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today, sept. 
7 is the na-
tional day of 
brazil and 
the opening 
day of the rio 
2016 para-
l y m p i c 
Games. after 
successfully 

delivering the 2014 soccer 
World Cup and the 2016 
Olympics, my country will 
now become the 14th country 
to host the summer paralym-
pic Games, the first in Latin 
america and the second in the 
southern Hemisphere. It is an 
excellent moment to under-
line the importance of the 
paralympic movement, as well 
as to share our experience in 
public policies for people with 
disabilities.

The 1988 Federal Constitu-
tion of brazil provides the 
legal framework for a free, 
democratic and fair country, 
guided by solidarity and com-
mitted to goals such as the in-
clusion and the empowerment 
of every person, without prej-
udice or discrimination of any 
nature. In 2007, brazil became 
one of the first signatories of 
the U.n. Convention on the 
rights of persons with dis-
abilities, as well as its Option-
al protocol. The convention 
was the first human rights 
treaty ratified by my country 
with constitutional amend-
ment status. In other words, 
the rights established by the 
U.n. convention are now en-
shrined in fundamental bra-
zilian law.

In compliance with the 
legal determinations, brazil 
has been implementing ambi-
tious public policies to en-
hance the rights of people 
with disabilities. It is impor-
tant to remember that a sig-
nificant proportion of the 
brazilian population have 
some form of disability. This 
is, of course, a challenge for 

the three levels of government 
— federal, state and munici-
pal — and for the whole bra-
zilian society.

The main objective of our 
public policies is to strengthen 
the participation of people 
with disabilities by promoting 
their autonomy, removing 
barriers and providing access 
— on an equal basis — to the 
goods and services offered to 
the population as a whole. ed-
ucation, health and accessi-
bility are key components in 

these efforts. The dimension 
of our challenge is even great-
er for a developing country 
with a large territory such as 
brazil and there is much still 
to be done.

The Inclusion of persons 
with disabilities act (Federal 
Law 13.146) came into force 
this year. The new legislation 
provides for clear definitions 
as to who has a disability, 
turns discrimination against 
people with disabilities into a 
crime and lays out quotas for 

inclusion and better access. 
The law also requires the gov-
ernment to collect data and 
foster research to improve the 
formulation, management, 
monitoring and evaluation of 
public policies.

The law also states that 2.7 
percent of the gross revenues 
of the federal lotteries should 
be invested in sport, up from 
the current level of 2 percent. 
Of this investment, the brazil-
ian paralympic Committee 
should receive 37 percent — a 
significant increase over the 
15 percent of the lottery rev-
enues the committee had 
been receiving.

as we all know, sports are a 
powerful driving force of 
human endeavor. The rio 
2016 paralympic Games will 
highlight the collective initia-
tives that have been under-
taken in brazil toward sports, 
health, education and the so-
cial inclusion of people with 
any kind of disability. 

major paralympic athletes 
are celebrities in my country 
and swimmer daniel dias and 
sprinter alan Fonteles are just 
two examples of this. The evo-
lution of our paralympic del-

egation illustrates the success 
of our policies. brazil went 
from finishing in 37th place in 
atlanta 1996, with only two 
gold medals, to seventh place 

in London 2012, with 21 gold 
medals. In rio 2016, I will be 
rooting for both brazilian and 
Japanese paralympians. 

In 2020, tokyo will become 

the first city ever to hold two 
editions of the paralympic 
Games. The meaning of the 
sequential realization of the 
summer Games in brazil and 

in Japan is clear. Our partner-
ship, which reached 120 years 
in 2015, shall now be strength-
ened by an inspiring paralym-
pic bridge from “rio to tokyo.”

rio Paralympics: time for empowerment

A mural by Brazilian artist Kobra at the Embassy of Brazil in 
Tokyo pays tribute to composers Tom Jobim and Vinicius de 
Moraes. the government of brAziL

From left: President Michel Temer lights the Rio 2016 Paralympic Torch at a ceremony in Brasilia; The Rio 2016 Olympic and Paralympic 
Park in Barra da Tijuca the government of brAziL
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