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On the auspi-
cious occa-
sion of 
serbian state-
hood day — a 
reminder of 
the day of 
Candlemas in 
1804 when 
the first ser-
bian uprising against Ottoman 
Turks started and the same 
date in 1835 when the first 
modern constitution of serbia 
was adopted — I would like to 
extend my greetings and pay 
respect to Their Imperial Maj-
esties emperor akihito and 
empress Michiko, the Imperial 
family, the government and 
people of Japan. On this impor-
tant day, I also wish to extend 
greetings to my fellow serbians 
in Japan who, though not nu-
merous, have contributed ac-
tively to furthering relations 
between serbia and Japan.

This year marks 135 years 
since the commencement of 
official communications be-
tween serbia and Japan, initi-
ated by the King of serbia 
Milan Obrenovic I and emper-
or Meiji. In 1882, the king in-
formed emperor Meiji about 
the outcome of the berlin Con-
gress and the accession of ser-
bia to the family of european 
states. emperor Meiji in reply 

expressed his best wishes and 
readiness to develop friendly 
relations between the two 
states. Our two nations and 
peoples have since had their 
destinies intertwined during 
various historical events, and 
the ties connecting our coun-
tries continue today. 

The year 2016 has been very 
difficult and uncertain for eu-
rope and the world, but the 
stable government in serbia 
led by Prime Minister aleksan-
dar Vucic nevertheless man-
aged to maintain full stability 
and peace, while achieving sig-
nificant economic recovery. 
serbia has achieved GdP 
growth of 2.75 percent in 2016 
and the government will be 
working toward higher than 3 
percent economic growth this 
year. My country has regained 
its position as the top invest-
ment destination in the world, 
measured by the number of 
jobs relative to the size of the 
population. 

Many world-renowned 
companies have recognized 
our potential and decided to 
locate their operations in ser-
bia. For some of them, serbia 
serves as a manufacturing hub 
that enables duty-free exports 
to a market of 1.1 billion peo-
ple. Others are attracted by our 
country’s adept level of english 
proficiency, highly skilled and 
easily trained workforce and 
the generous tax and incentive 

environment. regardless of the 
reason for their initial interest, 
businesses that decide to set 
up operations or conduct trade 
in serbia encounter a reliable 
and dynamic country that af-
fords them a much greater op-
portunity than they initially 
perceived. 

Our government remains 
strongly committed and fo-
cused on pursuing the euro-
pean union (eu) accession 
process. In membership nego-
tiations with the eu, serbia has 
to date opened six out of 35 ne-
gotiation chapters and this 
year we will be ready to open 
10 more chapters. The preser-
vation of peace and stability is 
our most important goal for 
this year, something that is not 
easy to achieve, especially in a 
turbulent territory such as the 
Western balkans. 

The economic, regional and 
political stability represents a 
premise for new investments, 
both international and domes-
tic, and it contributes to build 
an international image of our 
country as a reliable partner. 
Through dialogue, my country 
will continue the policy of col-
laboration and of strengthen-
ing relations with neighbouring 

countries to ensure long-term 
peace and stability. The issue 
of Kosovo and Metohija re-
mains the key challenge for 
serbia. Our government is 
committed to do its best to 
continue the dialogue with 
Pristina, as this is in the best 
interest of the whole region, 
but at the same time it will in-
sist on the full implementation 
of the brussels agreement 
reached under the auspices of 
the eu. 

since the beginning of the 
european migrant crisis, ser-
bia has advocated a unified eu-
ropean approach, as well as 
enhanced coordination of ac-
tivities, especially with the 
countries on the so-called 
West balkan migrant route. 
serbia has had a constructive 
approach to this crisis, for 
which it has been congratulat-
ed. However, although we have 
had the same problems as eu 
member states on the migrant 
route, we have received sub-
stantially less funds and we 
hope this will change during 
this year. With regards to this, 
I would especially like to em-
phasize that serbia is particu-
larly grateful to the government 
of Japan for the valuable assis-

tance provided in facing the 
challenges in this crisis.  

serbia sees Japan as one of 
its most important partners 
and friends and places high 
priority on further strengthen-
ing bilateral ties in all fields, 
including the economy, cul-
ture, science, sports and peo-
ple-to-people contacts. With 
good political relations as a 
starting point, serbia is looking 
forward to further strengthen-
ing economic ties. The Japa-
nese business community 
already present in serbia in-
cludes investors in the manu-
facturing sector, representative 
offices of trading companies, 
as well as serbian companies 
dealing in Japanese products 
and services. There is also 
growing interest in Japanese 
companies expanding activi-
ties to the serbian market and 
I hope that continued im-
provement of the serbian busi-
ness environment will result in 
a larger number of Japanese 
investors arriving in serbia in 
the future.

With preparations under-
way for the Tokyo 2020 Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games, I 
am noticing with great plea-
sure the increased interest in 

serbia among people of all 
ages in Japan. My country is fa-
mous for its sporting achieve-
ments and at the rio 2016 
Olympics our athletes won 
eight medals, including gold in 
water polo, silver in men’s bas-
ketball and women’s volleyball 
and bronze in women’s basket-
ball. 

during the past year, many 
regions and cities throughout 
Japan have expressed their 
readiness to welcome serbian 
athletes who will be participat-
ing in the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games to cre-
ate opportunities for knowl-
edge and experience 
exchanges. also throughout 
2016, many Japanese people 
visited our embassy in Tokyo 
to gain a deeper understanding 
about serbia, its rich history 
and cultural heritage, culinary 
delicacies and diverse tradi-
tional folk dances and songs. I 
feel very grateful that people in 
Japan have recognized the 
large potential that my country 
has in various sports disci-
plines beyond tennis power-
house novak djokovic. I am 
convinced that preparations 
for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games will 
bring deeper understandings 
and even closer friendships 
between our people. 

I take this opportunity to en-
courage Japanese tourists to 

fully utilize the visa-free travel 
opportunities between our two 
countries, and visit serbia and 
learn about its great culture 
and rich natural resources that 
attract millions of tourists from 
all over the world, and most of 
all, to meet warm, and hospi-
table people and typical ser-

bian omotenashi hospitality.
I look forward to continue 

working closely with the gov-
ernment of Japan, captains of 
business and industry, schol-
ars, scientists and the friendly 
people of Japan to promote 
friendship and cooperation 
between serbia and Japan.

Committed to enhancing bilateral ties
Tadashi Nagai
presideNT, japaN-serbia soCieTy

it is my great honor and pleasure to offer 
my sincere congratulations on the occa-
sion of the National day of the republic of 
serbia, or “sretenje — the day of the 
statehood” on behalf of the japan-serbia 
society and myself.

Let me take advantage of this opportu-
nity to mention our society’s first study 
tour of serbia that took place in october. 

i was delighted to see that everybody in the 19-member 
tour group was so impressed with the kind hospitality 
and plain good nature of the people everywhere they vis-
ited and came back with conviction that each one of us 
must work hard to inform their friends in japan that ser-
bia should be better known as a beautiful and peaceful 
country and be free from a biased reputation of an inse-
cure country of national conflict.

as to our promotion of bilateral relations, my personal 
impression is that there is still much left to be done to de-
velop our economic and trade relations by both japanese 
and serbian sides in spite of geographic distance.

The japan-serbia society will increase its efforts for fur-
ther strengthening better mutual understanding and devel-
oping our relations in both economic and cultural terms.

New start in friendly relations

ichiro aisawa
presideNT, japaN-serbia 
parLiameNTary frieNdship LeaGue

Let me express 
my sincerest 
congratula-
tions on the 
occasion of 
the republic 
of serbia’s na-
tional day. 
serbia has ex-
p e r i e n c e d 
challenging times since it was 
part of the former yugoslavia. 
Today the country is making all-
out efforts to create a foundation 
so it can grow and develop fur-
ther as a key nation in the balkan 
Peninsula.

serbia holds the key for sta-
bility and prosperity in south-
eastern europe and the balkans. 
It is crucial that serbia works for 
a stable and democratic politi-
cal process under the banner of 
freedom and democracy. When 

talented and capable serbians 
live up to their potential, the 
country’s economy will surely 
achieve remarkable growth.  
I hope serbia will join the eu-
ropean union at an early date.

serbia is a country boasting 
world-class athletes and I am 
sure serbians will continue to 
perform superbly in many 
sports, including soccer, bas-
ketball, tennis and more. I am 
very much looking forward to 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics. serbians are also 
demonstrating exceptional tal-
ent in the field of arts and cul-
ture, including music.

Japan and serbia have a long 
history of friendship. With trust 
and deep respect, we work to 
deepen mutual understanding 
and expand common interests. 
I will do my utmost to further the 
development of bilateral ties as 
president of the Japan-serbia 
Parliamentary Friendship 
League. Congratulations again.

a future of strong fiscal growth
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