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(Anniversary special)

Colombia Independence Day

Celebrating the peace agreement

i people and all the organizations that
: maintain strong ties with Colombia.

GABRIEL DUQUE
AMBASSADOR OF COLOMBIA

The celebration
of the National
Independence Day
of the Republic of
Colombia provides
a suitable opportu-
nity to commemo-
rate Colombia’s
close relationship
with Japan; a very
solid, rich and friendly diplomatic rela-
tionship that has, as its base, the shared
values of democratic freedom, peace-
building and respect for the rule of law.
On behalf of President Juan Manuel
Santos and the people of Colombia, I
would like to express special greetings
to Their Majesties Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko, the Imperial family,
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the members

of the Japanese government, the Japanese

Accords expected to
boost economiic ties

KEN KOBAYASHI

CHAIR, JAPAN-COLOMBIA ECONOMIC
COMMITTEE, KEIDANREN

I had the privilege
to assume the
post of chair of
Japan-Colombia
Economic Com-
mittee of Keidan-
ren on May 31. On
behalf of the com-
mittee, | would
like to convey my
heartfelt congratu-
lations to H.E. President Juan Manuel
Santos and the people of the Republic
of Colombia on their 207th Anniversary
of Independence.

Under the strong leadership of the
president, Colombia is achieving steady
economic growth. With a population of
49 million, Colombia embraces a poten-
tial consumer market and the establish-
ment of The Pacific Alliance, which aims
at free trade among neighboring coun-
tries, is making it more attractive.

Furthermore, it was a great pleasure
to learn that the Colombian govern-
ment and the FARC guerrilla group
made peace in November. In connec-
tion with this event, the interest of
Japanese companies expanding their
business in Colombia is growing, and
I highly anticipate an early conclusion
of the Japan-Colombia economic part-
nership agreement (EPA). The EPA not
only expands trade and investment
between the two nations, but also
helps promote future economic inte-
gration encompassing the entire Asia
region and the Pacific.

Let me wish the Republic of Colom-
bia and its people peace and prosper-
ity on the 207th anniversary of their
independence. The Japan-Colombia
Economic Committee will continue to
do its best to enhance the economic
ties between our countries and con-
tribute toward a mutually beneficial
future.

Under the leadership of our presi-

i dent, important steps have been taken

¢ for the establishment of a long-lasting

i peace. Of particular importance are the
i peace agreement reached in November
i between the government and the FARC
¢ guerrilla group and FARC's surrender of
i weapons under the vigilance and verifi-
i cation of the U.N.

The peace process has revealed the

strength of Colombia’s institutions and

¢ democracy where, through dialogue and
i democratic participation, citizens decide
i together the future of the country. Peace
. efforts have been generously supported

. by the international community and fur-
i ther recognized through the gesture of

i awarding the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize to

i our president.

Colombia is one of the world’s most

i bio-diverse countries, rich in natural

resources and known for having a stable

i economy and good macroeconomic
management. These characteristics,

i together with the recent peace agree-

: ment and social improvements such as

i security, poverty reduction, widening

i employment opportunities and equality,
i motivated the selection of Colombia as

¢ the country of the year by The Economist
© magazine in 2016 and are paving the way
i for Colombia to become a member of the
i Organisation for Economic Co-operation
¢ and Development.

At the center of the Americas, and hav-

© ing coasts on the Atlantic and Pacific

i oceans, Colombia is a convenient logis-
¢ tic hub that offers great connectivity. In
¢ terms of economic potential, according
to current estimates, the peace-building
i efforts will result in an additional 1 to

i 1.5 percent growth in gross domestic

i product and boost other areas of the

i economy. Moreover, the country has a

i dynamic and well-educated population,
¢ with more than 55 percent being less

Bilateral relationship enjoys
robust and ongoing growth

TATSUMARO TERAZAWA
PRESIDENT OF THE COLOMBIA-JAPAN
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION

In the name of the
Colombia-Japan
Friendship Associa-
tion, I would like to

congratulation on
the Independence
Day of the Republic
of Colombia.

Since its indepen-

. dence, Colombia has maintained a tradi-

. tion of democracy and stable economic

. growth constituting the basis for the devel-
. opment of the country.

Last year was a historic milestone for

Colombia with the signing of the peace

i accord between the government and the

i FARC guerrilla group to end more than

i five decades of armed conflict. Colombia

¢ hasmade progress on the agreement and

¢ finalized the disarmament process in June.
i All these advancements will contribute

i to major economic progress for the coun-

¢ try.Inaddition, I would like to extend my
express my heartfelt :
: Manuel Santos on receiving the Nobel

i Peace Prize for his continuous effort during
i the peace negotiations with FARC.

sincere congratulations to President Juan

In recent years, the bilateral relation-

¢ ship between Japan and Colombia has

i been strengthening. I strongly believe that

¢ improvement in national security will pro-
{ mote a prompt agreement on an economic
i partnership agreement, which is expected

i to deepen political, economic and cultural

i ties between the two countries.

i than 30 years old.

i and investment opportunities for Japa-

¢ nese businesses, with two areas of par-

¢ ticular potential being agriculture and

¢ tourism. Regarding agriculture, the Food
i and Agriculture Organization of the U.N.
¢ has designated Colombia among the

i seven countries with the highest food

i production potential with a predicted

i annual increase of 3 percent. As for tour-
¢ ism, between 2007 and 2016, the industry
i has grown at an average of 12.7 percent,
i while the global average stands at 3.9

i percent, according to the World Tour-

i ism Organization. Moreover, foreign

i visitors and foreign investment in hotels
i and tourism-related activities have seen
i increased numbers. For the year 2017,

i Lonely Planet designated Colombia as i\ & - Sl UL
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. improve Colombia’s presence in the

¢ region, a good example being The Pacific
Alliance; one of the platforms through

¢ which Colombia is fortifying ties with

i Asiaand where Japan is playing an

i important role as an observer.

i isan excellent occasion to express the

¢ interest of the Colombian government to
: continue working with Japan to invigo-

i rate the friendly relations between our

i countries and to express gratitude to

¢ Japan and the international community

¢ for their constant support and commit-

¢ ment throughout the peace-building

i process.

Colombia offers a wide array of trade

The economic partnership agreement

i and double taxation agreement, two

i bilateral mechanisms currently under
i negotiation, are expected to further

¢ enhance current economic opportuni-
i ties. Furthermore, Japan and the Asia-
i Pacific region are of high priority to

i Colombia.

Concrete steps are being taken to
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