Canada Day

Bilateral cooperation in a variety of sectors
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On behalf of the government of
Canada, Iwould like to extend to
all Canadians
and friends of
Canadaavery f \
happy Cana- Pl |
da Day. | ‘
Over the g v
past year, the : " il
Canada-Japan S
relationship
has grown at %
alllevels — government-to-gov-
ernment, business-to-business
and people-to-people. The high-
light was the visit to Japan of
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
and his wife Sophie Gregoire
Trudeau. In addition to partici-
pating in the G-7 Ise-Shima
summit, he had an audience
with Their Majesties Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko,
met bilaterally with Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe and promoted
Canada’s automotive sector
through meetings with some of
Japan’sleading automobile and
automotive parts manufactur-
ers. Canadian ministers also vis-
ited Japan to attend G-7
ministerial meetings, with sev-
eral adding a bilateral compo-
nent to their visit to foster the
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bilateral relationship.

On the business side, our re-
lationship continues to grow.
Bilateral investment continued
to be a driver for both our econ-
omies with Canadian compa-
nies investing over $8 billion in
Japan and Japanese companies
investing over $22 billion in
Canada, making Japan Cana-
da’sleading Asian investor. This
year also marks the 30th anni-
versary of the Canada-Japan
Science and Technology Agree-
ment and this sector has seen
significant achievements and a
strengthening of ties, including
the awarding of the 2015 Nobel
Prize in physics to professor Ar-
thur McDonald of Queen’s Uni-
versity and professor Takaaki
Kajita of the University of Tokyo.
Our business communities also
deepened their ties through the
establishment of the Canada-
Japan Chambers Council,
which held its inaugural meet-
ing in Vancouver in March.

We have seen significant ac-
tivity in the area of peace and
security cooperation over the
pastyear. Highlights included a
meeting of foreign and defense
deputy ministers, the visit to
Tokyo of the HMCS Winnipeg
and continued cooperation be-
tween Canada and Japan to

combat illegal, unreported and
unauthorized fishing.

Canada’s reputation for high-
quality education, in English and
French, in an affordable environ-
ment continues to resonate in
Japan. The fall 2015 Study in
Canada fair was the embassy’s
largest ever, welcoming over
2,300 people from the Japanese
public to interact with represen-
tatives from 86 Canadian educa-
tional institutions. On Nov. 2and
3 in Tokyo and Nov. 5 in Osaka,
we will again hold our Study in
Canada Fair and look forward to
welcoming you! Over the past
year the strong cultural ties be-
tween Canada and Japan were
exemplified through exhibits at
the embassy’s Prince Takamado
Gallery and through the many
Canadian concerts, films and
artists that were welcomed to
Japan. For information on our
educational, cultural and other
events, please follow us on twit-
ter @CanadaNihon, @CanEm-
bJapan, @AmbCanJapon, or sign
up toreceive our e-newsletter at
the embassy website.

This year marks the fifth an-
niversary of the Great East
Japan Earthquake. This past
March, over 250 Japanese lan-
terns provided by the Miyagi
Prefecture city of Natori were

decorated with messages of
hope and illuminated at the
embassy to show Canada’s sup-
port for the people of To-
hoku. In addition, the embassy
and program sponsors orga-
nized a special Tohoku-focused
edition of the Canada-Japan
Leadership Fund scholarship
program, providing an oppor-
tunity for students from the af-
fected region to pursue
short-term language study pro-
grams in Canada.

On the people-to-people side,
I would like to recognize the
many friends of Canada who,
through Canada-Japan friend-
ship societies, sister city linkag-
es and more, contributed to the
development of the Canada-Ja-
pan relationship via activities
that engaged individuals and
businesses on both sides of the
Pacific.

Next year, Canada will cel-
ebrate the 150th anniversary
of Confederation, an oppor-
tunity for Canadians from
coast to coast to coast to cel-
ebrate the achievements of
our country and show their
pride in being Canadian. We
hope you will share in the cel-
ebration with us.

Happy Canada Day! Bonne
Fete du Canada!



