Sudan National Day Special

Progress continues on road to peace, justice and freedom for all

YAHIA ABDELGALIL MAHMOUD KHALIL
AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE OF SUDAN

Itis my great honor
to express my sin-
cere, heartfelt and
respectful greet-
ings, along with my
best wishes to Their
Imperial Majesties
Emperor Naruhito
and Empress
Masako, the impe-
rial family, the government and friendly

people of Japan on the occasion of the New

Year, 2020. It also gives me great pleasure
to extend my warmest felicitations to the
staff and readers of the well-respected and

distinguished newspaper, The Japan Times, :
i thatsetin motion a democratic transfor-
i mation in Sudan and the establishment ofa :
¢ transitional three-year, civilian-led govern-
i ment headed by Prime Minister Abdalla

¢ Hamdok.

wishing them good health, happiness and
prosperity.

[ avail myself of this opportunity, on
behalf of my colleagues, to congratulate
our compatriots, the Sudanese community
in Japan, on the New Year and on this aus-
picious occasion of the 64th anniversary of
the independence of Sudan.

Iam very much privileged to serve my
nation in this great country and am blessed
to have had the unique opportunity to
witness the historical and internationally
attended event of the enthronement of His
Majesty Emperor Naruhito.

While celebrating the 64th anniver-

: sary of the independence of Sudan, the

: courageous struggle and the tremendous

¢ sacrifices offered by Sudanese people in

¢ pursuing their national independence is

: recalled with pride. The whole world was

i watching the revolution of December 2018
¢ that manifested in the unwavering call by

¢ Sudan’s people for democracy, peace, jus-

i tice, transparency and civil rule. National

i awareness led to the dismissal of military

i and unpopular regimes in 2019. The mag-

¢ nitude and persistence of this popular

¢ revolution captured global attention as

i people witnessed the spirit of the Sudanese
in their firm determination and willingness :
i foranew page in the nation’s history.

On Aug. 17 the Forces of Freedom and

Change and the former Transitional Mili-

tary Council signed a historical document

In accordance with this document,

© the transitional government adopted a

i program designed for addressing urgent

¢ revolutionary concerns. Priorities include
i remedying the economic crisis; nullify-

¢ inglaws restricting public freedoms and

i achieving legal reform to guarantee judicial :
¢ independence and the supremacy of law;

i assuring the neutrality and independence
i of governmental institutions; and combat-

: ting corruption and arranging for fair and
i transparent public elections. They also

¢ include convening a national constitu-

i tional conference to discuss issues of gov-
i ernance and relations between the capital
i and the different provinces.

Such a program must also address soci-

: etalissues. Key areas include enhancing

{ women’s rights in social, political and

i economic fields, and ensuring their fair

i representation; looking at the role of youth
¢ and boosting their opportunities; and

¢ playing an effective role in social welfare

¢ inthe provision of health care, education

and housing services, as well as ensur-

i ing protection of the environment and
i biodiversity.

Just as important is balancing foreign

¢ policy to secure national interests and
i improve foreign relations based on inde-

pendency and mutual interests and safe-

: guard national sovereignty, security and
i borders. We are working toward incor-
¢ porating such a program in light of the
i termination of war and accomplishing
: comprehensive and sustainable peace.

In this new era committed to democ-

: racy, peace, justice and respect for human
rights, we are confident that our develop-
: ment partners, including Japan, will spare

no efforts in supporting the transitional

¢ government in its endeavors to respond to
: aspirations to rebuild a democratic, stable
i and prosperous Sudan.

Congratulations to the People of
the Republic of the Sudan on the Occasion of
Their National Day
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Due to variations in climate conditions,

¢ Sudan isarich country in terms of various

¢ untapped resources, including minerals,

i agriculture, livestock, wildlife and forestry.
Moreover, Sudan has potential as an amaz-
i ing destination for tourists who are inter-

i ested in the marvelous antiquities of the

¢ black pharaoh of the kingdoms of Kush

i and Meroe.

Sudan and Japan have maintained

i friendly and cordial relations, following

i excellent coordination at different interna-
¢ tional forums. Both countries are exerting

i considerable efforts to promote economic,
i social and cultural exchange and widening

: Peoplecelebrate the firstanniversary of the uprising thatled to topple
i President Omar al-Bashir, in Atbara in River Nile state on Dec. 19. AFP-JIjI

¢ the scope of coordination and consultation.

It is worth mentioning that Japan was

¢ among the friendly countries that wit-

i nessed the signing of constitutional docu-

: ments last August in Khartoum. Japan also
i generously invited Sudan to participate in

i the extraordinary Special Conference on

¢ Peace and Stability in the Horn of Africa

: and the Neighboring Region at the Seventh
i Tokyo International Conference on African
i Development in Yokohama on Aug. 29.

In conclusion, I would like to express

our deep gratitude and appreciation for
: therole played by the Japan International
i Cooperation Agency (JICA).]JICA con-

¢ tinues to spearhead Japanese assistance
¢ efforts to Sudan through projects and

: activities that focus on areas covering the
i consolidation of peace through fulfill-

: ment of basic human needs; promoting

i the establishment of development mod-
i elsand improving the skills and capa-

: bilities of governmental organizations

¢ in the fields of health, water sanitation

i and vocational training; and industry

¢ diversification.

This content was compiled in collaboration
© withthe embassy. The views expressed here do
i notnecessarily reflect those of the newspaper.
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