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Zambia Independence Day

Katsumi Yamaguchi
chairman, Japan-zambia friendship association; 
president, ecc group of schools

i am pleased to convey my 
heartfelt congratulations on 
the 52nd anniversary of the 
independence of the repub-
lic of zambia. it is a great 
honor to join the people of 
zambia in celebrating its in-
dependence day each year 
since our establishment in 
1975. on behalf of the mem-

bers of the Japan-zambia friendship associa-
tion, students and staff at the ecc group of 
schools, and the people of Japan, i am sincere-
ly pleased to extend our warmest congratula-
tions to his excellency, president edgar lungu, 
and our love and friendship to all the people of 
the peace-loving republic of zambia. 

i am very impressed to see zambia con-
tinuing to make steady strides as a peaceful, 
independent nation. i pray for the continued 
progress of the country and the peace and 
happiness of all the people of zambia. our as-
sociation is based on the founding philosophy 
of the ecc foreign language institute, the 
charter body of the fellowship: “it is our goal, 
through the teaching of foreign languages, to 
contribute to the development of our stu-
dents’ capabilities, international awareness 
and leadership qualities. in this way, we hope 
to promote more interaction and understand-
ing among the peoples of the world, thus 
helping to contribute to world peace.”

i hope through working together to pro-
mote bilateral friendship, mutual understand-

ing, and further interactions, ties between the 
republic of zambia and Japan continue to 
grow. the republic of zambia left an everlast-
ing impression on Japan when they entered 
the olympic stadium as an independent na-
tion during the closing ceremony of the 1964 
tokyo olympic games. We hope to foster 
stronger ties between Japan and zambia in 
the lead up to the 2020 tokyo olympic and 
paralympic games.

With this in mind, our association has car-
ried out various activities to promote mutual 
understanding and to form bonds of friendship 
between the people of zambia and the people 
of Japan. this year we delivered textbooks and 
books to the zambian embassy for zambian 
secondary schools and the university of zam-
bia. this was made possible thanks to gener-
ous donations from ecc students, teachers 
and staff, as well as the general public, and the 
support of the ecc save-the-earth campaign. 
the association also provided assistance at the 
Kansai airport travel expo. We hope that more 
Japanese people will visit zambia in the future 
and build long-lasting ties. 

once again, i’d like to offer congratulations 
on the 52nd anniversary of the independence 
of zambia. it is the greatest pleasure for our 
association to attempt to serve the needs of 
the people of zambia, even in our small way. 
With heartfelt wishes for an ever-brighter fu-
ture, the association and the ecc group of 
schools will continue to make efforts in the 
hopes of strengthening and increasing the 
ties of friendship between our two nations, 
and throughout the world, with the ultimate 
objective of eliminating the three great human 
tragedies of war, poverty and disease.

Promoting friendship and mutual understanding

ndiyoi muliwana mutiti
ambassador of zambia

on behalf of the President of 
the republic of Zambia, H.e. 
edgar c. Lungu, the people 
and the government of Zam-
bia, I convey heartfelt greetings 
and best wishes of good health 
to their Majesties emperor aki-
hito and empress Michiko, the 
Imperial family, Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo abe and the people 

and govern-
ment of 
Japan.

I remain 
c o m m i t t e d 
to continue 
strengthen-
ing the excel-
lent ties and 
cordial rela-

tions that exist between Zam-
bia and Japan. the 
technological advancement, 

innovation, education and 
high-quality infrastructure 
among others are pertinent 
areas that give Japan its com-
petitive edge. these are areas 
that Zambia will endeavor to 
learn from Japan during my 
tenure and it will be impor-
tant that the learning or 
knowledge acquired is im-
parted onto others in Zambia 
to ensure there is continuous 
improvement. 

as Zambia commemorates 
her 52nd Independence an-
niversary, the country is ex-
amining how to continue 
with its development agenda 
to ensure that the economy 
remains robust, wealth is cre-
ated and the living standards 
of the citizens enhanced. as 
a country, Zambia will con-
tinue to promote democracy, 
as this is an important tenet 
of modern day governance. 
Zambia has since indepen-
dence been a very peaceful 
and stable country and the 
resolve for peace is demon-

strated by the way ordinary 
citizens and the business 
community undertake their 
activities with ease and 
peace. 

Going forward, Zambia is 
committed to encouraging 
the Japanese business com-
munity to trade and invest in 
the different sectors of the 
economy, as this is the surest 
way to create wealth and 
bring about continuous de-
velopment in the country. 
Priority sectors include agri-
culture, energy, infrastruc-
ture development, and 
tourism. as Zambia is richly 
endowed with minerals, in-
cluding copper, gold, gem-
stones and cobalt, the 
country is now looking to add 
value to the minerals it pro-
duces and investors are en-
couraged to undertake 
mineral processing and value 
addition. the same applies 
for agriculture products.

Zambia is determined to di-
versify the economy and to 
this end, the government, 
along with the private sector, 
has created Multi-Facility eco-
nomic Zones. The zones are 
special purpose vehicles that 

are being used as platforms for 
expanding the manufacturing 
sector. The zones, namely 
chambeshi, Lusaka east, Lu-
saka South, Lumwana and 
roma Park have supporting 
infrastructure, including 
roads, power and water, as well 
as incentives to attract invest-
ment. The goods produced can 
be exported to the South afri-
can development communi-
ty or the common Market for 
eastern and Southern africa 
where Zambia is part of the 
free trade area. Further, the 
country is also given preferen-
tial market access to Japan, the 
eU, the U.S., china, India and 
canada under various initia-
tives.

In conclusion, I wish to en-
courage future tourists to 
consider Zambia as a travel 
destination. the country is 
home to numerous water-
falls, including Victoria Falls, 
which is a UneSco World 
Heritage site and one of the 
seven natural wonders of the 
world. the country is also 
home to various animals, hot 
springs and the second-larg-
est wildebeest migration in 
the world.

further development 
through investment

President of the Republic of 
Zambia Edgar C. Lungu
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