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Steady on path of advancement, innovation

: Marechal Bridge in the harbor city of Matadj,
¢ the creation of the National Institute of Pro-
fessional Vocation and others.
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CHARGE D’AFFAIRES A.I. OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

My fellow compa-
triots, it is with great
honor that I salute
you and via this
message celebrate
alongside you the
60th anniversary of
independence of our
beloved country the
Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC), as well as 60 years of bilat-
eral relations with Japan, our home away
from home for all those residing here.

On behalf of President Felix Antoine Tsh-
isekedi Tshilombo and the government of
our country, I would like to seize this oppor-
tunity to present my heartfelt greetings to
the newly ascended Emperor Naruhito and
Empress Masako, Their Majesties Emperor
Emeritus Akihito and Empress Emerita
Michiko, as well as the distinguished mem-

Sixty years of diplomatic relations have
seen key accomplishments, among them the

The Congo River is an essential waterway for
transport and commerce in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

The successful meetings held during the

i seventh Tokyo Conference on African Devel-
i opment (TICAD 7) in Yokohama in August

¢ further strengthened the ongoing projects

¢ through discussions between both heads of
i state, opening doors to successful conversa-

i tions on the DRC's priority development

: programs. The ties between both countries

: were consolidated following the invitation

i extended by the newly ascended emperor

¢ toour presidentat the enthronement cer-

i emony in October.

2020 was meant to be our year — with the

i president’s intended visit to Japan to follow
i up onand concretize the ongoing discus-

: sions that were held during TICAD 7 and to
i accentuate the presence of Japan in the DRC
i asits key partner for development.

Japan has always shown its strong sup-

i portto the DRC and Istrongly believe for the
: remainder of this year and despite the ongo-
: ingsituation regarding the coronavirus, we
bers of the government and the Diet of Japan.
¢ ally beneficial projects. The follow up visit

i ofhigh-level delegations at the beginning

© ofthis year shows our desire to continue to

¢ build economic ties with our Japanese coun-
i terparts, as well as create new opportunities
i forjointefforts.

shall be able to partner on numerous mutu-

Regrettably, the COVID-19 pandemic put

% : anuntimely halt to international exchanges.
i Asthe world has been deeply affected by the
coronavirus, we would like to commend the
i quick response of the Japanese authorities

: regarding the pandemic that protected the

i people from the full impact of what could

i have been asaresult of the propagation of

i thevirus. The DRC would like to praise and

© express its gratitude to the Japanese govern-

i ment for its timely support in our health

¢ industry, proving its solidarity and kinship

The ties

: during these trying times.

The DRC prior to the pandemic enjoyed

{ momentum in several aspects and, despite
: being a developing country, we have shown
: proof of advancement, innovation and

resilience. One such

achievement was
. betweenboth theawardingofthe
. countrieswere HideyoNoguchi
. consolidated Qg;gﬁ/\fﬁfg;ﬁ’p‘;ﬁd
foll.ow1.ng the ots, Dr. Jean-Jacques
i Invitation Muyembe Tamfum,
. extended by recognized for his
. the newly research in confront-
ascended ing Ebola and other
: deadly viruses, and
emperor to for his efforts in train-
. ourpresident  inglegions of disease
. atthe fighters. This is a testa-
: enthronement mentofour effortsas
ceremony in anation to better not
. October only the societal con-
‘ ditions of our coun-

trymen, butalso to

elevate ourselves on a global level with other
i academics of high caliber.

Additionally, in anticipation of the 2020

{ Olympic Games in Tokyo, our teams and

i athletes underwent training for participa-

i tionin the games to represent our country

¢ in the fields of handball, athletics, wrestling
¢ andjudo.

It was with utmost pleasure that we

i worked with one of the most prominent

i Japanese sporting companies, to create cus-

i tomized uniforms and training gear for our

i athletes and would like to extend our sincere
i gratitude to them for their aid in this regard.

¢ We hope that we will soon be able to col-

¢ laborate again on this and look forward to a

© successful Olympic Games next year.

My hope is for the rapid containment

¢ and eventual cessation of the coronavirus,

: allowing for further collaboration and part-
¢ nership between our beautiful country and
yours from a social, economic and cultural

i perspective.

i This content was compiled in collabora-

i tion with the embassy. The views expressed
: here do not necessarily reflect those of the

i newspaper.

Workers at a coffee
plantation in the
eastern part of the
Democratic Republic
of'the Congo
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