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Kingdom of Morocco Throne Day

Samir Arrour
AmbASSAdor of the kingdom of 
morocco

today marks the 17th anniver-
sary of the enthronement of His 
Majesty the King Mohammed 
VI. On this auspicious occasion, 
as ambassa-
dor to Japan, I 
would like to 
convey my re-
spectful greet-
ings to Their 
Imperial Maj-
esties Emper-
or akihito and 
Empress Michiko, the Imperial 
family, Prime Minister Shinzo 
abe, the government and the 
friendly people of Japan.

60 years have passed since 
diplomatic relations between 
Morocco and Japan were estab-
lished and since then the privi-
leged ties that bind the two 
countries has been continuous-
ly enhanced by our friendship.

The bilateral relations be-
tween our two countries  
witnessed tremendous develop-
ment during the last year, as re-
flected by several official visits 
from both sides that consolidat-
ed these ties to a higher level. 

I seize this opportunity to 
shed light on a few aspects re-
garding achievements realized 
by Morocco on the political, eco-
nomic and international levels 

with respect to the positive evo-
lution of Morocco’s relations 
with Japan.

Since the accession of His 
Majesty the King to the throne, 
Morocco has embarked on a 
large and comprehensive demo-
cratic process of reforms in the 
political, economic and social 
fields. This process aims at 
strengthening the rule of law and 
broadening the scope of funda-
mental freedoms and human 
rights. This is being done while 
taking into account Moroccan 
specificities, related to a long-
standing historical and sociocul-
tural heritage and Moroccan 
values based on the principles of 
solidarity, peace and tolerance. 

With the adoption of a new 
constitution in 2011, legislative 
elections in November the same 
year and the subsequent forma-
tion of a coalition government, 
Morocco has gone through the 
implementation of constitution-
al reforms at various levels.

With the aim of boosting sci-
entific and cultural reflection on 
Islam and spreading tolerant 
Islam in africa, Morocco 
launched “The Mohammed VI 
Foundation for african Schol-
ars.” The foundation, which is 
part of Morocco’s soft strategy to 
tackle radicalization and fight 
extremism and religious fanati-
cism through the spreading of 
moderate Islam, is meant to fos-

ter coordination between afri-
can Muslim scholars with a view 
to disseminating shared Islamic 
african cultural heritage.

In yet further evidence of his 
commitment to promoting reli-
gious moderation and tolerance 
in the region, His Majesty the 
King inaugurated the Higher 
Council of the Mohammed VI 
Foundation for african ulema 
in 2016. First announced in June 
2015, the foundation brings to-
gether 120 ulema, Muslim schol-
ars recognized for their 
knowledge of Islamic law and 
theology, from 31 countries in 
africa. 

The significant economic 
progress that has been achieved 
by Morocco is the result of a pro-
gressive, smooth transformation 
process launched in 1999, under 
the guidance of His Majesty the 
King, to ensure fair growth with 
great potential and a larger spec-

trum that guarantees the inclu-
sion and participation of all 
citizens, strengthening social 
cohesion and stability.

at the same time, the govern-
ment maintained its policy of 
improving the business climate 
and encouraging private invest-
ment so as to support econom-
ic consolidation. These efforts 
provided Morocco with a quali-
tative edge, as reflected with the 
World Bank’s doing Business 
2015 report, giving the country 
an advanced ranking. In addi-
tion, a new industrial strategy 
(for 2014-2020) was launched to 
drive structural changes and 
strengthen the country’s posi-
tion in global value chains.

We are very pleased to note 
that during this year, the rela-
tionships between our two 
countries have continued to de-
velop harmoniously and have 
diversified to cover a large 
sphere of activities.

In this perspective, the re-
markable development of trade 
relations and the significant Jap-
anese investments made in re-
cent years in our country helped 
in making Morocco a favorite 
destination for Japanese busi-
nesses. More than 40 Japanese 
companies invested and are car-
rying out their business in a very 
stable and encouraging environ-
ment in Morocco, employing 
more than 40,000 Moroccan cit-

izens. 
It should be noted that Mo-

roccan-Japanese cooperation, 
particularly with the Japanese 
International Cooperation 
agency, is recognized as a suc-
cess story that has had a positive 
and direct impact, especially on 
the development of infrastruc-
ture and equipment of our 
country, as well as the imple-
mentation of the National Initia-
tive for Human development. 

Japan is a strategic partner for 
Morocco in the development of 
capacity building in areas such 
as education and today, aca-
demic cooperation is focused on 
addressing the needs and mod-
ernization processes of the areas 
of research and training human 
resources.

For many years, Japan has 
played a major role in the socio-
economic development of our 
region in general and of Moroc-
co in particular. In fact, a new 
and improved relationship be-
tween Japan and our region and 
continent is facing global chal-
lenges such as beneficial use of 
natural resources and climate 
change with a keen focus on sus-
tainable development, renew-
able energy and socioeconomic 
progress that has seen support 
for the various initiatives taken 
in order to achieve socioeco-
nomic development.

Morocco hosted the fourth 

edition of the Japan-arab Eco-
nomic Forum in Casablanca on 
May 4 and 5. This forum repre-
sented a great opportunity for the 
Japanese private sector to seek 
new investments in Morocco and 
add to the already established 
Japanese corporations, which are 
noteworthy success stories. 

Morocco will host this year 
the 22nd Session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the u.N. 
Framework on Climate Change 
(COP 22) in the city of Marrake-
ch from Nov. 7 to 18. 

as a tourist destination, there 
is certainly no shortage of great 
attractions in Morocco. The 
country enjoys a strong sense of 
culture and a long and ancient 
history with as many as eight lo-
cations designated by uNESCO 
as World Heritage sites. Most of 
the cultural heritage sites are 
historical in nature and provide 
a wealth of information and 
form a significant part of the his-
tory of mankind.

I would like to conclude my 
message by reiterating the keen 
interest of the government of the 
Kingdom of Morocco to further 
develop and consolidate the ex-
isting excellent relations with 
Japan within the framework of a 
win-win spirit that accommo-
dates the interests of each of our 
two countries and fully responds 
to the needs and aspirations of 
our peoples.

reforms ongoing in a variety of areas 

H.M. King Mohammed VI

haruko hirose
PreSident, JAPAn-morocco ASSociAtion

on the occasion of morocco’s throne 
day, i would like to extend my sincere 
and heartfelt congratulations to his maj-
esty king mohammed Vi on behalf of all 
members of the Japan-morocco Associ-
ation.

on this auspicious occasion, i would 
also like to express my sincere greetings 
to her royal highness Princess Lalla 
Salma, his royal highness crown Prince 

moulay Al hassan, her royal highness Princess Lalla 
khadija and other members of the royal family, as well 
as to the people and government of the kingdom of mo-
rocco.

Under the leadership of the king, morocco continues its 
steady economic growth, maintains peace and security, 
and warmly welcomes foreigners, as both investors and 
tourists. it demonstrates a leading model of economic and 
social development in the region following the Arab Spring 
movement.

the relationship between Japan and morocco has al-
ways been excellent and this year marks the 60th anniver-
sary of diplomatic relations between Japan and morocco. i 
am very happy to note that many events are being orga-
nized to celebrate this special year. the Japan-morocco As-
sociation conducted a new Year’s forum in January and 
organized a special tour to morocco in february. morocco 
hosted a Japan-Arab economic forum in early may in cas-
ablanca and many private Japanese companies visited mo-
rocco that were impressed with their visit and renewed 
their interest in investing in morocco. furthermore, the 
sixth tokyo international conference for African develop-
ment (ticAd Vi) will be held in nairobi in August. many pri-
vate companies that are interested in investing in Africa are 
finding morocco as the gateway to doing business in Afri-
ca.

We had an official visit by morocco’s industry minister in 
may, while his Japanese counterpart, motoo hayashi, visit-
ed morocco on the occasion of Japan-Arab economic 
forum. Additionally, there are various exchanges of many 
other important personalities planned.

tV programs and magazine articles featuring morocco 
and the country as a tourist destination continue to be very 
popular, as are a variety of moroccan products such as 
argan oil, olive oil, salted lemon, tajine cooking and 
babouche slippers. 

to promote friendship and better mutual understanding, 
the Japan-morocco Association will continue to organize 
various events with the cooperation of the embassy of the 
kingdom of morocco in Japan, including monthly lectures 
related to morocco and seminars on economic relations. 
We will participate in morocco Week, which will be held in 
the flower festival commemorative Park in gifu Prefecture 
in october. 

Additionally, the annual moroccan evening at the hotel 
chinzanso tokyo, is scheduled to take place this year on 
nov. 8 and new participants to these events are welcome to 
consult our website for details on taking part.

Maintaining economic growth

kenji kosaka
former PreSident, JAPAn-
morocco PArLiAmentArY LeAgUe

as a former 
president of 
the Japan-
Morocco Par-
l i a m e n t a r y 
league, as 
well as a long-
time friend of 
Morocco, on 
behalf of all 

league members, I would like 
to express my sincere and 
heartfelt congratulations to His 
royal Highness Crown Prince 
Moulay al Hassan, Her royal 
Highness lalla Khadija, Her 
royal Highness lalla Salma, 
the royal Family and the peo-
ple and government of Moroc-
co on the auspicious occasion 
of the 17th anniversary of the 
enthronement of His Majesty 
King Mohammed VI.

This year marks the 60th an-
niversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between 
Japan and Morocco. I am 
pleased to note that since 1956, 
both countries have built a 
strong bilateral relationship. I 
would like to express profound 
respect to those from our two 
countries who have made ef-
forts to advance this friendship. 

last month, I resigned from 
the diet post that I had held 
since 1990, while also opting 
out of the Japan-Morocco Par-
liamentary league, whose pres-
idency I had been holding since 
May 2007. during my service, I 
had the great honor of visiting 
Morocco in May 2013. during 

my visit, I discussed ways to 
consolidate our relationships 
with H.E. abedelilah Benki-
rane, head of the Moroccan 
government, and H.E. Karim 
Ghellab, chairman and presi-
dent of the House of represen-
tatives. I also had the honor to 
discuss with H.E. Mohamed 
Cheikh Biadillah, president of 
the House of Councillors, par-
liamentarian cooperation be-
tween our two countries during 
his official visit to Japan in Sep-
tember 2014. 

In recent years, the Middle 
East and the North africa re-
gion are experiencing upheav-
als. However, under the 
initiative of the king, Morocco 
remains one of the most stable 
countries in the region. Thanks 
to this stability, Japanese com-
panies are expanding their 
business both with, and in, Mo-
rocco. as a man who loves Mo-
rocco deeply, I sincerely hope 
that the relations between our 
two countries will be further 
strengthened in all fields, in-
cluding political, economic, so-
cial, cultural and others.

Morocco was once known by 
the name of “Maghreb El-aqca,” 
which means Far West. On the 
other hand, Japan is known as 
a country in the Far East. I hope 
with sincerity that these two 
countries located respectively 
in the Far West and Far East will 
deepen understanding and co-
operation with each other. 

I hope the Japan-Morocco 
Parliamentary league will 
continue to contribute to ac-
complishing many of these ob-
jectives.

nation offers stable 
access to the region

Bab Mansour Gate in Meknes is widely considered to be one of 
the most beautiful gates in Africa. embASSY of the kingdom of 
morocco

Marrakech is home to the 12th-century Jardin Menara 
gardens. embASSY of the kingdom of morocco
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