
The Japan Times  Friday, November 11, 2016  5

Our Heartiest Welcome 

to His Excellency

Narendra Damodardas Modi,

Prime Minister of India, 

on His Of�cial Visit to Japan

http://www.sojitz.com/en

Our Heartiest Welcome 

to His Excellency

Narendra Damodardas Modi,

Prime Minister of India, 

on His Of�cial Visit to Japan

Find what you seek

インド政府観光局
Indiatourism, Tokyo

Isei Bldg. 7/8 Fl., 1-8-17, Ginza, Chuo-ku,
Tokyo 104-0061
Tel: 03-3561-0651/2   Fax: 03-3561-0655
http://www.incredibleindia.org

Varanasi　

Indian Prime Minister’s Visit

H.E. Sujan R. Chinoy
Ambassador of India

I deem it an 
honor to con-
tribute to the 
special sup-
plement pub-
lished by The 
Japan Times 
on the occa-
sion of the 
ongoing two-

day visit of the Prime Minister 
of India, H.E Narendra Modi, 
to Japan for the 11th annual bi-
lateral summit meeting with 
Prime Minister H.E. Shinzo 
Abe. This visit provides fresh 
impetus to bilateral ties be-
tween India and Japan, build-
ing further on the momentum 
created by his visit to Japan in 
2014 and the subsequent visit 
of Japan’s prime minister to 
India in December. This is the 
eighth meeting between the 
two since the Prime Minister 
Modi assumed office in 2014. 
It is a valuable opportunity for 

the two leaders to meet, as 
friends and as leaders of two of 
Asia’s largest economies, to ad-
vance bilateral engagement 
under the special strategic and 
global partnership.

Relations between India and 
Japan are millennial in nature. 
They are cemented by close 
bonds forged on the anvil of 
Buddhism, which spread from 
India to other countries in 
Asia, including Japan. As two 
large democracies, we value 
openness, transparency and 
respect for the rule of law. 

Our relationship is marked 
by a convergence on econom-
ic and strategic issues. As two 
prominent maritime states 
straddling the vast and dynam-
ic Indo-Pacific region, both 
India and Japan are committed 
to the cause of peace, stability 
and prosperity. Both support 
freedom of navigation and 
overflight, as well as unimped-
ed maritime commerce 
through the interlinked sea 
lanes of the Pacific and Indian 

Oceans.
We welcomed Japan’s par-

ticipation this year as a regular 
member, for the first time, join-
ing India and the U.S. in the 
successful Malabar naval exer-
cises held off the coast of 
Japan. Dialogue between the 
three defense services provides 
a platform for closer coopera-
tion, particularly in the field of 
maritime security, humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster re-
lief. Promoting regional 
connectivity is a common ob-
jective, as is the creation of an 
inclusive, balanced and open 
regional architecture. India 
and Japan have condemned 
terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations with zero toler-
ance and have reaffirmed their 
deep concern at the continued 
threat posed by terrorists and 
terror groups. Together, we 
have called upon all countries 
to implement U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1267 and 
other relevant resolutions des-
ignating terrorist entities, and 
to work to eliminate terrorist 
safe havens and infrastructure, 
their networks and financing 
channels, including the cross-
border movement of terrorists.

With a projected gross do-
mestic product growth rate of 
7.6 percent in 2016, India has 
emerged as the world’s fastest-
growing large economy and as 
a global manufacturing hub. 
India’s large domestic market, 
macroeconomic stability and 
competitive low-cost manufac-
turing have made it an attrac-
tive investment destination. 

India is strongly committed 
to further opening up the 
economy and to improving the 
ease of doing business. A num-
ber of steps taken by the gov-
ernment of India to spur 
economic growth and flow of 
foreign direct investment such 

as the passage of the Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Code, the 
setting up of commercial 
courts and new legislation re-
garding the Goods and Servic-
es Tax are expected to ignite 
medium-term growth. Today, 
Japan is the fourth-largest in-
vestor in India. The Indian 
economy offers unparalleled 
opportunities to Japanese 
companies to participate in 
flagship programs, including 
Make in India, Digital India, 
Skill India, Smart Cities and In-
dustrial Townships and Corri-
dors. India is now Japan’s 
largest overseas development 
assistance partner. Japan’s un-
matched technological and in-
novative capacities have made 
it a natural partner for India in 
the execution of mega infra-
structural projects of the West-
ern Dedicated Freight 
Corridor, the Delhi-Mumbai 
Industrial Corridor, the Chen-
nai-Bangalore Industrial Cor-
ridor, the Metro Rail projects 
in Delhi, Ahmedabad and 
Chennai and notably the 
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High 

Speed Railway Project.
The role of private capital 

from Japan is integral to our 
burgeoning economic engage-
ment. Japanese companies 
stand to benefit from low-cost 
manufacturing and the ample 
pool of competent human re-
sources in India. Japan Bank 
for International Cooperation 
surveys in the last two years 
have consistently ranked India 
as the most-preferred medi-
um-term destination for Japa-
nese manufacturers. 

The people of India greatly 
admire Japan’s culture of hard 
work, discipline and dedication 
just as the Japanese people ad-
mire India’s diversity and spiri-
tuality. People-to-people 
exchanges are on the rise. India 
has recently extended a “Visa-
on-Arrival” facility, 10-year busi-
ness visas and e-Tourist visas to 
Japanese travelers. Japan’s role 
in skills development, education 
and training programs in India 
will benefit a large and youthful 
workforce, and provide a steady 
stream of human resources to 
meet the needs of the growing 
Japanese presence in India. 

India and Japan have a shared 
outlook on many global issues. 
Our cooperation in the field of 
clean energy, including nuclear 
energy, has enormous implica-
tions for our quest for sustain-
able growth to meet the 
developmental aspirations of 

the 1.25 billion Indian people. 
We look to strengthening coop-
eration on climate change and 
reform of the U.N. 

Together, we can play a sig-
nificant role in charting the fu-
ture of the Indo-Pacific region. 
Together, we can promote 

peace and prosperity across 
Asia and Africa. 

India and Japan stand on the 
cusp of a new phase in their 
partnership and I am confident 
that ties between India and 
Japan will prove to be a defining 
relationship of the 21st century.

Working together 
for common goals

Prime Minister of India H.E. Narendra Modi

On May 26, 2014, Narendra Modi was sworn 
in as prime minister of India, becoming the 
first prime minister born after Indian inde-
pendence. Dynamic, dedicated and deter-
mined, Modi reflects the hopes of over 1 
billion Indians.

Since assuming office, he has embarked 
on a journey of inclusive development where 
every Indian can realize their hopes and aspi-
rations. He remains deeply inspired by the 
principle of “Antyodaya,” or serving the last 
person in the queue.

Through innovative initiatives, the govern-
ment has ensured the wheels of progress 
move quickly and the fruits of development 
reach every citizen. 

The Modi government created many initia-
tives, including those to ensure every citizen 
is integrated into the nation’s financial sys-
tem, make doing business easier and reform 
labor.

The government also launched three social 
security programs for the people of India and 
focused on giving pensions to the elderly and 
insurance coverage to the poor. In July 2015 
the prime minister unveiled a program to en-
sure technology plays a key role in bringing a 
qualitative change to people’s lives.

On Oct. 2, 2014, Mahatma Gandhi’s birth-
day, the prime minister launched a mass 
movement for cleanliness across the nation.

His foreign policy initiatives have realized 
the true potential and global role of the 
world’s largest democracy. Since taking of-
fice, the prime minister has attended U.N., 
BRICS, SAARC and G-20 summits, where In-
dia’s views on global economic and political 
issues were appreciated. His visit to 
Japan marked a new era of bilateral relations. 

The prime minister has attached great im-
portance to strong ties with the Arab world. 
His visit to UAE in August 2015 covered tre-
mendous ground in enhancing India’s eco-
nomic partnership in the region. In July 2015 
the prime minister made a groundbreaking 
visit to the five central Asian nations and vital 
energy, trade, culture and economic agree-
ments were signed. In October 2015 a histor-
ic India-Africa summit was held in New Delhi, 
in which 54 African nations participated. In 
November 2015 the prime minister joined the 
COP21 summit in Paris, where he, along with 
several world leaders deliberated on climate 

change.
In April the prime minister joined the Nu-

clear Security Summit where he put forth a 
strong message on the importance of nuclear 
security. Many world leaders have visited 
India and these visits have achieved break-
throughs in improving cooperation. The 2015 
Republic Day saw President Barack Obama 
visit India as the chief guest, a first in the his-
tory of India-U.S. relations. 

The prime minister’s call for marking an 
International Day of Yoga received an over-
whelming response at the U.N., with 177 na-
tions passing the resolution to declare June 
21 as the International Day of Yoga.

Born on Sept. 17, 1950, in a small town in 
Gujarat, he grew up in a poor but loving 
family. The initial hardships of life not only 
taught the value of hard work, but also ex-
posed him to the avoidable sufferings of the 
common people. This inspired him from a 
young age to immerse himself in the service 
of people and the nation. At first, he worked 
with the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, a 
nationalist organization devoted to nation 
building, and later devoted himself to work-
ing with the Bharatiya Janta Party at the na-
tional and state levels. He completed his 
M.A. in political science from Gujarat Uni-
versity.

In 2001, he became chief minister of Guja-
rat and went on to serve a record four terms. 
He transformed Gujarat, which was reeling 
from the after-effects of a devastating earth-
quake, into a growth engine contributing to 
India’s development.

He is a “people’s leader,” dedicated to solv-
ing their problems and improving their lives. 
Nothing is more satisfying to him than being 
among the people, sharing their joys and alle-
viating their sorrows. His powerful personal 
connection with the people on ground is com-
plemented by a strong online presence; He is 
known as India’s most techno-savvy leader 
and is active on social media.

This is the man, an embodiment of cour-
age, compassion and conviction, on whom 
the nation has bestowed its mandate, trust-
ing he will rejuvenate India and make it a 
bright beacon to the world.

Taken from http://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/

Steadfast leader remains dedicated to improving lives

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (right) shakes hands 
with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in New Delhi in December 
2015.  Ministry of External Affairs
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Ryuko Hira
Honorary president, the Indian 
Commerce and Industry 
Association Japan

The world has witnessed many 
revolutions and Narendra Mo-
di’s revolution of India’s massive 
development 
is unprece-
dented. India 
is just entering 
the hyper-
growth phase, 
with prospects 
of sustaining 
high gross do-
mestic product growth. The pro-
cess will transform India 
dramatically over the next de-
cades. The effect of revolutionary 
changes will be felt at all levels 
through urbanization, evolving 
sociocultural values and growing 
international influence. It is a ho-
listic, benevolent revolution that 
also contributes to the econom-
ic growth of partner nations. Ma-
hatma Gandhi made India’s 
freedom a mass revolution, 
whereas Modi has made devel-
opment a mass revolution to 
fight poverty, protectionism and 
all that impedes India’s social 
and economic progress. Modi’s 
comprehensive revolution of de-
velopment includes many fac-
tors that I will outline here.

Youth lead world
Demographic shifts have a huge 
impact on economic perfor-
mance as younger workers are 
more open to new technologies. 
The U.N. projects India’s working 
age population will rise from 691 
million in 2005 to 829 million in 
2015 and 942 million in 2025 be-
fore stabilizing around 1.06 bil-
lion in the late 2030’s. By then, 
India will have the single largest 
pool of workers in the world.

The decrease of working pop-
ulations in developed countries 
is expected to create a global de-
mand by 2020 for a large work-
force. Eight hundred million 
Indian youth below age 35 could 
be a workforce for the whole 
world, especially in health ser-

vices, high technology, space, 
artificial intelligence, robotics 
and teaching of science and 
math.

To raise its workforce to 
global standards, to deliver the 
highest-quality durable prod-
ucts and globally raise the 
India brand, the government 
has established a special Min-
istry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship. The world 
will acknowledge India’s youth 
talent and the number of In-
dian youth to visit Japan for 
learning and working is pro-
jected to hit 10,000 in the next 
five years.

Make in India
With skilled human resources, 
effective governance and low-
cost production; India is the best 
choice for investment. CDs con-
taining over 2,000 pages of ready 
information describing 26 prior-
ity-manufacturing sectors, as 
well as information on industri-
al parks, labor costs, statistics, tax 
structures and more are avail-
able free at the Indian Com-
merce and Industry Association 
Japan (ICIJ). Presently, 1,400 Jap-
anese companies successfully 
operate in India and this number 
is seen to be quadrupling within 
the next five years.

Bilateral tourism
The number of passport applica-
tions has increased from 5 mil-
lion to 20 million and the 
government has installed a sys-
tem of transparency to stream-
line and issue passports within 
2 weeks. India-Japan tourism is 
expected to grow manifold as the 
numbers are very low at this pre-
liminary stage.

Company registration
Thanks to good governance 
and improved efficiency, the 
registration period for new 
companies has dropped from 
six months to 24 hours.

Improved infrastructure
Rural roads are being given pri-
ority and construction on roads 

to connect villages has increased 
from 70 to 100 km per day.

Work on wind energy has ac-
celerated and last year, energy 
output increased by nearly 40 
percent, while solar energy in-
creased by 116 percent. With in-
creased energy production, 
India needs a proper system of 
transmission lines. Two years 
before the formation of Modi’s 
government, 30,000 to 35,000 ki-
lometers of transmission lines 
were being laid every year, while 
today, the number has increased 
to 50,000 kilometers.

Modi had said that within the 
next 1,000 days, electricity will be 
provided to some 18,000 villages, 
where even after 70 years of in-
dependence there has been no 
electricity. People there were 
compelled to live in the 18th cen-
tury. Modi resolved to convert 
the impossible to possible and, 
although not even the half of the 
1,000 days have past, 10,000 vil-
lages out of the 18,000 have re-
ceived electricity.

Chabahar Port is an essential 
link between India and Central 
Asia. Previous governments con-
tinuously discussed and made 
efforts to implement this project. 
Iran, Afghanistan and India are 
jointly working to construct the 
Chabahar Port to make this im-
possible task possible.

The government has taken on 
the task of providing liquefied 
petroleum gas connections to 
poor families. Under the Ujjawa-
la Scheme, the government has 
vigorously launched a campaign 
of setting our mothers free from 
kitchen smoke. Fifty million poor 
families will get gas stoves in 
three years and the government 
has seen nearly 5 million families 
receive them already and that is 
in just 100 days. It is likely that it 
may be possible this work could 
be completed well within three 
years.

In the past, due to high elec-
tricity prices, people were forced 
to live in the dark and factories 
had to close. To change this, the 
government implemented the 
One Nation, One Grid, One Price 

system that has quickly seen suc-
cess by leveling the rates and 
uniting the country. 

Review burden of laws
The burden of multiplicity of 
laws is creating difficulties for 
the government, judiciary and 
the public, with about 1,700 
such laws identified. The par-
liament has already abolished 
about 1,175 laws and the Modi 
government intends to abolish 
the remaining such laws.

Petroleum products
India is dependent on other na-
tions for its petroleum and India 
has signed fixed-price, long-
term agreements for them. India 
has a gas agreement with Qatar 
that runs to 2024. However, the 
agreed gas price was proving 
costly for India and our good re-
lations with Qatar made renego-
tiation possible, saving 20 billion 
rupees for India. 

Inflation
While it is true that previous 
governments saw inflation ex-
ceed 10 percent, the Modi gov-
ernment has not allowed the 
rate to exceed 6 percent. Cur-
rently an agreement with the 
Reserve Bank calls for main-
taining inflation at 4 percent, 
plus or minus 2 percent.

Agriculture
If farmers have access to water, 
they can create miracles. There-
fore, India has stressed water 
management, irrigation and 
water conservation. To use each 
and every drop of water and in-
crease the utilization of water to 
gain more crop per drop, micro-
irrigation is being emphasized. 
More than 90 irrigation plans 
were sitting incomplete, but the 
Modi government resolved to 
complete these projects to ben-
efit millions. To reduce costs to 
farmers, the government has 
turned to solar pumps. Farmers 
typically need costly electricity 
for water, but thanks to solar 
pumps, farmers’ costs are re-
duced. So far, the Modi govern-

ment has been successful in 
distributing 77,000 solar pumps 
and farmers will now own not 
only their farmland, but also 
have free electricity through 
solar power. 

Along with farmland, water 
and solar pumps, India also 
needs high-quality seeds and 
Indian scientists have devel-
oped more than 131 new vari-
eties of seeds suitable to India. 
These will increase per hectare 
yields and the quality of crops 
is also improving. 

Farmers also need urea and 
fertilizers. There was a time when 
there was black marketing of fer-
tilizers and farmers had to fear 
police charges to get fertilizers or 
risk seeing their harvest ruined 
due to lack of fertilizers. Now, fer-
tilizer shortages have become 
things of the past. The Modi gov-
ernment has succeeded in in-
creasing fertilizer production, 
increasing the ability of farmers 
to get fertilizers in a timely man-
ner. Similarly, to protect farmers’ 
land and farm produce, the Modi 
government provided a maxi-
mum guarantee to farmers at the 
lowest premium and built addi-
tional warehouses to protect 15 
million tons of produce.

Farmers would benefit under 
value addition and in this direc-
tion, the government is stressing 
food processing and 100 percent 
foreign direct investment is 
being encouraged. This will ben-
efit agro-based industries and 
help fulfill Modi’s goal of dou-
bling farmers’ incomes by 2022.

Postal reform
Due to information technology, 
such as messaging and e-mail, 
Indian post-offices were slowly 
becoming irrelevant. India has 
revived and rejuvenated its post 
offices, working to convert them 
into payment banks. Starting 
these payment banks will spread 
the chain of banks in villages 
across the country in one go.

Public-sector companies
Historically, in India, public sec-
tor companies have fallen into a 

hole, failed or been sold. The gov-
ernment has tried to bring in a 
new culture. Today, for the first 
time, Air India, which had a poor 
image, succeeded in recording 
an operational profit last year. At 
a time when telecom companies 
all over the world were earning, 
the state-owned telecommuni-
cations company, BSNL, was fall-
ing in a hole, but BSNL recently 
succeeded in earning an opera-
tional profit. Nobody knew 
whether the Shipping Corpora-
tion of India would ever be in the 
black, but today, the company is 
turning a profit. There was a time 
when nobody knew whether a 
power plant would be operation-
al next week or not, whether coal 
would reach it or not and power 
plants shutting down due to coal 
shortages used to be common-

place. Today, coal is delivered to 
the doorstep of power plants and 
they have stock available for as 
many months as required.

It is necessary to fight against 
social evils and rise above them. 
Every citizen will have to rise and 
only then will people be able to 
make a strong India. A strong 
India cannot happen without 
making a strong society. Eco-
nomic progress alone cannot 
guarantee a strong India; a 
strong society is a guarantee for 
a strong India and ensuring so-
cial justice makes society strong.

In the same way that new 
roads are being built, the country 
is making more vehicles, export-
ing more software and more 
than 50 new mobile manufactur-
ers have been set up; all provid-
ing an opportunity for the youth. 

India’s population will be 40 per-
cent urbanized by 2025 and it 
will be an urban-majority coun-
try by 2040. Indian cities need to 
prepare for the influx of hun-
dreds of millions of people.

Let’s move ahead with a new 
resolve, energy, vigor and 
hope, live and work for our 
country, fulfill our responsi-
bilities and inspire others to 
fulfill theirs. Everyone should 
move ahead for the realization 
of one society, one dream, one 
resolve and one direction for 
achieving India’s goals.

India’s oldest apex economic 
body, the PIC-ICIJ, established 
97 years ago, cordially welcomes 
Modi and his accompanying del-
egation to Japan, with best wish-
es for successful and memorable 
state visit to Japan.

Leading development revolution

Ryuko Hira
Sai Hira India Foundation

“Define ‘superpower,’” said re-
vered Indian educator, professor 
S.N. Saraf to students attending 
an Indian culture course in May 
1990. 

Chancellor Sri Sathya Sai re-
plied: “All kinds of power, wheth-
er physical, intellectual, 
monetary, military or political, 
have to bend before truth and 
righteousness that will always 
triumph. What students have to 
protect today is not the nation. 
Students have to safeguard truth 
and righteousness only. These 
two in turn will protect the na-
tion.”

Prime Minister H.E. Narenda 
Modi’s projections, policies and 
plans to socioeconomically 
transform India into a super-
power are firmly embedded in 
his unshakable faith in the su-
preme power of truth and righ-
teousness; the bedrock of India’s 
ethos. It’s no wonder Modi chose 
Varanasi, India’s spiritual capital 
as his base. Modi’s general elec-
tion leadership of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) was based on 
the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee and others, giv-
ing BJP an unprecedented abso-
lute lower house majority for the 
first time in 30 years. 

In the 30 months since his 
election Modi has not spared a 
single moment or chance to self-
lessly serve the nation. 

The responsibility and man-
date of the Modi government has 
given optimism, hope and ex-
pectations for a dynamic change 
and assurance it will be success-
ful within its term. 

In less than 30 months, over 
50 plans have been launched 
with overwhelming support and 
success to transform the eco-
nomic, social and education sec-
tors. Efficiency and 
transparency of the mammoth 
work done is reflected in the new 
and dynamic work culture of the 
government, which is integrating 
and unifying all plans, rather 
than piecemeal parallel or verti-
cal implementation.

This new work culture has 
changed the mindset of all In-
dian people, from old to new and 
innovative global standards, 
which are proven patterns of ab-
solute commitment for India’s 
superpower transformation. The 
desire, consent and momentum 
of the masses are signs of sus-
tained unity and support. Today, 
opinion polls give the govern-
ment the highest ratings for 
speed and sincerity of imple-
menting major reforms to de-
liver promises, honoring Modi 
as one of the world’s most-re-

vered statesman.
The U.S. National Intelligence 

Council has forecast India to be-
come an economic superpower 
by 2030. The World Bank, IMF, 
World Economic Forum and 
global credit rating agencies 
have praised India’s progress. 
India — the 10th-ranked global 
economy — will reach third 
within two years. The Indian 
economy is now large enough to 
affect the world in terms of par-
ticipation in international trade 
and finance, as well as demand 
for global resources. India ap-
pears capable of sustaining very 
high GDP growth and India’s 
global role will grow in the next 
13 years, creating a socioeco-
nomic superpower. 

The Sai Hira India Founda-
tion, dedicated to fostering In-
dia-Japan relations, extends its 
heartiest welcome to Modi and 
his delegation members.

May your state visit meet every 
success and satisfaction. We 
wish you many happy returns.

The rise of a new superpower

Narendra Modi (left) and 
Sathya Sai Baba S ai Hira India 
Foundation
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Narendra Damodardas Modi, 

Prime Minister of India
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Our Heartiest Welcome to His Excellency 
Narendra Damodardas Modi, Prime Minister of India

Heartiest Warm Welcome
His Excellency 

Prime Minister of India
Narendra Damodardas Modi 

“WELCOME TO JAPAN”

Swami Vivekananda
Together We March,
Jai Hind, Jai Jawans

Indian Prime Minister’s Visit 

Yoshiro Mori
Chairman, The Japan-India 
Association

On behalf of the Japan-India 
Association, which has been 
engaged in promoting mutual 
understand-
ing and 
friendship for 
the past 113 
years, I have 
the immense 
pleasure and 
honor to once 
again extend 
our hearty 
welcome to 
H.E. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Japan.

Since his taking the reigns of 
the Indian government in May 
2014, the prime minister has 

successfully endowed India 
with a high stature in the inter-
national community with eco-
nomic success and positive 
contributions to global issues 
such as the conclusion of post-
Kyoto action on climate change.

Modi has attacked a very dif-
ficult issue to introduce a 
Goods and Services Tax, noted 
by both the Indian and foreign 
business communities. With 
determination and dedication, 
Modi has been promoting 
other reform agenda to modi-
fy labor laws and land acquisi-
tion regulations. He is leading 
various campaigns such as 
Make in India, Skill India and 
others. By doing so, he has 
been improving the business 
environment for investors, 
which in turn, accelerates eco-

nomic growth and eases social 
tension in India. 

I am particularly happy to 
note that the chemistry be-
tween Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and Modi is remarkably fit 
to promote security relations in 
the awkwardly unstable East 
Asia and South Asia regions. 
Already our economic coop-
eration through Japan’s largest 
official development assistance 
has produced many success 
stories such as metro systems 
in major Indian cities, the Del-
hi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor 
and the 1,500-kilometer freight 
corridor between India’s two 
largest cities, a high-speed train 
project using shinkansen tech-
nology between Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad and other remark-
able landmarks. And yet our 

business relations are far be-
hind the potentials of our two 
countries. Scientific and tech-
nological cooperation has to be 
further promoted. It is my hope 
that during the prime minis-
ter’s visit, the two governments 
will sign the pending agree-
ment of nuclear cooperation 
for peaceful use.

The future of our two coun-
tries depends on enlarging and 
deepening exchanges of our 
peoples, especially the youth. 
I expect that both governments 
and the private sector will take 
further initiatives in this direc-
tion. 

In conclusion, may I pray 
that Modi’s visit will be 
crowned again with great suc-
cess to bring benefit to both 
Japan and India.

Strong leaders foster cooperation

Masami Iijima
Chairman, the Japan-India 
Business Cooperation 
Committee

On behalf of the Japan-India 
Business Cooperation Com-
mittee, I would like to warmly 
and sincerely welcome the 
Prime Minister of India, His 
Excellency Narendra Modi, to 
Japan.

Japan and India, as two 
major democracies in Asia, 
have long been building a good 

bilateral rela-
tionship. Fol-
lowing his 
previous visit 
in 2014, Mo-
di’s visit to 
Japan this 
time contin-
ues a pattern 
of annual 

mutual visits by the prime 
ministers of the two countries. 
When Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe visited India last Decem-
ber, the two leaders issued a 

joint statement on a range of 
issues, including the introduc-
tion of Japan’s shinkansen sys-
tem to India. Japan and India 
agreed to transform the Japan-
India special strategic and 
global partnership into a deep, 
broad-based and action-ori-
ented partnership, and it is 
greatly expected that the two 
countries will cooperate with 
each other even more closely 
in a range of fields to foster the 
peace and prosperity of the In-
do-Pacific region and the 
world.

The Japan-India Business 
Cooperation Committee was 
established in 1966 and has 
been holding joint meetings 
with its Indian counterpart, 
the India-Japan Business Co-
operation Committee on a 
regular basis. We held our 
41st joint meeting last month 

and discussed various issues 
to enhance bilateral trade and 
investment relations between 
the two countries in a very 
cordial atmosphere. At the 
closing ceremony, we adopt-
ed the joint statement with 
the attached list “Progresses 
and Bottlenecks of Projects 
between Japan and India,” 
and shared the progress on 
the projects that are being 
conducted jointly by India 
and Japan since the last bilat-
eral meeting held in New 
Delhi in November 2014. We 
sincerely request both gov-
ernments find early solutions 
on the issues related to each 
project.

Finally, let me welcome In-
dia’s prime minister to Japan 
once again, and express my 
hope for the further growth of 
India.

Fostering bilateral trade and investment

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (right) and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe are welcomed with traditonal music on arrival at 
India’s Varanasi Airport in December 2015.  Ministry of External Affairs
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