of its geostrategic loca-
tion. On one hand it intends
to become the gateway of
choice to Africa and the Mid-

dle East for businesses, while
on the other it seeks to be the
powerhouse of East Africa’s
economic growth through
servicing its neighboring
countries’ trade.

Congratulations

to the People of
the Republic of Djibouti
on the 39th Anniversary

of Their Independence

74 TOYOTA TSUSHO

Metals/ Global Production Parts & Logistics/ Automotive/ Machinery, Energy & Project/
Chemicals & Electronics/Food & Agribusiness/ Consumer Products & Services

Head Office : 4-9-8, Meieki, Nakamura-ku, Nagoya
Tokyo Head Office : 2-3-13, Konan, Minato-ku, Tokyo 81-3-4306-5000

www.toyota-tsusho.com

SARL MARILL AUTOMOTIVE

(Official Authorized Toyota Distributor in Djibouti)
8, Rue Marchand, Djibouti, Republic of Djibouti (B.P. 57)
TEL: 253-21-32-9400 FAX: 253-21-35-6563
Web site: http://www.groupe-marill.com/

81-52-584-5000






